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Steve Ditko © 
nearly died before 

producing the work 
contained in this volume. 


The world would have lost not just the Amazing 
Spider-Man, Dr. Strange or his Ayn Rand-inspired 
Mr. A., but also over 1000 pages of work that 
marked Ditko’s artistic progression towards the cre- 
ation of those seminal characters. 

The road to becoming a working comic-book artist 
began when Ditko left his home town of Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania in 1950 for New York City. Ditko had 
enlisted in the Army in October of 1945, a month 
atter Japan surrendered to end WWII, and thus was 
able to secure funding from the G.I. Bill. This al- 
lowed him to study in Manhattan at The Cartoon- 
ists & Illustrators School (now The School of Visual 
Arts) under the tutelage of his boyhood hero, Bat- 
man artist (and creator of The Joker) Jerry Robinson. 









These formative  . 
years of Ditko were also ng é7 
influenced by Will Eisner ; 
(creator of The Spirit newspaper 
strip), Mort Meskin (on DC Com- 
ics features The Vigilante and Johnny 
Quick), Joe Kubert (Tor) and Wally Wood 
(science-fiction titles for Avon, Fox and EC Com- 
ics). Once Ditko had amassed a portfolio, he made 
the rounds at the New York publishing houses, be- 
ing refused often, until he finally had his first work 


published in 1953. 


-_ 


2 - td 
Ditko in his studio shared with Eric Stanton, 1959 





From 2-Gun Western #4, 5/56 (Marvel) 
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Atter a quick stint that summer working with 
Meskin at the Joe Simon/Jack Kirby studio, 
Ditko began a relationship with Charlton Com- 
ics in 1954 that would last over 40 years. This 
was in the “Pre-Code” era — a point in history 
when comic-book artists and publishers did 
their level best to outduel each other in attract- 
ing young audiences with lurid tales of horror, 
murder, dismemberment, crime, and all kinds 
of sordid evils. The problem was that it also at- 
tracted the attention of politicians, media, and 
the PTA. Mounting pressure trom distributors 
as well pushed comic-book publishers to enact 
the Comics Code Authority (CCA) on October 
26, 1954. The CCA was the industry’s “in- 
house censor” that all pages of every comic 
had to be vetted by before hitting newsstands. 

The capitulation had a negative effect on the 
publishers themselves and on the integrity of 
the material. The Code’s regulations seemed 
specitically written to target the gold standard 
of the era, EC Comics. EC tried watered- 
down versions of their books, but eventually 
were only left with Mad Magazine atter they 
had switched it to a magazine format (there- 
by maneuvering around the CCA’s reach). 
The remaining artists that could find work 
knew going in that severe restrictions were 
enforced on their work before ideas even for- 
mulated in their minds. Very few had the cre- 
ative pedigree to wring lemonade from the 
lemons. Fortunately, Steve Ditko was one, and 
this volume illustrates that it was Ditko’s ren- 
dering skills and sequential storytelling ability 
that was his strength and not whatever gore or 
violence he could add as a cherry on top. 

This is fortunate because volume 1 of The 
Steve Ditko Archives — Strange Suspense — 
featured all the stories Ditko did leading up to 
the inception of the CCA. What makes this sec- 
ond volume so noteworthy is seeing the monu- 
mental leap Ditko made in the quality of his 
work. That leap can be partially explained by the 
circumstances that arose in the spring of 1954 
that led Ditko to knock on death’s door. Fran 
Matera, an artist who also worked for Charlton, 
described Ditko’s condition as such: “| remem- 
ber watching Steve Ditko draw comics in the 
office. He had tuberculosis. A woman named 
Angie who worked there said, ‘He’s not long 
for this world.’” 

Treatment of the illness was in its early days 
and recovery was not a given. Ditko’s mother 
travelled by train to retrieve her ailing son so 
that he could recover in Johnstown at the fam- 
ily home. It took more than a full year — into 


the fall of 1955 — before Ditko sufficiently 
recovered to return to what was a completely 
different landscape in New York City. With the 
CCA's impact on the industry having taken 
hold, pickings were slim for the hacks that had 
previously supplied the bulk of Pre-Code out- 
put. Ditko, however, hadn’t wasted away his 
time while recovering. He had kept refining his 
style and one publisher in particular took note 
— Marvel Comics. 

Ironically, it was only Mother Nature that first 
drew Steve Ditko and Stan Lee together. On 
Thursday, August 18, 1955, the Charlton 
Comics operation in Derby Connecticut was 
devastated by Hurricane Diane. Across the re- 
gion, hundreds were killed and the flooding at 
Charlton’s 129 acres of property severely dam- 
aged its office space and printing presses. It 
would take several months to recover, so Ditko 
took another stab at Marvel Comics in New 
York, bringing his portfolio to Stan Lee. 

The Marvel Comics of late 1955 was com- 
paratively unatfected by the CCA impact, but 
only because it, like the comic-publishing 
wing of Charlton, was part of a much larger 
corporation. Marvel Comics’ owner Mar- 
tin Goodman had entered the racket as far 
back as 1932 publishing “pulps” (magazines 
printed on low-quality pulp paper featuring 
sensationalistic and lurid fiction tales). He was 
talked into the comic-book business in 1939, 
publishing Marvel Comics #1 (featuring Bill 
Everett’s Sub-Mariner and Carl Burgos’ Human 
Torch characters) under the banner of Timely 
Publications. 

The company that became more famously 
nown in the 1960s as Marvel Comics — 
hanks to the advent of the Spider-Man, Iron 

an, Thor and Fantastic Four strips — was 
part of a web of companies and imprints that 
Goodman moved around like a shell game. 
ost knew the comics division in the 1940s 
as “Timely.” Others knew it in the 1950s by 
he name on the checks — “Magazine Man- 
agement Inc.”, the umbrella name that housed 
Goodman’s comics and other entities like his 
adventure and soft-core men’s magazines, as 
well as his puzzle and celebrity periodicals. 
Most fans, however, still refer to the company 
inthe 1950s as the “Atlas era” owing to Good- 
man’s feeble attempt at coining a brand by 
using the name of his distribution company that 
handled all of his publications. 

Goodman’s success in business was the 
ability to recognize and ride any trend, and by 
flooding the market with product to keep his 





market share strong. He also occasionally got lucky 
with a new hire. When a Goodman family member 
needed a job for a young relative, Goodman hired 
Stanley Lieber as a gopher in the office. But the 
man who would change his name to Stan Lee had 
a knack for storytelling, and also an ability to inspire 
and organize people. This led him to being granted 
the title of head editor of the comics division at the 
end of 1941, practically still a teenager. 

Chasing trends was still the modus operandi in 
late 1955 when Ditko walked through the door of 
the Marvel offices on Madison Avenue. At the time, 
Marvel was not in the superhero publishing game. 
Instead, they peddled watered-down EC knock- 
offs; (predominantly) four-page stories collected by 
genre: light suspense and fantasy fare, as well as 
romance, western and war. 

This period is significant, however, in Marvel's his- 
tory for two reasons. First, all the members of what 
became known in the 1960s as the “Marvel Bull- 
pen” were ensconced — Jack Kirby, John Buscema, 
Gene Colan, and John Romita all freelanced, and 
Bill Everett (co-creator of Daredevil) worked on staff. 
Second, the first collaboration between Stan Lee 
and Steve Ditko saw the light of day as, of all things, 
a Western short story, “The Badmen” from 2-Gun 
Western #4 (May ’56). And while Marvel didn’t pay 
what DC Comics did, just about anyone paid bet- 
ter than Charlton had...and a lot better than what 
Charlton was going to be paying. 

In late 1956, with the Derby operation fully re- 
covered from its flooding (and with not enough vol- 
ume coming from Marvel), Ditko rejoined Charlton. 
And even though its owners had been accorded mil- 
lions of dollars in flood relief from the government, 
they told the talent a much different tale of woe. 
Pretending they were poor and needed the creative 
staff’s help to dig their way out, they offered every- 
one work...at half the pay they had been receiving 
prior to the flooding (which was already half of in- 
dustry standards). 

The “carrot” that Charlton offered in return was 
two-fold: 1) volume and timely payment; 2) no edi- 
torial interference (which meant no revisions that 
would slow an artist’s productivity). Put these two 
factors together and an enterprising professional 
that wasn’t able to crack DC Comics or Marvel 
could make a reasonable living. Unfortunately, 
while Charlton achieved its goal of maximum out- 
put, the effect of the carrot caused Charlton to pres- 
ent itself as the nadir of the industry for consistent 
(if any) quality of work. 

While not credited in the comic books them- 
selves, the majority of the stories within this vol- 
ume were likely written by Charlton’s lead writer, 
Joe Gill. Post-flood, he saw his page rate drop to 


a measly two dollars a page. “If | didn’t write fast,” 
said Gill, “| wouldn’t have been able to get along 
under that price structure. There was the pride of 
doing good work, but it was impossible to do our 
best work consistently over a period of time...If you 
want to know why Charlton comics were so shitty, 
that’s one of the reasons.” 

But what separated Ditko from his peers at Charl- 
ton was not just his innate artistic ability — it was 
also his professionalism and dedication to his cratt. 
While others like Gill were cutting corners to make 
a buck, Ditko’s association with Charlton cemented 
his reputation as a man whose sole purpose on this 
Earth was to be a comic-book artist. “Steve has eth- 
ics and stern beliefs, and he kept them,” said Gill. 
“He wouldn’t do bad work just because he was get- 
ting bad pay. He tried to do just as well for Charl- 
ton as he was for Marvel.” (Hence the reason why 
almost no one can remember any work from 1950s 
Charlton books but Ditko’s.) 

It certainly wasn’t the pay that kept Ditko at 
Charlton; it was the artistic freedom. Little attention 
was paid to the editorial content within the covers of 
their comics as long as the books remained above 
a particular profit line (if they didn’t, they were axed 
without a second thought, and generally morphed 
into a newly-titled comic that retained the same 
numbering as the old title). The reason why the 


comics garnered so little attention was because they 
were considered “fillers” in the overall workings of 
the umbrella company, Charlton Press. Like Martin 
Goodman’s Marvel Comics, Charlton didn’t start 
out as a comic-book publisher (song books and 
magazines was their bread and butter) and their 
motive for publishing comic books was far more 
functional than Goodman’s. 

Unlike all the New York publishers, Charlton 
housed all of its operation in its property in Derby, 
Connecticut, including its own printing presses. 
They had only a satellite office in Manhattan where 
an editor or runner met with artists to exchange 
work and payment. Charlton Business Manager 
Ed Konick, who started working for the company 
in 1952, once said, “We had to keep the presses 
running around the clock because when you have 
everything under one roof, idle presses cost you 
a fortune. You have to keep putting product out, 
so it was to our benefit to keep operating as much 
as possible.” 

Dick Giordano shared a different opinion in his 
introduction to the DC Comics Action Heroes Ar- 
chives v2 (2007). He started working for Charlton 
in 1952 as an artist, then as an editor in the mid- 
1960s, and while not denying that comics were es- 
sentially fillers, he questioned Konick’s assertion: 
“The comics’ higher print runs made it possible to 


xa 


reduce the cost of printing and distributing Charl- 
ton’s other publications. In short, they [the comics] 
‘made’ money by saving it.” 

And those printing presses provided Ditko with a 
great deal of volume in 1957. He needed it, churn- 
ing out work at $6.50 for a page of finished art 
(pencils and inking). Ditko had only produced 67 
pages for Marvel in 1956, but his output at Charl- 
ton soared in 1957 to over 450 pages (almost two 
full comics a month by today’s standards). This al- 
lowed him to experiment with different styles and 
different genres, and that developmental arc is on 
display in this volume. 

Much like Ayn Rand’s architect, Howard Roark, 
in her novel The Fountainhead, Ditko’s desire for 
financial gain never trumped his desire to produce 
artwork unfiltered by others from concept to the 
printed page. “I like to receive money for my work. 
But | can pass that up this time. | like to have people 
know my work is done by me. But! can pass that 
up...The only thing that matters, my goal, my re- 
ward, my beginning, my end is the work itself. My 
work done my way.” Sounds like a quote from Steve 
Ditko, but is, in fact, Roark’s professional manifesto 
to his rival Peter Keating in Rand’s Objectivist tome. 

A key effect of Charlton’s lack of centralized 
editorial oversight in their comics division was how 
their multi-story genre books were put together... 


t 
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or “slapped together” is perhaps the most appro- 
priate description. If you were an artist precious 
enough about your work to see it leave your pen 
and end up in a child’s hands a few months later, 
you were in for a big surprise at Charlton Comics. 

Nicola “Nick” Cuti was an editor in the 1970s at 
Charlton, but he describes the utterly random meth- 
od by which Charlton collated their books that lasted 
from the company’s inception in the mid-1940s until 
its death in the mid-1980s: “We would assign stor- 
ies and some of them were eight pages, some ten, 
some 15. And they would go out to the artists, we’d 
get the stories back and then we'd stack them up on 
the shelves. When we had to put together a maga- 
zine...we’d get three stories and we’d find ourselves 
a page or two pages short... so that was the reason 
for a lot of those single- and two-page stories.” 

In the 1950s, trying to follow an artist’s develop- 
ment arc could be interrupted because stories by 
one such as Steve Ditko could sit for well over a 
year before being grabbed off that shelf and tossed 
between a couple of covers. Hence, to truly trace 
Ditko’s progress as an artist, the order of the stories 
in this volume has been chosen not by the chrono- 
logical publication date, but by when Ditko actually 
drew them. 

This can be determined because comic-book 
companies used a “job number” (generally docu- 
mented in the first panel of a story’s first page) to 
track what they’d given out and what was paid to 
whom. Within this volume, the earliest job numbers 
from Ditko’s time at Charlton have been ordered 
as such, versus publication date. This reveals that 
Ditko’s second and third stories done during this era 
— “Adrift In Space” (from Mysteries Of Unexplored 
Worlds #8, Jun ‘58, job #51211) and “The King Of 
Planetoid X” (from Mysteries Of Unexplored Worlds 
#7, Feb ‘58, job #s1282) — were published a 
year or more atter his fourth — “The Gloomy One” 
(from Strange Suspense Stories #31, Feb ’57, job 
#s 1283). Were this volume to publish strictly by the 
books’ publication dates, the clash of styles would 
be dramatic. 

And that would be a shame because there 
weren’t too many periods during Ditko’s career that 
he made more of a stylistic leap. While no longer 
able to “pour on the gore” like he had done in the 
Pre-Code era, the dramatic strides he made in the 
quality of his work represents the true value of this 
volume. The pacing of his storytelling is far more ef- 
fective — the reader able to follow the action from 
one panel to the next with greater ease and clarity 
— and his work began to lose the early “clutter- 
ing” found in most artists who influenced by the EC 
stylings. In effect, Ditko was getting more out of a 
whole lot less. 


The lead story in this volume is an oddity itself. 
With an April 1956 cover date (and no job num- 
ber), “Starlight Starbright” is from Charlton’s From 
Here To Insanity v3, a slightly oversized comic fea- 
turing black-and-white stories that perhaps repre- 
sented their attempt at the Mad Magazine demo 
(Mad made the switch to full-sized magazine format 
the year before). The story’s outlandishly exaggerat- 
ed caricatures serve as a strong reminder of Ditko’s 
versatility. While most famous for his ability to cap- 
ture melancholy, in characters such as Peter Parker, 
had Ditko chosen to focus his energies elsewhere, 
he would have been one of the top humor artists of 
his generation. 

As Marvel continues to mine its 1950s anthol- 
ogy material in its line of Marvel Masterworks col- 
lections, the two (not yet collected) Marvel stories 
reprinted in this volume were selected because they 
are perfect bookends for Ditko’s progress as an art- 
ist even during his short time at Marvel in 1956. 
“They'll Be Some Changes Made” from Journey Into 
Mystery #33 (Apr ’56) — his first story for Marvel 
— shows remnants of his 1954 trappings (e.g. an 
ornate splash panel, designed to showcase the en- 
vironment and the lead character’s place within). All 
of his 17 stories for Marvel were only four pages in 
length, no doubt leading the artist to render a great 
deal of visual information with every opportunity. 

But by “Those Who Vanish” (seen in this volume 
on page 28) from Journey Into Mystery #38 (Sep 
56) — his eleventh story for Marvel — Ditko was 
showing signs of mastering how to set up an im- 
age for maximum impact, as well as how to pull 
the reader along from panel to panel more fluidly. 
Instead of a focus on atmospheric details, he jolted 
the reader’s eye within the first panel by focusing 
on the uniqueness of the characters that drove 
the story. The opening shot of the wise old Indian 
and the crevasse-like face of the hardened crimi- 
nal speaks volumes about what the reader needs 
to know about these characters. The rocks and the 
cactus are the two simple design elements in the 
background required by the reader to identify the 
environment. Framing the Indian character between 
two tall mountains in an empty sky emphasizes his 
imposing figure; the billowing robes cloaking the 
criminal also highlight the Indian figure’s leanness. 

The remaining stories Ditko did for Marvel also 
followed the visual motif Ditko used in this page’s 
design. The “splash” of the strong lead panel is fol- 
lowed by a smaller second panel that pulls back 
far enough to establish a location. Ditko would 
then move into a close-up of the lead characters 
interacting and that would drive the narrative to the 
next page. Ditko was developing a signature visual 





identity in his use of single design elements, spa- 





From Texas Rangers In Action #8, 7/57 (Charlton) 





tial interaction of objects, negative space and 
spotting of blacks. 

His work in 1957 also marked a trend to- 
wards rendering his characters with such a 
variety of unique facial characteristics. Others 
relied on a stock set of men and women, but 
Ditko was different from the usual Manhattan 
artist. He instead imbued his narratives with 
an Eastern European flavor through the use of 
ethnic and humanistic facial features, clothing, 
hair and builds. His portrayal of the down- 
trodden and weathered — the hobos found 
in “Forever and Ever” trom Strange Suspense 
Stories #33 (Aug ’57) — also lent an emo- 
tional quotient not found in the work of his 
contemporaries. 

Other classic Ditko motifs were beginning to 
take form during this crucial time in his career. 
His Charlton work became even more expres- 
sive, showing mastery at conveying action and 
emotion through the nuances of the human 
body. How Ditko used a character’s hands to 
create space in a panel, to implicitly state the 
subject’s emotional state, and to express in- 
tent, all see their fullest expression being devel- 
oped in these stories. Heads bowed, slumped 
shoulders, characters’ stances all spoke louder 
about a character’s state of mind than any 
words could provide. 

Ditko’s emphasis on the eyes as the win- 
dows of a character’s soul also takes firm route 
here. A close-up of an eyeball in half a panel 
helped to create not only depth in a panel, but 
was also used by Ditko to create a sense of 
dread and paranoia, adding to Ditko’s grow- 
ing lexicon of human expression. Both motifs 
are brought to bear in the dark tale of greed 
and blackmail in “My Secret” from Out Of This 
World #3 (Mar ’57). 

Ditko’s signature ability to craft other dimen- 
sions (that culminated in his run on Dr. Strange 
in the mid-1960s) began to flourish during this 
era. In “A World Of His Own” trom Strange 
Suspense Stories #32 (May ’57), a rich man’s 
chauffeur discovers that he can step into a 
painted canvas that reveals a brand new di- 





mension with seemingly endless riches, but 
the price paid for his folly is higher than any 
diamonds he finds. Ditko also started to show 
signs of how he would later stage superhero 
fisticuffs in Spider-Man — motits like the all- 
powertul knockout punch that looked as if it 
was breaking the opponent's back, which can 
be seen here in “The Conquered Earth” from 
Out Of This World #4 (Jun ’57). We are even 
introduced to a prototype for the idea of Ga- 


lactus — the Jack Kirby creation for the Fan- 
tastic Four comic almost a decade later — in 
“Mystery Planet” from Strange Suspense Stories 
#36 (May ‘58). The story tells of a planet-eat- 
ing race of aliens that terrorize civilizations in a 
ship not dissimilar to what Kirby used to spirit 
Galactus and his voracious appetite across the 
universe. 

The use of liquid blacks in this volume’s work 
bares the strong influence of Eisner and Wood. 
On display is Ditko’s strength in creating the 
ethereal nature of space, in creating dark and 
foreboding atmospherics, and in framing a 
character in a panel. This truly took form in 
comics like Tales Of The Mysterious Traveler 
(based on the 1950s radio show). In page two 
of “Escape” from Tales Of The Mysterious Trav- 
eler #4 (Aug ’57), all of Ditko’s motifs come 
together — the foreboding tone manifests from 
the close-up of the Traveler’s eye. Next, a long 
shot from above reveals the viewpoint of the 
figures in the next scene before we even see 
them. The scene pulls back to show the help- 
less Traveler who can only watch. The attack 
on the Indian commences, the vantage point 
moving in back of the Indian’s hat to set up 
both the last panel and the amount of space in 
the scene — the marauding antagonists blown 
out of the panel right at the reader. Would 





words have added to the narrative being il- 
lustrated? Ditko’s stories could often function 
as silent movies, so strong was his sequential 
movement from panel to panel. 

All of the above examples highlight the lack 
of limitations in Ditko’s imagination, especial- 
ly given the blandness of many of the scripts 
handed to him at Charlton. Often, the stories 
lacked even the “Twilight Zone” twist endings 
that Ditko and Stan Lee became famous for in 
the early 1960s. There are more than a few ex- 
amples of the writer appearing to have simply 
given up by page five. At times, some of the 
plots seem to just stop without a logical end- 
ing, as if the writer ran out of typing paper. 

But this is what made Ditko such a notewor- 
thy artist — the dichotomy between what he 
was given and what he was able to accom- 
plish. The 200+ pages of his 1957 Charlton 
material represented here is just the starting 
point of Ditko’s cache at the company. With 
almost 500 pages produced in 1957 alone, 
and almost 450 the following year, this volume 
merely begins the journey to unexplored words 
and unusual tales rendered by one of the pre- 
eminent and unique artistic voices the industry 
has ever Seen. unewioreo wore 
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Opposite page: From Journey Into Unknown Worlds #51, 11/56 (Marvel) 
This page: From Out Of The World #3, 3/57 (Charlton) 
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COMES NOW SLICK BIOGRAPHY TIME. A SLICK BIOGRAPHY 
IS LIABLE TO TURN UP ALMOST ANYWHERE: MOSTLY IN THE 
BACK OF PROGRAMS, MOVIE MAGAZINES, AND IN INTER- 
VIEWS IN THE PAPERS. HOWEVER, BEHIND THE NEAT STORY 
THAT YOU READ ON THE PAGE OFTEN LIES A SERIES OF 
SORDID EVENTS AND TWISTED CONNIVINGS. LIKE FOR IN- 
STANCE... 





Miss Beverly Kalfin, charming star of 
Roget and Messerschmann’s new Broad- 
way musical, ‘‘Chopped Liver’ is a 
petite blonde warbler who hails from 
Des Moines, lowa. Petite and un- 
affected are the words for blonde 
Beverly. 





Petite Beverly (who is also unaffected) remains 
unspoiled by her new fame and fortune, and sticks 
to the same homey routine that she had back in Des 
Moines. She says that she thinks nothing of her 
overnight success. 


IT ONY TOOK 
ONE NIGHT J 


EXCUSE 3 @ %, 
ME J 
LASAGNA! 


IT'S PRONOUNCED 
LASAGNAYS Si 


Wy i, a 
HS Seh NM AOR ae 

I} De®. LP Oo 
Beverly was discovered by the two producers in a small Italian restaurant where she 


worked as a waitress. Both Roget and Messerschmann were struck at once with 
Miss Kalfin's even then apparent petiteness and unaffectedness. 





NO SPAGHETTI SO I BROUGHT CHICKEN, NO LASAGNA ) WHAT ARE YOU, 
SO I GOT EGGPLANT IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT, GO EAT PETITE OR 
AT CHILD'S / £ SOMETHING = 


A ROT, 
Sy ORB, 





Beverly's fearless originality was in evidence even in her early waitress days. 


On a wild guess, Roget turned to Messer- lt took a little coaxing, but soon Beverly 
schmann and said: “I bet this girl can sing. smiled her wonderful smile, and walked over 
She looks to me like just the girl to play Jenny to the little piano. 


Gestalt in our new musical ‘Chopped Liver’. 





ene Pies 
Yes. soon the shy damsel from Des Moines 
lifted her voice in song. A small voice to be 
¢°/e snd one that could hardly be heard 
the tiny Italian restaurant, but a voice 


vi. h purity of tone that it brought a hush 
eve: the room. 


DONOU SIGN ME 
FOR THE LEAD = 


Thrilled by the quality of her performance, 
Roget and Messerchmann talked Beverly in- 
to starring in ‘‘Chopped Liver’’ their petite and 
unaffected new musical. 








I THINK Ming I SHALL Tae SEE 
= LOVE 
TREE! 7 


The little restaurant seemed transformed into 
a grand concert hall as Beverly's petite and 
unaffected little voice trilled sweetly and 
sure, leaving no one unmoved. 


I'M GONNA WASH THAT MAN RIGHT 

OUTA MY HAIR, I'M GONNA WASH 

THAT MAN RIGHT OUTA MY * < d 
HAIR, I'M GONNA... 

Whee oe as) E © 


ALL RIGHT! you 





At length Beverly agreed to play the par? of 
Jenny Gestalt, the petite and unaffected 
heroine of ‘Chopped Liver’ and the most 
sought after role since “Harvey”. 





And so the idol of millions who see her nightly as the wholesome star of “Chopped 


liver” 


(and also those who sneak down to Coney Island after the show to watch 


her do her famous moonlight strip), Beverly Kalfin goes on in her simple ways, a 
living tribute to the American girl. Yes, simple and unassuming, petite and unaffected 


are the words for this silver-throated thrush. 


PAUL HAINES SOUGHT TO CHANGE HIS FORTUNE ON A MERE PUSH OF A BUTTON, BUT TO HIS CHAGRIN HE 
LEARNED THAT THE RESULTS OF ANY CHANGES ARE UNPREDICTABLE / 


THERE'LL 
BE SOME 



















YOU, CEDRIC HAINES, 
MY NOBLE GREAT, GREAT 
GRANDFATHER... WHO IN 
THE LAST YEAR OF YOUR 
LIFE SQUANDERED A GREAT 
FORTUNE, SEE WHAT YOUR 
WASTE HAS DONE TO MES 
IM LITTLE MORE THAN 4 
A PAUPER / ‘ 
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‘T WAS QUITE TRUE THAT PAUL HAINES’ 
CESTOR, CEDRIC, WHO HAD BUILT THIS 
HOUSE IN NEW ENGLAND, WAS A WASTREL... 


HAD YOU BEEN CAREFUL ABOUT 
YOUR SPENDING, CEDRIC, YOUR 
SON ALBERT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO INVEST 2 
IN THIS GROWING 

COUNTRY OF OURS, 


YOUR LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT! “ TO MY 
ONLY SON, ALBERT, I 
BEQUEATH ALL THAT 
REMAINS OF MY 
WORLOLY GOODS... 
MY HOME AND THE 
FURNITURE 
THEREIN’ “ 


WOULD HAVE BEEN 
RICH! TD HAVE 
BEEN RICH! 
















YOU/RE ALWAYS BLAMING 
WIM, PAUL./ WHAT ABOUT 
YOURSELF? YOU'VE A 
GREAT TALENT FOR 
INVENTION, BUT YOU/VE 
WASTED SO MUCH TIME 
WORRYING ABOUT MONEY 
THAT WAS SPENT IN 1780/ 


Tt 
ABOUT CEDORIC 
HAINES, LENORE, 
AND HOW HE 

CHEATED ME/ 











THOSE SENTIMENTS DON’T CHANGE THE 
PUT FOOD IN THE LARDER/ PAST! WHY 
IF THERE WERE ONLY SOME HAVEN‘/T © 
WAY OF CHANGING THE THOUGHT OF 
-| | THIS BEFORE? 
IT CAN BE 


CHANGE 
THE PAST? 


IT LOOKS LIKE A TELEVISION 
SET, PAUL, ONLY MORE 
COMPLICATED / 











STEW AGAIN’ I'M 
SICK OF IT... SICK 
OF HAVING TO LIVE 
IN SUCH POVERT y/ 





atl . 
lok poe 


IVE NEVER COMPLAINED, 
DEAR, BUT T DO WISH 
YOU'D CONCENTRATE ON 
YOUR INVENTIONS ! 
\ YOU MIGHT BE 
SUCCESSFUL! 























PAUL TOOK WHAT LITTLE 
SAVINGS HE HAD AND BOUGHT 
CERTAIN MYSTERIOUS EQuUIP- 
MENT! FOR NEARLY A MONTH 
THEREAFTER, HE WORKED 
FAR INTO THE NIGHT... 


I’M GLAD TO SEE 
YOU SO INTERESTED 
IN YOUR WORK, 
DEAR / 


ON ITS SCREEN I CAN BRING 
BACK ANY IMAGE FROM THE 
PAST..AND WE CAN WATCH 
THE SUBJECT'S ACTIONS, HEAR 
HIS VOICE OVER THE 
AMPLIFIER { 


HISTORY2 BAH / 
MY INTEREST 
1S IN MONEY, 
NOTHING ELSE / 
WITH ONE PUSH 
OF THIS BUTTON, 
I CAN ELIMINATE 
A_MAN AT ANY 

POINT IN HIS 
LIFES 


THAT_IS 
WONDERFUL, 
PAUL... 1T 
WILL BE A 
REAL BOON 
TO HUMANITY, 
BEING ABLE 


ACTUALLY 
HAPPEN/ 


LOOK AT THAT GREAT 
CHEST, HOW BEAUTIFULLY 
CARVED/ I GELIEVE IT’S 
SOME SORT OF A 
STRONGBOX / 


FAUL WATCHED GREEDILY AS 

CEDRIC HAINES OPENED THE 

CHEST, AND SAW THAT IT WAS 
FILLED WITH CURRENCY/ 


YOU MEAN TO BRING CEDRIC 
HAINES INTO BEING ON THAT 
SCREEN, THEN ELIMINATE 
HIM BEFORE HE WILL HAVE 
SPENT HIS FORTUNE? 


PRECISELY! THEN 
WIE MONEY WILL 
BE MINE! 


We& 


At 
% ( 


HE SAW CEDRIC LOCK THE 
CHEST AND GO INTO THE 
DRAWING ROOM! HE HEARD 
THE VOICE OF HIS ANCESTOR, 
GAY, CAREFREE... 


YOU UNDERSTAND, 
MR. HOLT, I WANT 
THIS COACH TO 

HAVE THE FINEST 


-WORKMANSHIP/ 


SPARB NO 
EXPENSE! 


A WASTE OF 
MONEY! 


THERE HE 1S, 
LENORE, MY 
GREAT, GREAT 
GRANDFATHER, 


IN THE STUDY/ 

HE LOOKS YERY 

MUCH LIKE HIS 
PORTRAIT! 


CED 

WQCMs 

K was ed 
m ji hk Z 


I INTEND TO ENJOY MY 
FORTUNES I’M GOING TO 
ORDER THE FINEST TEAM 
OF HORSES FROM ENGLAND! 
IVE MONEY TO BURN/ 





ALBERT, MY SON, T 
WANT YOU TO COME 
TO BOSTON WITH ME! 
I INTEND TO HAVE 
MR. REVERE MAKE 
SOME SILVER FOR 
OUR DINING ROOM / 


I Bee yOu 
NOT TO SPEND 

HASTILY, 

FATHER! 


YOU SEE, 
LENORE, HE 


PAUL HAINES RUSHED AT ONCE 
TO THE STUDY AND TURNED 
ON THE DESK LAMP/ 


THE CHEST, IT ISNT 
LENORE/7THE / RIGHT THIS 
CHEST /S WAY, PAUL ! 
HERES UM 

A RICA MAN/..A 









YOU HEAR THAT 2 
EVEN ALBERT 
SAW THAT HIS 
FATHER WOULD 
LEAVE HIM ‘ 


NO NEED TO WORRY/ T 
HAVE MILLIONS OF ( 
DOLLARS IN THAT ‘ 
CHEST IN MY 
.STUDY/ 


HE BROKE OPEN THE LOCK 
OF THE CHEST... 


IT'S CONTINENTAL 
CURRENCY / NOT 

WORTH THE PAPER 
IT’S PRINTED ON/ 
IMM ST/LL POOR! 


NOTHING / 


NO, PAUL, YOU ) IT _CAN’T MAKE ANY 
MUSTN’T/ DIFFERENCE TO CEDRIC, 
BUT IT WILL TO MEY HE 
WON’T BE THERE LONG 
ENOUGH TO SPEND THOSE 
MILLIONS! THERE, IT'S 
DONE/ _ 


3 


& Wey SS 
Tene AMS, 





YOU WERE RIGHT! I’VE 
WASTED MY LIFE 
GREEDILY LONGING 
FOR SOMETHING 
THAT WASN/T MINES 
FROM NOW ON T’/LL 
MAKE GOOD ON 

“ MY OWN/ 





YOu SEE 
PAUL, AT’ 
LEAST 
CEORIC 
HAINES 













ENJOYED IT 


IVE EVER 


ONCE...AND SOON 
AFTER HE DIED, 
IT BECAME 
WORTHLESS 
ANYHOW! SO YOU 
WERE NOT 

CHEATED 
AFTER ALL! 


MILLIONAIRE / _ WANTED! 
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TnoAn LEGEND TOLD OF THE MAGICAL POWER OF CHI-HA-NICHI/ AND WHEN AN EVIL MAN BOUGHT THAT STRANGE 
POOL OF SPARKLING WATER, THE RETURN ON HIS INVESTMENT WAS MORE THAN HE BARGAINED FOR... 


THOSE e 


VM FINALLY FREE WHITE MAN, YOU GO! 


AFTER TWENTY YEARS CHI-HA-NICHI BELONG } 

IN PRISON! THIRTY-SEVEN CHIEF RED DUST! 
DOLLARS INMY POCKET! 
|) PIETY-ONE YEARS OLD AND 
IC NO PROSPECTS AHEAD 
> OF ME! IF L COULD JUST 

FIGURE SOME ANGLE 
TO MAKE MYSELF SOME 
FAST MONEY! 























YOU OWN THIS _\WHO ENTER CHI-HA-NICHI 
BUBBLING POOL? } GET NEW...TWENTY 
WHAT'S MAGIC YEAR NEW! QuICK 
Ny ABOUT IT, ¥ 

A. CHIEF? 










YOU MEAN IT/S ONE OF THOSE PHONY 
INDIAN LEGENDS? IF BATHIN’IN 
THE POOL MAKES PEOPLE TWENTY 
YEARS YOUNGER, WHY DON'T YOU 
DUNK YOURSELF ? YOU LOOK. 

EIGHTY, IF YOU/RE A DAY! 


PETE ARLEN'S OPPORTUNITY CAME MUCH SOONER THAN 
HE'D HOPED! HE HAD WANDERED INTO LONG BOW,WYOMING, 
AND WAS HAVING LUNCH IN A SMALL CAFE... 


SERVICE AND I STILL 
DON’T KNOW WHAT 


ENOUGH MONEY, 
VM GOING To Do! % 


SAVED, EDoIE! 


AKAN 
SEN 


YOU LOOK LIKE YOU COULD USE SOME Vi : 
CASH, CHIEF RED DUST! IF YOU GOT } MONEY AND VAMOOSED IN A BIG 
TITLE TO THIS POOL,I/LL PAY YoU 


if CHIEF HAS 
PAPER! WILL 


THE OLD SWINDLER TOOK My 


HURRY! WONDER HOW MANY CHUMPS 
HE'S SOLD THIS CHI-HA-NICHI TO? 
WELL, NOW |'VE GOT SOMETHING 

TO SELL TO SOME OTHER 
CHUMP..IF I CAN FIND ONE! 


I WANT TO LEARN TO BE A FIRST-RATE MECHANIC 
FIRST! TROUBLE IS,IT’D TAKE THREE MONTHS AT 
SCHOOL AND WE/D HAVE TO LIVE OFF SOME OF 


MIND IF I JOIN YOU? I COULDN'T 
HELP HEARING YOUR 


EVER HEAR OF CHI-HA-NICHI ? INDIANS 
CLAIM ITS WATER IS MAGIC! L RECKON IT 
16; TOO, CAUSE THE CHIEF I BOUGHT IT 
FROM KNOCKED TWENTY YEARS OFF 
HIS LIFE BY BATHIN’ INIT! 





YOU BOUGHT \ YOURE LOOKIN! AT 
CHi-HA-NICHI | THE ORIGINAL DEED 
FROM CHIEF TO THE LAND, : TO BE ENOUGH TO SEE 
REO DUST? SAy, \ FELLER! MEBBE { SOME ENTERPRISIN’ US THROUGH THE NEXT 
IF THAT WATER \ YOU RECOGNIZE YOUNG FELLER WAS TO THREE MONTHS, PAY 
DOES WHAT ITS THE CHIEF'S 

SUPPOSED TO < SIGNATURE! IT'S 


AND MAKE A DOWN 
PAYMENT ON THE 
7 STATION I WANT, 
LINDA! 1M GOING TO 
INVEST IN THAT POOL! 


PETE ARLEN WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE LONG BOW A FEW 

PETE'S HEART THUMPED WITH EXCITEMENT AS HE DAYS LATER, WHEN HE HEARD A CONVERSATION THAT 
ACCOMPANIED THE YOUNG PAIR TO THE BANK! HE Beouicer El Lae 

HADN'T EXPECTED TO FIND SUCH AN EASY MARK oe 


LIKE L SAID,\ THREE THOUSANDS VVE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT! ALL THE OLD FOLKS 
EDDIE, MY ASKIN’ PRICE | 


IN TOWN HAVE BEEN RIDING OUT TO THAT MAGIC POOL 
Se ie Peorasry wis © Use ele FOR THE LAST FEW DAYS! YOU SUPPOSE THERE'S 
FIVE THOUSAND, BUT VM “HOPE IT ANYTHING TO IT; MR.HOLLOWAY 7 
BX. WILLIN’ TO GIVE A NICE, PAYS OFF! 
Bey YOUNG COUPLE 


SOMETHIN! FOR THOSE PEOPLE 
TO PAY FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
EACH TO BE MADE TWENTY 

P=, YEARS YOUNGER! 


THE EX-CONVICT HURRIED OUT TO SEE WHAT WAS GOING ON 
3 AT THE MAGIC POOL... 


“C WOW! THAT KID IS ONE SMART OPERATOR! HE MUST 
“S BE CLEANIN’ UP TEN TIMES AS MUCH AS I HOOKED 


! 
BUCKS IM FOR, ON THAT PHONY, YOUTH WATER! 


EACH! I 

~ GOT TO SEE 
THIS! I 
THOUGHT 


RHODES 
WAS A 





PETE GASPED WITH AMAZEMENT AS HE SAW THE OLD 
COUPLE ENTER THE POOL AND VANISH! | 
7 


tT SURE DOES! YOU NOTICE HOW 
PEOPLE GO INTO IT AND DISAPPEAR? 
WELL, I KNOW A LITTLE ABOUT SUCH 
THINGS! ITHASTODOWITH © 
SENDIN//EM THROUGH A TIME 


IN LONG BOW LATER, ACTUALLY 
LOOKIN’ THAT MUCH YOUNGER! 


BY THE TIME THE RHODES HAD GONE, 
THERE WAS LITTLE WATER LEFT IN 
THE POOL, AND EVEN THE SPRING 
HAD DRIED UP... 


IF I CAN GO BACK TWENTY YEARS 

LL BE YOUNG ENOUGH TO REALLY, 

MAKE GOOD AT THE RACKETS! ge 
AND THIS TIME I WONT 


EDDIE AND LINDA RHODES HAD MONEY IN THE BANK, AND 
A FINE NEW HOME! AND EDDIE, A FIRST-RATE MECHANIC, 
HAD A BETTER SERVICE STATION THAN HE EVER 
PARED DREAM OF OWNING! 


PRTE ARLEN WATCHED THE YOUNG COLIPLE CASH IN ON 
THE MAGIC POOL HE SOLD THEM, UNTIL THE LAST OF 
THE OLD PEOPLE ENTERED IT AND STARTED TO VANISH! 


IT DOES WORK! WHEN THEY'RE J} 
GONE, I/M GOIN/TO TAKE A > 
DIP MYSELF! 2 


MAGIC CHI-HA-NICHI DRIED UP 
AFTER PETE ARLEN VANISHED! 
BUT THE WATER HAD SERVED ITS 
PURPOSE! THERE WERE NO OLD 
PEOPLE LEFT IN LONG Bow... 


PETE ARLEN... 
WELL, HE 
WENT BACK 
20 YEARS, 
TOO! WHEN 
THE WATERS 
OF CHI-HA 
NicHi 
FULFILLED 
THEIR PROMISE, 
PETE STARTED 
A 20-YEAR 
PRISON 
SENTENCE..FOR 
THAT'S WHAT 
HE WAS 
DOING 
20 YEARS 
BEFORE! 
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BG oo WOULD YOU DO IF YOU KNEW & MAN WHO COULD LIV 
NOU TRY TO FIND OUT WHO HE WAS -- ANOS WHAT HE’ WAS 
SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT HAPPENED TO wee 


WHO 
The COULD 


SAVE HIM, SOMEONE / BY 
HE'LL BE KILLED / | 


& FOREVER 2 WOULO 
2 COME ALONG AND 





zzZ TTT 


THE CROWD ROSE To ITS IN THE CROWO WAS TOM 
FEET, SHRIEKING WITH BLAKE, A REPORTER = 
HORROR / BUT... FOR THE CITY PAPER... HOW DOES HE 00 IT # NO 


= ONE HADTIME TO TAKE 
THERE YOU ARE, LADIES } HE'S ALIVE / THAT'S ANY MIRRORS AWAN -- 
AND GENTLEMEN --THE A TERRIFIC TRICK / * OR ANYTHING LIKE 
INVINCIBLE INVULNERNO/ ‘ 


THAT’ GUESS Z'LL 
CAN'T BE TOUCHED ASK. HIM MYSELF,” 
BY Fi oR 





I WAS TRYING TO HOIST UP THE WEIGHT FOR ) THAT'S 
ONE OF MN ACTS -- WHEN IT STARTED 
TO SUP! INVULNERO WAS NEAR- 
BY -- IT FELL ON HIM 7 


SUODENLY ... 





I'VE GOT TO COVER SOME- (\ iy 

THING OF INTEREST: Me. ANN Ne: 

FALLON/ AND I'M INTER- <i \ 

ESTED INYOUR STAR ACT/ a ' \ 
, \ N 


TOO LATE! HE GAVE\ME 
HIS NOTICE ¥ HE'S 
LEAVING THE SHOW / 
TI OFFERED HIM MUCH 
MORE -- BUT HE SAYS 
IT'S NOT A MATTER. 
OF MONEY / 
eI 


wa 





HOW DID HE 
COME HERE 
IN THE FIRST 


NO’ NONE OF US HAVE / 
HE KEEPS MOSTLY TO 
HIMSELF /Y BUT 3 CAN 
TELL NOU THERE'S 


SOMETHING ABOUT HIM 


PEOPLE LIKE’ 


i 
Aa 


ue 








SENSING AN UNUSUAL STORY, BLAKE 
WASTED NOTIME... 





I'LL GET YouR 
ANGLE ON HIM 
LATER / RIGHT 
NOW I WANT 
TO INTERVIEW 
HIM / WHERE 


CAN I 
“FIND HIM 2 





IN THE LAST TENT 
TO THE RIGHT OF 
THE MIDWAN 7 


S woe 


INVULNERO -- AND . noe oe ih 
DOZENS OF CIRCUS G ea 
ANIMALS LYING 


NEAR HIM 


NI ae 

en 
BLAKE SOON MADE UH... I'M VERY TIRED, 
KNOWN HIS ERRAND... ipeeed . WHY DON'T You 


THERE'S NO- 
THING TO SAY 
ABOUT ME? 


I'M WHAT You 








HMPF/ BRUSHED OFF/ BUT 
THERE'S SOMETHING MIGHTY J] 


GOOD DAY, Ne 


= 


Mr. BLAKE! Wag 


fli 


A | ' if Sy \ ‘ 
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Wy fe Vitae | ) VC 

. sag y sth. cd A yy \ 


i 


A a 


a 


i 
/ 


d, iw 4g 
"y ig 





SO 17'S DYNAMITE! 
THINK OF THE 
HEADLINES 7 
“STRANGER 

INQUR MIDST’ 
“VISITOR FROM 
OUTER SPACE! 





PLAYING A HUNCH, BLAKE SPOKE TO HIS EDITOR.. 


BOSS-- THIS GuY'S GOOD FOR AT 

LEAST A DOZEN FEATURES, 
LISTEN TO THIS -- " ALL ANIMALS 
LOVE HIM / PEOPLE SWEAR HE 
CAN'T BE KILLED’” AND 

SO ON... 




















BUT BLAKE WAS DETERMINED TO FIND OuT THE OKAY, COME ON / WE'RE 
PAYING ANISIT 

TO MR. INVULNERO 

BEFORE “ 

IT'S TOO 


TRUTH’ HE CALLED ON A CLOSE FRIENO. 
COCTOR PEARSON OF THE SCIENCE 
PSSST TUTE no. ee 


NOW TELL 
ME L'M 
CRAZY 
AFTER 
WHAT 
You've 
HEARD/ 





I CAN'T SAY You'D BE BELIEVED BY 
ANYONE ELSE, TOM / BUT KNOWING 
YOu THE WAY 
DO -- I'D 

ye NANT 
PROOF / 





PAPER _WITH AND IT'S GLOWING, 
STRANGE HAND= | AS IF THERE WERE 
WRITING ON IT’ A... HALO : 
INVULNERO'S AROUND IT/ 
HANDWRITING / ae 






MINUTES LATER , ONTHE OTHER SIDE _ 


OF TOWN... ; 
en ee HE CHECKED OUT/ 
, LOOK, BOB, I'M NOT 
TALKING THROUGH MY HATY 
INWULNERO IS AN EXTRA- 
TERRESTRIAL / WHO g LOOK 
ssi AT THAT 
DRAWER... 











BOB--L'VE ANOTHER, 
HUNCH HE'S MEETING 


HEAVEN ree 


SLOW DOWN A 
MOMENT/ LOOKS 
LIKE AN 
ACCIDENT? 


ALL THOS 
AR 


= PEOPLE 
OUND 


ASPACE SHIP NEAR 
THE Bune oo Ou 

YOUR TALE -- 
BUT, LET'S Go? 


jy p> = 
NOM A 


‘i 


g 


| 


"ul 





T-THAT'S RIGHT, OFFICER! LATER AT THE DUNES WITH 
ENSUING NIGHT... 


I'M THE DRIVER OF THE 
CAR! WHEN I 
STEPPED OUT TO 
SEE... H. HE 

WASN'T THERE / 


LTRIED TO GET 
OF Ril = 


nie my, 


HURRY / WE ) TALMOST 


BELIEVE 


ISTHAT SO? 
THEN LOOK 
UP THER 





THERE HE IS/ FUNNY, 
I SHOULD BE 
AFRAID THAT HE'S 
AN ALIEN BEING-- 
8UT I'M NOTY 


BECAUSE HE'S A 
WE 


A 
PLANATION FOR HIS 
BEING HERE / 


I KNOW MANY THINGS-- 
BUT YOU MUST NEVER. 
FEAR WHAT = 

MA BE / 


B-BUT, WHO ARE You 2 
NO ONE KNOWS ANY- 


YOu CAME TO 
WORK FOR HIM / 


( 


HE SAID HE 
WAS JUST 
VISITING” 

MAYBE HE 

WAS A wey 


% 


YES / You ARE 
CORRECT, DR, 
PEARSON / 


“SOU KNEW WE 


WERE HERE? fF 


Come 
SOR WARD / 
4) 


a 


LET US SAY THAT PEOPLE'S 
MORIES Gan 


4 / 
UA si 


OR MAYBE... 
HE WAS AN... 








GBonetiness cor EARTH, FEAR AND R 


SS FOR YEARS I HAD BEEN ta 
eS HAVE pene: LAGUED ALL SPACE SHIP CO. 


OF THIS, i NOW I(T HA 
HAPPENED . 





“E PAT © SOME m6 
TIMES THE pEESSIne EeuerSn NTS THE < GRAVEST THEY'VE SS 
PROBLEM OF ANY COMMANDER ... MUT MUTINIED AND 
a —— ' THROWN ME 
INTO SPACE/ 
I'Lte ORIFT 
a FOREVER / 
Y-YOu'RE MAKING. ¥ WHAT MISTAKE = J 
A TERRIBLE WY WE'RE DOING You 
MISTAKE / A FANOR, CAPTAIN / 
: YOU LOVE CRUISING 
IN SPACE SO MUCH-- 
WE'RE JUST GIVING 
YOU ALL OF SPACE 
AND THE REST OF 
ETERNITY TO 
CRUISE AROUND 


ED SO SIMPLY... 


IF ONW GENERAL 
LARSON HADN'T 
CALLED ME IN 
THAT MORNING 
SO LONG 
AGO... 





IT SEEMED WONDERFUL THEN, THAT I WAS CHOSEN fi) I HAVE SUST THE 


MEN. GENERAL 
CAPTAIN CREWES, WE HAVE wg 8 me} > LARSON. WHAT 
A SPECIAL MISSION THAT mc J : \S THE MISSION, 
WILL TAKE YOU AWAN FROM 5 4 A — Sire 
EARTH FOR MANY YEARS,’ : 
CAN YOU GET THE 

PROPER CREW 

FOR SUCH A 

MISSION 2 


| THIS AREA OF OUTER SPACE IS STILL UN- 
CHARTED / YOUR MISSION IS TO SWEEP 
THE WHOLE AREA, CHART THE PLANETS 


WHICH WE KNOW EXIST BUT CANNOT 

LOCATE AND SPACE PERIMETER AT 
LEARN ALL ABOUT 4&7 I THINK VECTOR G30... 

THEM / IT MIGHT A You'RE RIGHT, SIR! 

BE BETTER NOT “@% WE'LL TAKE OFF AS 

TO TELL YOUR ik. SOON ASTHE SHIP 

MEN THE LENGTH [ita IS IN ORDER / 

OF THE CRUISE’ J 





THERE WERE MANY AD- BUT THIS ONE WASN'T WE BARELY SCRAMBLED 
VENTURES TO SPICE THE EMPTY! SUDDENLY... BACK INTIME... 
LONELINESS OF THE aaa 





PATROL... A 


BLAST OFF -- 
AND HANG 


EMPTY HERE... 
UGLY. TOO! 


THAT'S THE 
SAME STORY 
WE'VE FOUND IN 
MOST OF THESE 
FORSAKEN 
PLACES / 





WE HAD TO BE CONSTANTLY ... BUT SOMETIMES WITH- THIS TIME IT WAS SPACE- 
ON THE ALERT FROM DAN- IN OUR OWN RANKS... sic 
GERS NOT ONW ON THE 
OUTSIDE... FULL ASTERN ALL BLASTER 
” Ses I TURES WHAT'S THE 
MATTER WITH YOU, 
HELMSMAN 2 


KNESS THAT STRUCK 
SO SUDDENLY... 


GOTO YOUR, 
BUNK / 
4 yy at : s 








WHEN I REPORTED MISSION ACCOMPLISHED I WAS 
SURPRISED BY THE REPLY... 


EXTEND PATROL INDEFINITELY J’ 
EARTH BECOMING UNIN- 
HABITABLE THROUGH ICE- 
CAP FORMATION / WILL IN- 
FORM WHEN ANO WHERE 

YOU SHOULD REPORT / 


BETTER NOT TELL THE 
CREW AND SIMPLY 
GIVE ORDERS TO 
SWEEP A NEW 
SECTOR / 


SO I TOLD NO ONE--AND 
ISSUED NEW ORDERS... - 


BUT, CAPTAIN. 
WE WERE 


SUPPOSED 
TO GO HOME 

AFTER REACH- 
ING HERE’ 


CAPTAIN, SOME- 

THING'S WRONG / 

WE'RE GOING 
TO CRASH INTO 
THOSE METEORS 





Pee Wee pe Thame COULDNT 8UT IT WAS MORE SERIOUS THAN I THOUGHT. 
t oes 
2 iE WHAT'S NOU'RE GOING , CAPTAIN / 


I SAY WE'VE GOT TO SET HIM ADRIFT/ GOING ON? | UNLESS NOU TURN THIS SHIP 
THEN GO HOME ANDO SAY HE WAS LOST WHAT ARE arn 

WHEN HIS GRAVITY BELT FAILED NOU DOING 

WHILE HE WAS ON A PLANET 
























IT'S GETTING 
SERIOUS / I'LL 
HAVE TO TELL 
THEM THE TRUTH J 
BETTER MAKE 
SOME NOTES ON 
THE EASIEST WAY 
TO TELL THEM / 





STOP THAT / THAT'S 
MUTINY / LET ME Go, 
IMMEDIATELN / 


Y, 
Uy 
UMS 


OKAY, SOIT'S \ THEY'REGONG TO SET | [ETRIED TO TELL THEM... BUT THEY W 
MUTINY’ NOW =| ME ADRIFT OUT HERE BEYOND LISTENING... 
CLUMB INTO I CAN'T POSSIBLY 

THESE OR GLIDE INTOANIN- Q OKAY, HE'S 

WE'LL SHOVE HABITED PLANET.’ Out! LET'S 

NOU OUT . 

WITHOUT Me. 2a 


st “ 
a 
Re uit 


‘ot 


[I'm BEYOND 4S MOONE «= GUT SUDDENLY... SURE GLAD 


HOPE NOW... 4 MN WE GOT 
WITH THAT ae J | WHO--WHO _) WE'LL BE HERE IN 
\ “RIGHT THERE,| | TIME, SIR/ 


CAPTAIN / 


UA : 
I ons uf J no 
“7 7 


zIN 


ee tu 


YOU WERE WRONG NOT TO 
TELL US, SIR/ THAT WOULD 


BEAR TO BREAK 
THE BAD NEWS’ 

A | FAMILIES 

ARE! J 


\. Ly MJ 


LET'S FORGET THE WHOLE THING / 
CRUISING STATIONS ALL. SET 
COURSE FOR PLANET EARTH’ 
WE'RE GOING HOME / A 





Mor PLANE TOID x 


Gir: HIGH COUNCIL OF THE GALAXY GOVERNMENT y 
HAD VOTED / AND NOW THE SPECIAL COMMISSION SHIP... YOU HAVE BEEN 


WAS ABOUT TO BLAST OFF FOR PLANETOID X... , CLEARED FOR TAKE- 
vi OFE/’Y THE BEST OE 


eee iis Se Ny LUCK TO YOU... THE 
: 4 AS WHOLE GALAXY IS 
ee COUNTING ON YOu / 
LUCK FOR. ou ee 
otis % SS 
SAN 
Ad \ WS . 





ALL OF US,’ 
iF YOu 
SuccEED 
IN Your 
MISSION , 
THE WHOLE 


COMMANDER TO YES, SIR-- WE DOES THE KIN YES -- BUT HE 

NAVIGATOR -- (S SHOULD ENTER KNOW WE'R DOESN'T KNOW 
ITS ORBIT IN COMING 2 WHY J 

SET FOR. EXACTLY THREE 

PLANETOID x 2 MONTHS AND 

SEVEN DAYS/ 


EXACTLY THREE MONTHS AND COMMANDER TO CREW... STRAP 
‘DAYS LATER... : ; YOURSELVES. INTO YOUR CONTOUR 


SEATS’ WE ARE ABOUT 
WE ARE APPROACH - TO LAND v 


JING PLANETOIO x xX Se : 


SIR / 


GREAT KING, 
WE ARE A 
SPECIAL COM- 
MISSION FROM 
THE GALAKY 
GOVERNMENT,’ 
OURS ISA 
MISSION OF 
THE GRAVEST 
IMPORTANCE.. 





-.- AS YOU KNOW, THE WHOLE 


GALAXY IS RECOVERING 
FROM A SERIES OF 
WARS / DURING OUR 
TERRIBLE ERA OF 
TURMOIL AND STRIFE, 
ONW YOUR PLANETOID 
HAS REMAINED 

AT PEACE... 


HEAR THIS -- |T 1S TRUE 
THAT THOSE WHO LIVE 
ON MY PLANETOID NEVER 
WAR AMONG THEMSELVES 
AND HAVE ALL THE 
MATERIAL OBJECTS 
THEY DESIRE... BUT 
ONW AT A VERY 

GREAT PRICE / 


ONW HERE HAVE THE BE- 
INGS KNOWN UNINTER- 
RUPTED CONTENTMENT 
AND PROSPERITY / THIS, 
GREAT KING, THE HIGH 
COUNCIL CHOOSES 

TO REGARD AS 

PROOF OF THE 
WISDOM OF YOUR 
SYSTEM OF 
GOVERNMENT... 


DESPOT’ MY SUBJECTS 

LIVES ARE COMPLETELY 
REGULATED... 

ALL DECISIONS 

ARE MINE / 


WE DO 
NOT CARE! 


«es AND OUR MISSION IS 
TO ASK YOU TO INSTITUTE 
YOUR. SYSTEM ALL OVER 
THE GALAXY / BE KING 
OF THE GALAXY, SO THE 
REST OF US MIGHT 
KNOW THE SAME 
PEACE, CONTENT - 
MENT AND 
PROSPERITY / 


FOR PEACE 
AND PROS- 
PERITY -- 
FREEDOM 
ISA 


PLEASE-- 
WE BEG 
YOU... 
GRANT 
our 
REQUEST!) 





WE SHALL SOME WITH ME TO THE 
CAMP NEAR PALACE, MY SON’ 

OUR SPACE- I HAVE MUCH 
SHIP--AND THINKING TO DO / 

IS VERY RETURN 

TEMPTING! / FOR. YOUR 
ANSWER. 
TOMORROW! 


EVERYONE 1S YOU HAVE SPREAD 
CONTENT, PEACE AND PROS- 
GREAT KING’ PERITY EVERY- 





THE 

GALAXY J 
His 

SYSTEM 


GOVERN- 
MENT HAD 


BEEN 
INSTITUTED 
EVERY - 

WHERE... 


THERE IS NO ONE ch eS MEETING OF DISSIDENTS. 
IN THE WHOLE Ne HAS RED...OF 


GALAXY THAT = 5 ERR. : BEINGS WHO. D. NE OPPOSE 
DOES NOT RRS SS THE GREAT KING, AND EVEN 
REVER YOU... : 5 NOW ARE RANTING 

; ; AGAINST HIM / 





SUCH BASE YOU ARE TOO KIND, SHOW US 
INGRATITUDE GREAT KING / BUT 1 | WHERE THEY 
MUST BE THESE BEINGS ARE HOLD THIS 
PUNISHED , BEYOND KINONESS/ INFAMOUS 
SEVEREW. THEY MusST NOT MEETING / 
REMAIN AT LARGE!’ /| 


THEY SAN THE 
KING IS KIND -- 
. f " BUT IS IT KINO- 
me j : NESS...TO 
a at WREST FREE- 
| i DOM FROM US... 
TO MAKE US ALL 
LIVE LIKE 
SLAVES = 


TRAITORS / 
INGRATES / 


WE MUST RE - 
FUSE TO 
OBEY IF HE 
ORDERS THE 
OISSIDENTS 
RELEASED 
WE MUSTN'T 
LET HIM BE 
BETRAYED 
BY HIS. 
OWN KIND - 
NESS 





RIP THE MASK OFF 
THIS ONE / LET 
HiS HATEFUL 
FACE HAROEN 
THE KING'S 
HEART TO 
RIGHTEOUS 
STERNNESS/ 


‘i N, \ 


“ 
‘ 


‘hy 


Mi iy 
: Vine N 


YOU ARE NO ENOUGH / 
FATHER TO 

ME... YOu 

WHO HAVE 

ENSLAVED 

THE GALAXY / 


ae 1 s < 
EK a we 
oS Ae 
VW Beer eee 
Mh Eee 


YES. MY 

SON--A 
TERRIBLE 
DREAM / 





IT WAS THE NEXT DAY NOW... are ii : xr a= THOUGHT 


WE HAVE RETURNED FoR 
YOuR ANSWER, GREAT 
KING.” WILL YOU ACCEPT 2 
WILL YOU RULE 

THE GALAXY = 


EPLY... 


. : Poe), : \ 
Z pra Z Ai ie 


... AND MY ANSWER IS 
NO / DO NOT PRESS 
ME FOR REASONS... 
BUT TELL THE HIGH 
COUNCIL THAT FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE 
GALAKY.. MY ANSWER. 
MUST BE... NO” 


7A). ) 
<< 












Wy \\ ‘) NN Ve 
se 


IT (S TRUE THAT MY SYSTEM. OF GOVERNMENT 
WORKS HERE -- BUTONW BECAUSE ASIDE FROM 

MY IMMEDIATE FAMILY, THIS PLANETOID IS 
INHABITED BY ROBOTS / THIS IT COULD NOT 

TELL THE COMMISSION -- FOR ROBOTS HAVE 4 
LONG BEEN OUTLAWED BY THE GALAXY GOVERNMENT, 





ROBOTS DO NOT REQUIRE FREEDOM...}| | FLESHAND  \ ay 
AND SO THEY ARE CONTENT,’ py oy yy 
fg 





» CARLTON PUBLICATION 








THE EARTHLINGS SMILE 
AS THEY WALK / THEY ARE 
CONTENTED WITH THEIR LOT, 
BUT IT WILL NOT TAKE LONG 

FOR. ME TO OPEN THEIR 

EYES TO THEIR DOOM,’ 


~DITKO ~ S285 | 


HROUGH ALL HIS WAKING HOURS, HE 
CONE 4 Et THUNDERED THE DETAILS OF HIS 
; ORBID VISIONS 

LAUGH, FOOLS, LAUGH -- BUT : — SMILES APE 
NOUR LAUGHTER WILL FADE 

WHEN MY PROPHECIES 


FADING.“ NO 
4d ON TOO LONG! LONGER is 
COME TRUE ... AND You 4) | THE Gtoomy 
FIND YOURSELVES 
CRUSHED BY YouR. 


phe ares LAUGHTER. HEARD! 
GUN TO INFECT 
DOOM |’ THE PEOPLE’ 


aN 


\ ohne 





EITHER CEASEAND 


Fe 
SHALL BEA 
» SEVEREONEY A 


BUFFOONS-- WHAT ARE YOu 

DEFENDING BY SILENCING 

ME. ? INANE OV... SENSE- 
LESS LAUGHTER / 


WILL >- I 
REFUSE,’ 


HE (S INCORRIGIBLE/ : f 2 HE LEAVES 


Lote “aah 
Y “= a US NO 
HE SHALL zits i 


NEVE 
CHANGE / 


MN 


THERE YOU MAY 
HARANGUE AGAINST 
JOY AND LAUGHTER 
AS LONG AS YOU 
WANT... 


i 
i 


Ro ie ‘ 
i ey er ae 
ew <p 
yy 


— 


l Cod Ja 
as 
\ ei y 





vas BUT ONLY THE 


BUSHING METEORS © 


AND THE LIFELESS 
| PLANETOIOS WILL 
| HEAR You’ 


I'VE ENTERED THE 
GRANITATIONAL SPH ERE 
OFA PLANET...I'™ 
BEING PULLED 

DOWN / 


17 


La 
Sy 
ath y i 

fy 


hh 


ite 


Ca —S 
i 


BUT THEY HAD BEEN MERCI- 
LESS / THEY HAD KNOWN 

HIM FOR. THE CORRUPTING 
MENACE HE WAS... 


HE HAD LANDED ON EARTH.’ AFTER USING THE LAST FEW 
REMAINING OUNCES OF HIS STRENGTH TO RENDER HIM- 
SELF INVISIBLE, HE HAD GEGUN DREAGGING HIMSELF 
ALONG THE STREETS, AND THEN THE OLD DESIPE To 
erg TON sei cialis HAD RISEN Bick its INSIDE 
OF HI . . 





IF I SPEAK TO THEM IN MY OWN FORM, a tt MUST CHOOSE WISEW.., D MUST FIND 
THEY WILL BE TOO power’ TO STEN! Oo Gusee eet ‘gris IS AKIN TO 
BUT I HAVE THE POWER T MINE 4 FOR THERE | ete 
INSINUATE MYSELE INSIDE Pie: CHOICE? ONCE I AM NSIDE OTHER, 
fos SMA =~ ie ao REMAIN INSIO oe 


ONE OF THE elle 
EARTHLINGS... 


THE FOOLS .-- 
THEY ARE ALL 


ME .AVONG THEM -- 
JUST ONE... 


I'VE WAITED TOO LONG.’ I AM - 
PHYSIOLOGICALIN UNSUITED TO 

THE EARTH-HABITAT AS AN 
INVISIBLE / 


I-I AM WEAKENING7Z 
(TIS NO LONGER A 

QUESTION OF FINDING 
THE RIGHT CONE... 
ANYONE MUST DO 
NOW IF TAM 





SAVED / 
THERES ONE / 


AND SO tT WAS NOT UNTIL THE NEXT Ay 
THAT HE LEARNED WHAT HIS DOOM WAS 
TOBE INSIDE THE FORM WHERE HE HAG 
IMPRISOHEO HIMSELF -- AND WOULD HAVE 
TO STAY UNTIL THE END. < 


— 


~ < = ee: rn 
: Te Ah 2A 
\ \ j ey ® 
XK oy a 


IT TOOK A SPLIT- SECOND 
TO INSINUATE HiMSELE 
INSIDE... 


THAT LAUGHTER... THAT HIDEOUS LAUGH - 
TER... WILL IT EVER STOP 2 WHAT SO 
OCF MONSTER DID I CHOSE IN THE DARK: 


IT SURE DOES! NOW 
I KNOW WHY THE 
OTHER BARKERS 
NEVER LASTED MORE 
THAN A oN ON THIS 


DOESN'T THAT 
LAUGHTER GET 
ON YOURS 

NERVES 2 


= 








THE OUTERMOST REACHES OF SPACE IT HAD COME --THE THICK BLACK 
CSLOUD THAT CONTAINED A SENTIENT THINKING BEING.... 


| CLOUD TRAVELER 
TO HEADGUARTERS-- 
OBSECTIVE IN 
| SIGHT... Sua 
| LAND SOON / 





DID ANYONE SEE ME = THE FIELD . NO--NO ONE 
SEEMED ABANDONED FROM 

ABOVE -- BUT THERE MAY BE 
f AN EARTHLING LURKING ABOUT,’ 


? WAS AND SO: AS HE WAS SOFTLY 
OBSERVED, 4 ADDRESSING THE WIDE - 
I MUSTRE- % | EYED-BOy, HE COMMUNI - 
PORT THIS TO CATED TELE PATHICALLY 
HEADQUARTERS S OWN WORLD... 


A CLOUD? CLoup- 
rT SAwv TRAVELER 

NO TO HEAD - 
CLouc... QUARTERS... 


«+e MY ARRIVAL WAS Zi “a Peat 
OBSERVED / AM ae ll i 
PRESENTLY ENGAGING Uf 
THE EARTHLING IN 
CONVERSATION... 
AND AWAITING Your 

INSTRUCTIONS 





WE apis eS A 


B SOPT? EVER 
BODY ELSE A WANS 
NELLS AT MEV 


= S\ = 
ey 


oa EP — 
“ie Y . Viena \ \ § ‘ 
SHALL WE WALK ee . 


ay ey 
NEAH--I'D LIKE = ¥ : ARE YOU SuRE YWoWAY_H ue cot Ve" J 
THAT / NOBODY'S “1 | THE BOY CAME . COME! ha 
EVER RES ME RAP ) THIS WAN = 





GET A MOVE ON, SARAH... HEY. MISTER.’ 
WE WANT TO FIND HIM THERE'S THE 
_. BEFORE CARK / TLOUD AGAIN? 


G-SOSH -- NO- 
BODY EVER HELD 
MY HAND THIS 
WAN BEFORE / 


Ti 
‘ Wt ANY 


Ti Ne hh 


\ ictal 
abeeki y a 


COME, CHILD -- COME! 

THERE (|S NOTHING 

TO FEAR’ BELIEVE 
ME, NOTHING AT 
ALL TO FEARY 


i 


WRATH YNT | 
SARAH... \ (\ Lo THE LIGHTNING... 
\ "4 ES Z he ' 
\ 


Mi 





A BOY = IT SAW NO AAAH... GOOD 
BOY! COLLD YOu RIDOANGCE To 


WHEN THEY UNCOVERED THEIR EYES... 























I-I WAS SO SURE I SAW SNM. DIO HAVE BEEN MISLED THE BOv, I 
HIM STANDING THERE... MOU SEE BY AN TLLUSION 
BUT NOW THERE'S : A BOY CREATED BY THE 
ONIN THAT MAN / STANDING LIGHTNING BOLT 2; 
y ON THE FIELO ; 
JUST NOWe2 





= 


(OG 





ees HAT BOYS GIVEN US €é'lL BE IAM GLAD . oFOR MY WORLD IS 
NOTHING BUT TROUBLE : THE BOY SAW FURTHER. ADVANCED IN 
EVER SINCE WE TOOK ME ARRIVE METHODS OF TREATING 
HIM IN FROM THE ON MY PEACE- DISTURBED CHILDREN / 
1LOR.PHANAGE/ A MISFIT! IS FUL RECON- ONCE HE HAS GROWN 
THAT'S WHAT HE IS/ NAISSANCE J INTO A MAN, HE SHALL 
AN UNGRATEFUL IAM GLAD BE PERMITTED TO 
MISFIT WHO RAN AWAY THAT HE IS CHOOSE BETWEEN 
THE FIRST CHANCE / NOW ON HIS STAYING ON OR 
’ y- RETURNING TO 
EARTH... 





THROW ALL 

ENGINES 

IN REVERSE, 
FAST / 


COuRE 
aa 


Dy 0g 
vata 
\\ KU 


Lic 


AN : 
HANAN Ni 
ee, r 








\F YOU'D EVER. KNOWN HOW TRAVELLING UP AMONG.THE STARS 
CHANGED MEN, YOU'D NEVER HAVE ACHED TO BE A SPACE 
PILOT -- NEVER... 












YOu WILL, SON -- 
WHEN YOU 'RE - 
OLD ENOUGH J 












GOSH, DAD--I 
JUST CAN'T WAIT 
TO GET UP THERE,’ 





Vf the POL 
y 


eA .* ‘44 THE GUARD LET ME 

4 BUT WHO en ire | 6 OA RIGHT THROUGH.’ AND 
4 COULD WAIT 2 | See ene i Kd NOW HE'S LOOKING 
A NOU WERE eri ee. ee FHE OTHER WAY 

TWELVE ee = 

YEARS OLD... L See me A| 

YOU KNEW 

WHAT YOu 

WANTED / 

SO ONE 

NIGHT... 


THIS FOOD LOCKER WILL } YOU MUST HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP, FOR THE NEXT THING 
MAKE A DANDY YOu KNEW... - a 

HIDING PLACE TILL . = = 

AFTER THE : y ~ 

BLAST - OFF / 


é 
s 
s 
a 
. 
os 
2 


YOU HADN'T BEEN STRAPPED FE 
IN --AND THE JOLT OF THE 
BLAST-OFF CAUSED YOu 

TO CRY OUT. 


UH-OH, THE SKIPPER WHEN YOu AND THE SKIPPER WERE FACE TO FACE, 
LOOKS WILL SURE BLOW HIS A LONG MOMENT PASSED WITHOUT A WORD, 
LIKE WE TOP WHEN HE MEETS A MOMENT DURING WHICH YOU SAW MORE HARD- 
HAVE ; THIS STOWAWAY J 
COMPANY. 


NESS IN A MAN'S FACE THAN YOU HAD EVER 
DREAMED POSSIBLE / THEN... 


ISSUE HIM RATIONS AND GEAR 
AND KEEP HIM OUT OF THE WAY! 





AND SO NOW, YOU WERE AMONG 
THE STARS -- BUT WHERE WAS 
THE FUN 2 NOBODY SPOKE TO 


YOU EXCEPT TO SAY... 
ee RP MOVE ASIDEY 
THIS IS NO 


PLEASURE Ya BEAT 
cruise’ | @ \ Uy 
ne 










STOP ALL EN- 
GINES/ PRE - 
PARE For 
EMERGENCY 
INSPECTION 
PROCEDURE! 







SIR, WE CAN'T KEEP 
ON COURSE, 





THE JET EXHAUST'S BEEN FOULED BY 

SPACE DEBRIS, SIR / IT'S WEDGED 
ALL THE WAY UP-- IT COULDN'T 
CLEAR IT./ 


SIR, I'M SMALL EN - 
OCUGH J PLEASE LET 





WE KNOW HOW 5 ae - es THERE'S NO 
NOU FEEL, SiR! ti <—s é \ OTHER WAY, 
BUT THE BOY'S : 
RIGHT.’ HE'S 
THE ONLY ONE 
SMALL ENOUGH 
TO DO THE 
Ie eal 


SO THE SKIPPER NODDED Ts tiie WAS Gol |) TWAS THEN THAT THE STORM 
GRIM / AND AFTER BE - SMO tht atti Li NS BLEW ITS LAST DYING GUST... 


ING GEARED UP... 
. CLEARED !IT/ JUST 


Y I'LL SHOWHIM..| | WAIT TILL HE HEARS 
\ I'LL MAKE HIM THAT Fh ans 
€ GLAD I CAME 


HE'S GOING. AWAY / THEY 'RE CIRCLING... 
HE'S LEAVING- THEY'RE COMING 
BACK / TH- THEY'RE 


ME / NO! NO/ 
GOING TO HIT ME/ 





PANIC BLINDS YOU... PANIC WHEW ...FOR A SECOND I THOUGHT 
PREVENTS YOU FROM SEE I WAS A GONER / GUESS You 

ING THE FIGURE REACHING ; PULLED AWAY SO YOU COULD 

YO! , COME BACK. AT THE 

‘ RIGHT ANG-LE, HUH 7 

; oe WHO PULLED ME IN 2 / THE SKIPPER 
: CIO / 


OUT FORR lb. 


I SAW RED WHEN YOU SHOWED 
uP AS A STOWAWAY ON MY 
SHIP! I GAVE THE CREW ~ wa 
STRICT ORDERS TO GIVE 
WD VW | YOU THE COLD SHOULDER! 
2 ANOTHER. BOY WOULD ‘VE 

BEEN CRUSHED FLAT 

BY THE TREATMENT 

WE GAVE YOU... 


} 
ie p 


ci y 
MeA 
LY 
V 
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TAKE A GOOD LOOK, MEN / RIGHT DOWN THERE 
IS WHERE WE'RE GOING TO FIND THE ANSWE. 
TO THE MYSTERY THAT'S BEEN STANDING THE 
WHOLE WORLD ON IT'S EAR FOR THE 
_ PAST TWENTY YEARS/ 


DO NOU THINK 
JARVIS IS 


IF HE IS... 
STILL ALIVE 2 


ITSA 
MIRACLE / 


HOLD TIGHT, 

EVERY BODY / 

WE! RE GOING- 
DOWN |/ 


( . 


IT GIVES YOu THE WILLIES TO THINK, 
ABOUT IT/ 


JARVIS -- THE FIRST MAN 
TO BUILD A SPACESHIP AND FLY IT UP 
INTO SPACE, 


LANDED RIGHT 
DOWN THERE TWENTY YEARS 


AGO... AND WAS NEVER 
HEARD FROM AGAIN / 


HMM... ACCORDING TO 
JARVIS' FLIGHT PLAN, 


WE'VE LANDED EXACTLY 
WHERE HE WAS 


AIMING AT / 





YEARS TO BUILD 
ANOTHER SPACE- 


PLANS, WE DID 
IT... AND NOW 
WE'RE GOING 
TO FINDOUT 
WHAT HAPPEN - 
ED TOHIM/ 


IF THAT'S So-- 
WHERE'S HS 
SHIP = 


WE'LL FIND IT-- DON'T 
WoRRY / NOW LET'S 
TEAM UP ANDO START 
SEARCHING,’ 


WE'VE GONE OVER EVERY 
INCH OF THIS SORRY 
EXCUSE FOR A PLANET-- 
EuT NO JARVIS 

AND NO SHIP’ 


WHAT DO 
WE DO 
Now 2 


EVERYBODY #7 WHAT'S 
WE TALKING ABOUT 2 
WE SEARCHED AND 


ALL RIGHTS OF | 
COURSE, I'MALL 
RIGHT / EVERY - 
BODY HERE !S 
ALL RIGHT...AND 
EVERYBODY 
HERE IS HAPPY / 


) 


\y 
A\\\ 
AN\\\ \ 





SPACESHIP 2 WHAT HOLY COW --NOW T'VE 
ISA SPACESHIP2 HEARD EVERYTHING,’ 
HE BUILT THE FIRST 
SHIP! IT WAS MS 
PLANS WE USED... 


BUT FIRST, CAN YOU TELL 
US WHAT HAPPENED 
AFTER YOU LANDED 

YOUR SPACESHIP 


Wwe HAUNT 


UAE AN tpatnaas sy 


iN 
\ \ \\\\ 
\ 


(\ 


+e. YOU SAY YOU DON'T 'T-(T'S NOT WHAT ([S IT YOu WANT 
KNOW WHAT A SPACE- Ff THERE ANY ME TO LOOK AT, 
SHIP IS 2 WELL, TAKE FRIENDS 2 

A LOOK AT THE so 

ONE WE 

CAME IN J 


‘ j 
In 


na 


Z see 
dat sop \ 
See” 


i= = CONT ME NEITHER... BUT ies YOU FEELING HAPPY 
KNOW J IT WHO CARES J “amma Too = T-I DON'T 
WAS SOME - : KNOW WHY -- 
THING BIG... : 3 ( aN BUT ALL OF A 
BuT I aust E : So eZ = \ SUDDEN I'M 
CAN'T RE- : | FEELING HAPPIER 
MEMBER. cae = THAN EVES 
WHAT I(T 3 fl a BEFORE! 
WAS J VF i wy : : 


WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED 2 





Tales of the MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER 
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PUBLICATION, BY TRE COMICS CODE AUTHORITY, AND FOUND TO HAYE MET THE HIGH STANDARDS OF MORALITY AND 
GOOD TASTE REQUIRED BY THE CODE THE CODE AUTHORITY OPERATES APART FROM ANY INDIVIDUAL PUBLISHER AND EX. 
ERCISES INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT WITH RESPECT TO CODE-COMPLIANCE. A COMIC MAGAZINE BEARING {TS SEAL 1S 


Ido 


NOTHING IS UNKNOWN TO THE MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER-- NEITHER THE 
SECRETS OF THE FARTHERMOST REACHES OF THE GALAXY, NOR 
THE INNERMOST RECESS OF THE HUMBLEST MAN'S HEART 
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WHAT WOULD YOu BuT AFTER ONE BRIEF GRIMACE OF 
DO IF YOU SUDDENLY SHOCK, WILBUR DEAN MERELY SHRUGGED. 
SAW A BASKET " 
SWOOP COWN HMPF... RECKON 

I HAD ONE TOO 





FROM THE STAR-' 
STUDDED SKY = 
NOu'D RUB 
YOUR EYES 

IN AMAZE- 
MERKT, BLINK 
THEM SEVERAL 
TIMES, AND 
THEN STARE 


"AGAIN, 
WOULDN'T 
NOu 2 

















«es ANO THEN 
SHUFFLED HOME- 
WARD TO THE 
DECREPIT SHACK 
TO FRET AWAY 
ANOTHER 
SLEEPLESS 
NIGHT... 


ONLY THE MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER KNOWS BY ... AND THE HOPLESS DESPAIR 
WHAT IS EATING AT YOUR HEART, WILBUR = : BECAUSE YOU KNOW THAT CAN 
DEAN J ONLY I KNOW YOUR BITTER = NEVER BE.’ ONL THE 
REGRET OVER A WASTED LIFE... THE 


f : MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER 
SHAME AT BEING DESPISED SY ALL... HEARS NOUR ANGUISHED 


CRY. WILBUR DEAN... 


IF ONW I 
HAD MY 
LIFE TO 
LIVE OVER 


THE BURNING DESIRE TO MAKE THEM 
: RESPECT YOU... 





BUT WHAT OF THE FLYING AND IN THE MORNING... WAS IT SHEER COINCIDENCE 
BASKET THAT WILBUR’HAD THAT JONATHAN AND HIS WIFE 
SEEN. ANO THEN IGNORED?S JONATHAN . A 


WERE CHILDLESS = THAT 
BEHOLD WHERE IT SET- L- LOOK / FOUND - THEIR HEARTS BOUNDED 
TLED TS REST. LING. / WITH JOY AT THE SIGHT 

: SOMEONE'S OF THE PINK- CHEEKED 
LEFT IT ON INFANT... WAS IT = 
SOUR. DOOR - 





SARA! A BABYS JUST 
WHAT WE NE ALWAYS 


\ 


“lle 


\ 





SO THE ELDERLY COUPLE HAD A CHILD OF 
THEIR, OWN Ar LAST.” AND THEY SHOWER- 
ED IT WITH ALL THE PENT-UP LOVE THAT 
FAD BEEN ACCUMULATING FOR So LONG 
INSIDE THEM / ALL WENT WELL... 


WY 
Yy Yj ty f 





WATCH WILBUR CLOSELY / HE IS RE- 
MEMBERING NOW -- MONDAY NIGHT... 
STUMBLING ACROSS THE FIELD... 


THE SUDDEN STARTLED 
GLIMPSE OF A BASKET 
SWOOPING DOWN... 


THE BABY MUST'VE BEEN INSIDE THAT 
BASKET! I'LL GO TO JONATHAN'S 
PLACE TO TELL HIM FIRST -- ANO THEN 
WHEN I TELL EVERYBODY ELSE WHAT 
I SAW, THEY 'LL STOP AND LISTEN 
FOR A GOOD LONG SPELL ,’ 














--- UNTIL... J HAVE YE HEARDZ 

SARA AND JONA- 
THAN GOT THEMSELVES 
A BABY J/ THEY FOUND IT IN 
A BASKET LAST TUESDAY 
MORNING.’ 









NUP -- FOLKS Witt BE COMING FOR MILES 
AROUND JUST TO HBAR WHAT WILBUR 
DEAN . THE MAN THEY'VE ALL BEEN 
THINKING IS SO WORTHLESS -- 

SAW LAST MONDAY NIGHT 





PLEASE -- YOU MUST WAIT... 
YOU MUST HEAR 


MY STORY |! 
a oe a 
QO 


(GASP) THAT'S THE BASKET. 
ALL RIGHT / ANO THAT 
MUST BE THE BABY 
INTHE CRIBS I'LL 
Go FIND JONATHAN,’ 





UH-OH ... LOOKS LIKE NO- 
BODY'S HOME | RECKON 
JONATHAN AND SARA 

MUST BE OUT IN THE ORCHARD, 
IT'S APPLE -PICKING 



























Q 


LeRR KY ee 





NO SOUNDS.AT ALL... B- BUT YOU WOULD BE ASTONDED TOO IF A PLEASE / ; 
SOMEONE'S TALKING TO ME... PINK -CHEEKED INFANT WERE BEND OVER 
KINO OF WHISPERING SUDDENLY TO ADDRESS You BY THE CRIS... 
INSIDE MY EAR / MEANS OF THOUGHT- LOOK INTO 
j TRANSFERENCE J MY EYES...NYOu 
MUST HEAR MY 





‘4. CAME FROM THE PLANET ORMU IN THE OQUTERMOST REACHES OF THE GALAXY ! 
COMPARED TO YOUR EARTH , ORMU (S TINY -- AND OVERPOPULATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
OUR MOST PRESSING PROBLEM... : 


«-. BUT AT LAST A MEANS HAS BEEN DE- -.eANO THESE INFANTS ARE TRANSPORTED 


VISED OF RELIEVING THE SITUATION’ A BY SPACECRAFT INTO THE EARTH'S ORBIT-- 
GROWTH - REGRESSOR. HAS BEEN DE- AND THEN DISPATCHED BY WHAT APPEARS 

VELOPED THAT TRANSFORMS ADULT TO BE AN ORDINARY BASKET TO THE DOOR: 
ORMUNIAMS INTO INFANTS... STEP OF CHILDLESS EARTHLING COUPLES." 






... AS THE INFANTS MATURE ... FOR IF YOU TELL OTHERS 
HERE ON EARTH, THEY WHAT YOU SAW -- THE PLAN 
GRADUALLY FORGET THEIR FOR. MITIGATING OVER - 
TRUE ORIGIN’ BuT I STILL POPULATION ON ORMU,,.AND 
REMEMBER... I REAO THE HAPPINESS OF THE 
YOUR MINO AS YOU ENTER- EARTHLING COUPLES WHO 
ED THE HOUSE... ANO SOT HAVE LONGED SO DES- 
KNOW. OF THE GREAT PERATELY FOR CHILOREN, 
DANGER... WiLL BE JEAPORDIZED.., 


BUT HOW 
CAN WILBUR 
PROMISE = 
HOW CAN HE 
GIVE UP THE 
ONE CHANCE 
HE'S EVER 
HAD IN HIS 
WASTED LIFE TO 
GAIN HIS NEIGH- 





-I'M SORRY / T'D LIKE TOHELP...BUT 


HW ONLY THE MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER KNEW 
HAVE TO TELL FOLKS WHAT I'VE . i 


WHAT MIGHT MAKE WILBUR DEAN CHANGE 
HIS MIND! AND... 


NY th 


-+- I JUST HAVE TO, 





DF al 


NILBUR DEAN 


sas WHAT FOR. 2 I've THERE |S SOMETHING YOU WANT MORE 
COME B4CK/ MADE UP MY MINO/ THAN ANYTHING ELSE, WILBUR DEAN / 
SOMETHING THAT OUR GROWTH - 


REGRESSOR CAN GRANT YOu! 


THE INFANT SPEAKS ON / WILL aos ... THE OTHER SIDE OF YOUR PLANET 

HE BE ABLE TO. CONVINCE WILBUR Y —“on IT IS MORNING NOW 

DEAN 2 WE SHALL SEEV | - 

COME --WE HAVE FAR TO . iz A FOUNDLING/ 

TRAVEL Y AS a SOMEONE HAS 

FAR AS... SHAN, r \ L-LOOK/ LEFT IT ON OUR 
DOORSTEP’ 





WAS IT SHEER COINCIDENCE THAT IVAN 
AND HIS WIFE WERE CHILOLESS... 


LOOK HOW THE BABY SMILES! 1S 
IT NOT WONDERFUL FOR ONE 
SO TINY TO BE ALREADY 

ABLE TO SMILE 2 


YOU SAW THE BIRTHMARK, I PRESUME? 
AND YOU KNOW, OF COURSE, WHY THE - 
INFANT IS SMILING 2 YOU WouLD 
SMILE TOO, IF IN EXCHANGE FOR & 
Yow OF SILENCE, YOU WERE 
GRANTED A CHANCE To LIVE 

YOUR. UUFE OVER AGAIN... 

WOULD YOU NOT 2 


MEE iy 
FY 
Sew 





OUT OF THIS WORLD 
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YOUR ASSURANCE OF GOOD READING AND PICTORIAL MATTER. 2 J f. VA ioe 


@rucy WERE NO LONGER HUMAN / ANO VET EVEN THEN THEY WENT ON / 
BUT THERE ARE SOME THINGS MAN MUST NOT MEDDLE WITH -- T KNOW, 


I SAW WHAT HAPPENED To.... 


oe i aa \ N\ IT c \ \ 
J \ TON ‘ 
a IN Ny ay \ ) \ 
quits \ 
_ \ 
- \ ] 
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t A 
Ne 
Wirt! 


STEADY, YOU'RE 
FAR FROM IN~ 
SANEY BUT AS 
TO WHAT'S MAKING] 
YOu GLOW-- 


xX WAS WORKING 
NEAR THE ATOMIC 
REACTOR AND 
SUDDENLY, 

THIS HAPPENED/ 


HOW CSAN I GBEGIN = (tT HAS ALL HAP 
PENED SO QUICKLY / SOMETIMES: 
IT SEEMS THAT IT BEGAN A CEN- 
TORN ASO! BUT IT WAS ONW LAST 


WEEK... 

: YES, MAJOR / 
GREAT scoTT/ WH - WHAT IS IT 2 
MORGAN -- IS WHAT'S HAPPEN- 
IT YOu 2/ 


DON'T KNOW,’ 
SOMEONE GET 
GOING CocTor LEwis/ 


INSANE/ 





MORGAN WAS THE FIR'ST/ HE STUMBLED MAJOR, AS A DOCTOR, a OUR 


INTO THE CONTROL ROOM, AND... I'VE BEEN AGAINST ; 
THIS EXPERIMENT ALL DOCTOR! 


THE GLOW IS CAUSED BY TOO ALONG! HERE WE ARE, WE ARE 
MUCH EXPOSURE TO ATOMIC ISOLATED IN THE ROCKIES-- / SOLDIERS, 
WITH ENOUGH URANIUM EVEN IF 
TO BUILD A HUNDRED YOu'RE NOT! 
A- BOMBS... 





I KNOW! THE DOCTOR IS \F THERE'S A LEAK-- 
You'RE HERE AGAINST THIS WE'LL FIND IT. BUT WE 
TO EXPERI-— t EXPERIMENT* STAY / THE DOCTOR ‘LL 
MENT, TO IS BUT HE'S A TAKE CARE OF YOU / 
LEARN WHAT i MAN OF ONW DQN'T LET ME 
HAPPENS TO SCIENCE! HE HEAR. ANY MORE 
THE HUMAN - VOLUNTEERED/ TALK OF ABANDONING- 
MIND WHEN RADIATION YOU DON'T HAVE 
LEAK / THAT CHOICE -- 
YOu'RE A 
SOLDIER / 


STANT . 
RRADIATION... 





I REMEMBER SOWELL, THAT FIRST DAY-- I SEE/ I'VE GIVEN MORGAN A 
EVEN THE MAJOR. WAS FRIGHTENED, SEDATIVE AND PUT HIM TO BED HE 
BUT HE HID IT / AFTERWARD, HE LED SEEMS HEALTHY ENOUGH, 


BUT... MAJOR, I'VE 


GOT AN IDEA /’ 
. ABOUT WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
MORGAN = 


THE SEARCH PARTY... 





YES, I STILL SAY WE ( GROWING ? ONW -- IT WASN'T INSANE / WE ALL 
SHOULD LEAVE THIS j WENT, AND THE DOCTOR WAS RIGHT... 
PLACE / L'VE EXAMINED 
MORGAN / HE'S... 
CHANGING, HIS SKULL, 
IT'S LARGER’ I...L 
THINK IT'S GROWING/ 


YOU'RE RIGHTY IT'S 
FANTASTIC?’ 












IF ONLY THE MAJOR HAD STEVENS, JOHNSON--IN SO, IT'S HAPPENED TO 
TAKEN US AWAN THEN / A FEW HOURS, IT WAS NOU, TOO! I'VE JUST 
BUT HE DIDN'TY HE WAS TOO LATE’ BECAUSE IN BEEN TALKING TO MOR- 
UKE STEELY SO, IN A FEW HOURS, THERE GAN, MAJOR? L 
THE MORNING... WAS NO LONGER 'A KNOW WHAT'S HAPPEN- 
CHANCE THAT THE MAJOR ING TO US’ MORGAN 
STEVENS’ 17'S eee WOULD LEAD US TO HAS BECOME TELE - 
HiT STEVENS, <M SAFETY ... PATHIC / HE 

— CAN READ 

MY MIND.” 








8 
‘f 


f 


a 
& 


WE'RE... CHANGING / THEN IF IT IT'S INCREDIBLE/ I THOUGHT YOou'D 
RAPIDLY / SOMEHOW, KEEPS UP, BUT SOMEHOW I FEEL THAT WAY’ 
THE RADIATION HAS WE'LL BE~ CAN'T HELP... LOOK- SOMEHOW, NONE 
SPEEDED UP THE COME -- ING FORWARD TO OF US WANT TO 


PROCESS / OUR SUPERMEN / IT/ I WONDER. GET AWAY ANY 
BRAINS ARE GROW- WHAT IT WOULD LONGER / ALL 
ING BY LEAPS BE LIKE’ WE HAVE TO 
AND BOUNDS F ; DO NOW. 
WIS... WAIT! 


DS YOU UNCOERSTAND © HUMAN EMOTIONS WHAT (|S THE HUMAN BRAIN, ONLY 
AND FEARS DROPPED AWAY FROM THE & MACHINE? AND ISTHAT WHAT THE 
MEN / INA FEW DANS, THEY DIDN'T 


MEN BECAME? MACHINES? THINK- 
EVEN SPEAK TO EACH OTHER... ING MACHINES ..¢ S 


iy 





FOUR DAYS, FIVE--AND THEN THE LAST ACT BEGAN.’ AND AGAIN: MORGAN 
WAS THE FIRST... 





UNLESS A CHANCE To BE JUST 
HUMANS AGAIN, DOCTOR? 
iS THAT WHAT You 
Re, AT THE EN | E REALLY WANT 2 MY 
=D OF HUMAN EMOTION. oe MIND TELLS ME 
: : : DIFFERENTLY,’ 
MORGAN'S GONE’ ANO I KNOW 
WHY-- WE ALL DO,’ HE'S MERGED 
WITH INFINITY / JUST 4S THE 
REST OF US WILL / 


A, Ww Yk emit 


WOULD You YES/ r DON'T WANT YOU MEN -- YOU'RE THEY WON'T 
REALLY GIVE TO GIVE UP WHAT STILL WHAT YOu LISTEN ,. DOCTOR-- 
as pepe You WE'VE STUMBLED WERE --OR YOU AND IN A UTTLE 
HAVE NOW -- 


ONTO! BUT REASON CAN BE/ WHILE, YOU 
JUST TO BE TELLS ME THAT LISTEN : WO 


& MAN AGAIN? IT'S WRONG 7 TO ME. 
MAJOR, GIVE THE 
ORDER, PLEASE Z 


Heereryeidiyyd 
ci | 


SIT DOWN: DOCTOR-- THE DOCTOR STRUGGLED/ BUT IT WAS 
AND WAIT 7 NO USE’ INCREDIBLE FORCE FLOW- 
ED BETWEEN HIM AND THE MAJOR 
AS THEY MATCHED WILLS / BUT THE 
MATOR WON... 





oe THE 
MAJOR... 


a 
FS 


feng 


y 


4, 


Y 


_— | 
| é * a ad \s 


‘ager Z 
RR > 


itt yl " 
tin Dy! Ww 


Sy \ 


a -. 
a ‘a YY Naa 


z ae , 
Ptoo’ SOON TWILL BE | LS 
OM WITH THE OTHERS ‘ 

B THERE 1S ONE THING | i 


oi/- 


a STILL TO BE DON 
\ 


ees 


eee THE DOCTOR --ALL OF 
THEM .2 ONW IT REMAIN- 
ES AT LASSE! 22.6 - 
BECAUSE I WAS LESS 
CLEVER THAN 
OTHERS / THAT WAS 
eee <I BEGAN 


eee 









WERE THEY REALLY MEN? ALL THAT WAS 
KNOWN WAS THAT THEY HAD COME 


“FROM ALL OUR DARKROOMS” D 





PERHAPS IT WAS ALL A DREAM! PERHAPS CARL ADAMS AND FRANK SAWYER ONLY 
IMAGINED IT. BUT IF THAT’S TRUE -- WHY !S IT THAT NO ONE HAS EVER SOLVED THE 
RIDDLE OF WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO THE 








@n- THING IS CERTAIN. THE SOMEWHERE IN THE ATLANTIC, FIRE AND FLAME TORE THE 
BEGINNING WAS PART OF A HEART OUT OF AN AMERICAN DESTROVER--- AND THE 

PATTERN OF WAR --- INCREDIBLE STORY BEGAN --- F ; 
SUDDEN --AND VIOLENT / ADAMS - OVER THIS WAY. 
. ; I'VE GOT A RAFT / IT 


— MUST'VE BLOWN 












OVER THE SIDE AT 
THE SAME TIME 
WE WERE ! 







VY TORPEDO / IT MUST HAVE 
Jf HIT THE siup’s MAGAZINE! 
GRAB HOLD/ WE'VE GOT 

TO GET OUT OF HERE! 


HANG ON / 

THE JEFFRIES 
IS SOING 
DOWN / 

IF WE'RE 

TOO CLOSE 
THE SUCTION 
WILL TAKE 

uS DOWN 

WITH HER/ 





TWO MEN. ANO ATINY RART/ THAT WAS TWO MEN, A HULK THAT SLID BENEATH THE 
THE GRIM BEGINNING J TWo DAZED SEA, AND THEN -- EMPTINESS / NIGHTS 
MEN, A RAFT, ANDO A BLAZING, HELP - OF BITING, ACHING COLD DANS OF 
BURNING THIRST... 





I'M NOT SURE.. 
SAWYER -- HOW I THINK ABOUT 


LONG HAS IT \ SIX DAYS,’ 





SIX DAYS OF DESPAIR, 


7 tic i : THEY'RE No! SHE'LL 
SIX NIGHTS OF HOPELESS- af : 1 | GOING TO COME 
NESS ALMOST, CARL ig antl | PASS US, CLOSE -- 
ADAMS AND FRANK SAW- _N THEY CAN'T WHEN SHE 
YER. GAVE UP -- BUT ON HEAR ME.’ DOES, 
THE SIKTH NIGHT, THERE 


: ‘ IF THEY JuMP/ I 
WAS THE SHIP... 's DON'T PICK \ CAN SEE 
US UP, LINES 


WE'LL DIE DANGLING 
OUT HERE/ 


ADAMS / YES--YES! 


LOOK / I THINK 
IS..1S 








No! sawyer! IT SNAPPED / IT MUST HAVE 
BEEN ROTTEN ! BUT I'VE 
GOT YOU ! TAKE IT EAsY/ 

WE'RE ALL RIGHT 


THE LINE ! 


7} SAWYER / WE-- MUST BE ;.) ANO_HER CREW IS MADE 
ALL RIGHT 2 f DREAMING ! LOOK AT HER: ue OF OLD MEN! IT 


IF ONLY 


THIS SHIP IS ANCIENT! DON'T UNDERSTAND! 


SAWYER 3 FALLING TO PIECES ! 


AND ADAMS 
HAD 
STOPPED 
TO WONDER 
ABOUT THE 
ROTTEN 
LINE. BUT 
THEY DID 
NOT. NOT 
UNTIL--- 
LATER / 


You MEN! ] IT'S NO Use? 
WAIT ! THEY DON'T 
HEAR YOU! I 
PON'T THINK 
THEY EVEN 
KNOW WE'RE 
ABOARD / 








y 
seme) a ny 

; 
/ i 


fi} 
A 8 


I KNOW. BUT BELOW! THOSE 


NIGHTMARE! |) THERE MUST WERE MEN WE 
DID YOUSEE / BE SOME SAW. AND MEN 
THEIR REASON ! ‘ CAN SEE AND 
CLOTHES © { THINGS LIKE HEAR ! THERE 
THIS SHIP THIS UUST- f MUST BE SOME- 


MUST BE JUST DON'T ‘1 ONE ABOARD 
HAPPEN ie WHO'LL PAY 


HUNDREDS - - 
OF YEARS IN THE x 1 ATTENTION 


OLD / TWENTIETH 
, CENTURY ! 


IT'S LIKE A 


sae 


We os Y 

















SAWYER [TRIED TALKING TO 
is- “GY ; VERY ONE OF 
TAKEN . IN THE| e/a Jae \ nN THEM | 
FORECASTLE |@ ar \ eeu. 

REEKING OF fii, CS Pe 5 


BUT FRANK 7 += ws | \\\ Wee \T'S HOPELESS / I'VE 


oe! 


OR =" ee ee NY 
», X : i \ i pie re, ZoN , \\ ) : ri, ee 


LOOK AT IT 

FOR YOUR- 9 YOu CAN'T THERE TO 

SELF! IT'S MEAN WHAT | BELIEVE! 

PRINTED IN Ss I THINK YOU | LOOK AROUND 

DUTCH ! MEAN / You You / ADAMS, 
WE -WE'RE 

ABOARD -- 








NO--NO-- 

THAT BOOK! 

IT--IT ISN'T 
POSSIBLE / 


hw ~* 


Yi yw) 


a ) A 
‘ o: 





jf --THE FLYING THE FLYING DUTCHMAN / A N'T BE A \ MAYBE NOT!I'D. 
i. DUTCHMAN ! SHIP DOOMED TO SAIL FOR- FOOL! YOU_ \ RATHER DROWN 
, EVER ON AN ENDLESS SEA. N 


THAT WAS WHEN ADAMS 
BROKE , WHEN THE BLACK 





LOOK OuT/ THE SS ADAMS / HERE... THIS } 
i RAILING -- IT'S . ; WILL KEEP US AFLOAT! £1 
ROTTED AWAY... : : 


SW uy 


oe wy 
ANNAN: “y ‘ 
Rn 






AFTER THAT, 
WHO CAN 
SAY_ HOW 
LONG FRANK 


a = lil, 


INTHE ENO, ASMALL FRANK SAWYER AND 
MIRACLE HAPPENED,’ CARL ADAMS WERE CAR- 
SOMEHOW. A LOOKOUT RIED TO A SPOTLESS 


ABOARD A NAVY CRUISER SHIP'S SEA_ BAY AND 
SIGHTED THE TWOTINY STRIPPED OF THEIR SOAK- 
a ead BOBBING IN THE ED UNIFORMS... 


POOR DEVILS / 





WY 72 

















FROM THE BuT THAT'S WHY, BY 
PAPERS, NOT POSSIBLE. | CLINGING 
THEY SEEM 'VE HEARD 
To HAVE 
BEEN PART 
OF THE 
CREW OF A 
DESTROYER. 
TH THEY STAY SAWYER WAS 


ALIVE © TWENTY-TWO / 


THAT WAS , ) THE JEFFRIES 
LONG AGO! / WAS SUNK AND 






REALLY BE- LEGENOS WE PICKED 
Liéve THEY SAY THAT uP TWO ’ 
WERE ON ABOARD SURVIVORS - 
THE FLYING \ WHAT HAVE 
DUTCHMAN, 
40 OF OUR TO DO 





WITH ITZ 





LOOK AT THEM, POCTOR / IF SAWYER 
AND ADAMS HAVEN'T BEEN ABOARD THE 
FLYING DUTCHMAN; WHERE WOULD YOU 
SAY THEY'VE BEEN — SINCE 1916 © 


















Do % 


> STILL THINK 
so? ) THE 


BEEN IN 


THE WATER SINCE 
THE JEFFRIES 
WAS TORPEDOED, 


I'D SAY THEY HAD EVERY- 
THING TO DO WITH IT, 
DOCTOR / YOU SEE THE 
UEFFRIES WAS SUNK 
PURING THE FIRST 
WoRLP WAR ! 








null 


A CHARLTON PUBLICATION 


THROUGH THE 
PAINTING INTO 
“‘A WORLD OF HIS 












Menor HAD STUMBLED ONTO SOMETHING WHICH COULD MAKE HIM THE 


STRANGE SUSPENSE STORIES 


THIS SEAL OF APPROVAL APPEARS ONLY ON COMIC MAGAZINES WHICH HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY REVIEWED, PRIOR TO 
PUBLICATION, BY THE COMICS CODE AUTHORITY, AND FOUND TO HAYE MET THE HIGH STANDARDS OF MORALITY AND 
GOOD TASTE REQUIRED BY THE CODE, THE CODE AUTHORITY OPERATES APART FROM ANY INDIVIDUAL PUBLISHER AND 134 
ERCISES INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT WITH RESPECT TO. CODE-COMPLIANCE. A COMIC MAGAZINE iTS SEAL S 
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RICHEST MAN ON EARTH / BUT HE NEVER ©XPECTED TO BE So Ri 


THAT HE WOULD HAVE ....- 






1 F 


i ae 


me 


a : : 
AN 


Oh 
| al 


A DIAMOND / AS 
BIG AS AN EGG / 
SHERRY. WHERE 
DID YOu GET IT = 
I WANT THE 


I BOMB MBSR THe HARRIS WANS RESPONSI 
BLE? Ty WKS Sue WHO FOUND THE PAINTING, 
oe PROM, THE FIRST, “SSH WiASS 


; { ©- IL JUST HAO HENDRIX 
MARTHA--IT’S \ MOVE THESE OTHER 
BEAUTIFUL / PAINTINGS ASIDE AND... 
HOW EVER THERE IT WAS/ BuT I 
DID YOu WISH -- IT HADN'T,’ 

FINO IT 


CORED“ OWN 









Pos eodkecs fa 


Ne re eee 


eeiincaos 


BUT CADDY-- I'VE 
TOLD YOU THE TRUTH-- 
I GOT IT Out OF 

THE PICTURE, 


MARK, I-I DON'T I CERTAINW AM/ WE 
LIKE IT! I DON'T CAME TO THIS GALLERY 
KNOW WHY BUT LOOKING FOR PAINT- 
<I JUST DON'T,’ INGS TO ADD TO MY 
NOU AREN'T COLLECTION, DION'T 
THINKING OF WE = I'Ve NEVER 
BUVING IT = SEEN ANYTHING . 

5 LIKE IT 


PAIRYLOANO # NO, THE I'D LIKE TO Buy 
PRANTUNG SUBS MOT bh PAINT} THIS PAINTING,’ 
ING OF FAIRYLAND -- Bur CAN YOU TELL ME 
PuERRY HARRIS WAS HALE ; ANYTHING ABOUT 
RIGHT J ONL, NO ONE KNEW Y 

iT, THEM... 


NOT MUCH, Sife/ IT I SEE/ I CAN WELL, NEVER MIND /. ). SURE-- You'Re 
WAS PART OF THE UNDERSTAND THAT! I UKE iT’ IF THE PAVING ME,’ 
ESTATE OF AN OLD IT DOES SEEM TO PRICE (IS RIGHT, YOU MAY AS WELL 
RECLUSE / WE { BE RATHER OO/ MY CHAUFFEUR SET YouRR 


WILL ARRANGE Rh MONEY'S WORTH, 
TRANSPORTATION! /# 


MARTHR. HARRIS PLEADED -- AND THE 
CHAUFFEUR: PHIL HEMiDRIX, ENVIED/ 
BSUIT<" MARK HARRIS BOUGHT THE PICTURE... 


WELL, WHAT DO you NES, T+I Guess Mf FROM THE - 
THINK NOW, MARTHA? | SOV’ I ONW A DIAMONO / SHERRY. 

IT CERTAINLY DOES HOPE - I'M WHERE DID You GET 

THINGS FOR THE WRONG / I ONLY 

ROOM, DOESN'T HOPE IT'S... 


IT JUST & PICTURE! 





LAST NIGHT, WHILE YOU WERE UPSTAIRS, 
I WAS LOOKING AT THE PICTURE AND 
ALL OF A SUDDEN IT... IT WAS 


LIKE A DOORWAY f I 
JUST STEPPED IN ./ 


on 


i 


A CHILD, AND A FAIRY TALE! AY FiressT. 
Mie HARRIS DID HOT BELIEVE... Sur 
THERE WERE 1O BE OTHER NIGHTS... 


AND SOAM I / 
IT CAN'T BE TRUE/ 
BUT IF IT ISN'T, 
WHERE (|S SHE 
GETTING THE 
STONES = 


ANOTHER ONE / 
A RUBY, THIS 
TIME! ANO SHE 
KEEPS TELLING 
THE SAME 
STORY / MARK, 
I'M AFRAID, 


THERE CAN'T BE/ GO 
TO BED’ IT-Ir've Sor 
TO THINK / HYSTERICS 
WON'T GET US ANY-= 
WHERE’ I'LL WORK 
THIS OUT... SOMEHOW’ 


aT 








IS VERY 
VALUABLE / 


t's GOT 
TO BE 
. JUST A 
STORY / 
IT'S SGOT 
to BE/ 


SOMEHOW F BUT HOW 

HOW DOES A MAN THINK 
CLEARLY -- WHEN IN HIS 
HEART HE ISTERRIFIED? 


SHERRY--TRY 
TO UNDERSTAND, 
THIS DIAMONO 





®8uT I'VE TOLD you / 
FROM THE PICTURE / 
DADDY, IT'S THE TRUTH / 
THERE ARE LOTSOF 
PRETTY RED STONES 
LIKE THAT ONES ALL 
COLORS / 


WHY DOES IT HAVE TO BE 
A STORY, MARK? THE 
STONES ARE REAL / 
WHAT IF THERE {S... 
ANOTHER WORLD BE- 
YOND THAT PAINTING 2 





f{. DOORWAY -- TO 
ANOTHER WORLD/ 
IT CAN'T: BE 7 


ee. ANO YET IT ALMOST 
LOOKS REAL / IT 
ALMOST LOOKS AS 
IF I Couto JUST 
WALK IN... 


IT'S TRUE! HE WALKED 
RIGHT INTO THE 
PICTURE... AND 

CAME BACK / 


MARK HARRIS FLED -- 
TERRIFIED’ BUT THERE 
WAS SOMEONE ELSE... A 
MAN WHO WAS NOT AFRAID, 
WHO ENVIED MARK HARRIS, 





= DIDIT/ I'M THERE 
THE PICTURE IS 
Pm DOORWAY / 


TLL TAKE IT... ONCE I 
HAVE IT, THEY'LL 
ER FIND ME/ 

; : . SOUTH AMERICA 
THIS COULD BE MINE... HERE I COME/ 
ALL Oe \T rns 
THE INT 
were MINE / 


HENDRIX 
PLOTTED / 
HE 
TURNED 
BACK / 
AND 
THEN, 
SUDDENW, 
HE 
WAS 
RUNNING... 


RUBIES, DIAMONDS... 
I CAN HAVE ANY- 


THING -- ANYTHING 7 


EVERYTHING I EVER 
WANTED... ALL T HAVE 
TO DO IS GET THIS 
PAINTING / 


THE DOOR - \ 
WAM / IT'S GONE! 
IT WAS THERE / 
WHERE THAT 
BLACK IS-- 
BUTTS 
GONE ,’ 













HENDRIX SCREAMED, 
GUT THERE WAS NOONE 
TO HEAR. / THE DOORWAY 
WAS GONE. AND HE HAD 
NO WAY OF KNOWING WHY, 


soe EADY 


ptr 


Wor 
sll Io 


gO tl 


o if, 


Wy Ihe 
\ By US] 


= 


dr 


wl! 


SHERRY WASN'T MAKING 

UP STORIES: MARTHA / 

I KNOW THAT NOW / 

SO I'VE MADE SvRE 

THAT SHE‘tl NEVE 

GO INTO THAT OTHER 
WORLD AGAIN / 


FIND A WAN BACK / BUT FOR NOW. 


HENORIX DID NOT EVEN HEAR THE MOST 
IRONIC THING OF ALL... 


I's BETTER } 
THIS WAM, 
MARTHA! 


I'VE BLOTTED 
iT OCuT. FOR- 
EVER / 


NOR por / TONY 
KNOW THAT I 
FOUND THEM LIKE 
THIS / IT GUESS 
SOMETHING JUST 
HAPPENS TO THEM 

v/ WHEN THEY ‘RE 

: TAKEN FROM 

: eC 

ah 

i Y 


a 





NO; HENDRIX OID 
NOT HEAR <= AT 
LEAST HE WAS 
SPARED THAT... 


I DON’T UNDER- 
STAND--ANY OF IT, 
MARTHA / BUT AT 
LEAST NOW NO 
ONE WILL EVER 
ENTER THAT OTHER 
WORLD AGAIN 
JUST TO GATHER 
UP JEWELS 

THAT GLITTER 
FOR A FEW DAYS 
AND THEN 

TURN -- TO 

DOuST,’ 





Boe SAWYER, LOVED A PRACTICAL JOKE -- AND THIS ONE WAS A MASTERPIECE / 
BUT HE SHOULD HAVE MADE CERTAIN THAT HE WOULD HAVE.... 


ALL I CAN SAY IS--I WASN'T TO BLAME! | 
IT WAS ALL JOE SAWYER'S DOING’ HE 
WAS THE ONE WHO STARTED IT ALL... 


HELLO--(Ss-1S _ 
ANYONE THERE 2 
WHO... 





HE FELL FOR IT! THE CAMPUS 
GENIUS...AND HE FELL 
FOR AN OLD GAG LIKE 
FRIGHT MASKS / 
HA, HA: HAY 


THERE! DONOU SEE = Joe SAVYER WAS AW, WE'VE HURT THE \ SURE, AFTER. 
THE CAMPUS PRACTICAL JOKER, ANID GENIUS'S FEELINGS! } ALL, WE MAY 
WHERE HE LED ED PRICE FOLLOWED! £ COME ON. ED, NEED HIM TO 
DIDNT LIKE THEM... THE LEAST WE GIVE US A HAND 
CAN DO IS HELP WHEN WE'RE 
LESTER, yYou’REA DOLL/ HIM, GH = CRAMMING FOR 
IF EVER THERE WAS A OUR NEXT EXAM,’ 
PERFECT SET-UP FOR LESTER'S SMART/ 
A GAG --YOU'RE . 
IT? WHERE AND 
GRow UPY 


EXACTLY! I NO, WAIT! L'M 
COULD BUILD NO EXPERT-- 
SUCH-A BUT THIS 
MUCH TIME MACHINE -- 


LOOKS AS IF 
STUBYING BUT You < IT MIGHT BE 


WOULON'T BE PRACTICAL / 
INTERESTED! | | ANOIEIT IS, 
I'D APPRE- WHY, (T WOULD 
CIATE IT IF BE WORTH 

You LEFT / A FORTUNE / 


QuITE 
POSSIBLE / 





BUT THERE'O 
BE PLENTY. 

IN TIME J YOU 
SN THE WORD. 


YsSICs/ | 
THIS--I'D UKE / NOT AT \ ALONG AND 
XK FIRST... I KEPT QUIET/ 


GOES ON 2 
TIME TRAVGL / 
ARE YOu 
KIDDING 2 


SO THAT'S !T-- 
HE REALLY 
THINKS HE CAN 
BUILD THIS 


AFTERWARD, I WORKEDS 
FOR WEEKS’ AND I NEVER 
DREAMED WHY STUDENTS 
I KNEW KEPT DROPPING IN.. 


ONE WITH THE 
BRAIN J MIND2 





YOU QUGHT TO SEE WHO ACTUALLY 
THE POOR FISH / THIS THINKS HE CAN 


THAN I EXPECTED’ MACHINE / 
BUT, JUST WAIT! ww POOR FISH 
THIS IS ONLY 7 IS RIGHT’ 
THE BEGINNING / 


aN 


Ns 
USES 


THE TIME MACHINE ) AND WE BROUGHT AN 
LOOKS PRETTY AUDIENCE 7 AFTER. 
NO THEN COMPLETE TO ALL, YOU WANT THE 
ME--SOX _, WORLD TO KNOW 
WHY 2 THE FIGURED WE'D WHAT YOU'VE 
JOE --ED!/ WHY SEMESTER ENDS TEST IT’ ACCOMPLISHED. 
THE CROWD 2 IN TWO DAYS, LESTER! DON'T You 2 
SO WE FIGURED TO 
WIND THINGS UP 
WITH A BANG y 


LET'S GET 
ON WITH IT, 
SHALL WE = 


NOu...YOU IN- 
FANTS / THERE 
M WILL BE N@©® 
MACHINE ’ TEST / THE 
AS MACHINE 
ANY, ( eee | ISN'T READY! 
GET OUT’ 





GET OUT OF MY h [roo.s 7 YES, THEY WERE FOOLS/ BUT 
WAY , YOU FOOLS / F/| |< WASA BIGGER FOOL! THEY BLOCK 
MY WAY AND SAWYER ENJOYED HiM= 


ts " AND NOW, ON 


OBSERVE, GENTLEMEN, MY se THE MACHINE 
ASSISTANT, ED PRICE. WILL WORK f ISN'T READY / 
4 THE CONTROLS ’ AND I SHALL 
4S0 BACK IN TIME --1N 
THE WINK OF AN EVE / 


OWN WITH 
THE SHOW , 
MAESTRO,’ 





Z TRIED -~ BUT I COULDN'T STOP IT IN 


HE'S GONE TWO 
HE'S GONE / \ HUNDRED YEARS 
JUST... UKE BACK IN TIME / THAT'S 
THAT / WHAT THE CONTROLS 
WERE SET FOR/ 












ALL RIGHT. MAYBE IT 
WAS / BUT Now BRING 
HIM BACK.’ HURRY.’ 













BACK IN... YOU IDIOT! You 
DIDN'T TELL US THE 
MBCHINE WORKED 


SUST LEAVE MPCHINE WASN'T WOU SEE: THE 
SAWYER -~ * READY / I STILL HAD MACHINE CAR 
SOMEWHERE THINGS TO WORK. SEND THINGS Int 
IN THE PAST,’ 4 THE PAST -- BUTT 
Le f SANY HAVEN'T BEE 
ABLE TO LEARN 
HOW TOMAKE (1 


RETURN THOSE 
FHIMSSS --TO THE 
PRESENT ¢ 





ALAS Ales? 
G 





% COUNTLESS OBSERVATORIES ALL OVER THE PLANET EARTH, MEN SCANNEO THE 


SKIES, PROBING THE MYSTERIES OF UNKNOWN WORLDS, WATCHING THE GALAXIES 
ALREADY CHARTED AND EXPLORED BY OUR SPACE SERVICE. / ONW ONE MAN 


DR. ANTON WRADEK, RECEIVED ALL THE ASTRONOMERS’ REPORTS... Hie IT WAS 
HE WHO FIRST WITNESSED THE MYSTERIOUS PLANET IN ACTION -~ BU 


LATER, COMMANDER. BRYAN BODINE SAW IT REPEATED... ANO THEN FEC TRE 
GIGANTIC MAW ENGULF HiS SPACE. SHIP TOO... 


at 7] 
ITIS USELESS TO RESIST. EARTHLINGS/ BY WAIT, NEDRA / 
MERELY DOUBLING THE ea tp NOLTAGE, WE THE SHIP DOESN'T 
CAN DISINTEGRATE You ANSWER ITS 
CONTROLS .” 
THAT VOICE / XI 
FEEL IT IN EVERY 
BONE / WHAT 
CAN WE DO 2 


AMAZING! THE 
PLANET DRAGO 
SEEMS TO HAVE 
VANISHED / I 
WONDER’ 





COMMANDER, CANCEL SHE'S WITH 
YOUR PLANS FOR YouR 
LIBRA TRIP -- GET IN 
HERE AT ONCE AND 
BRING YOUR NAVIGATION 
OFFICER ‘WITH YOU / 


I'M GLAD YOU WERE 
PROMPT, BODINE / 


IT ATOMIZES AND TAKES IN ALL 
OBJECTS THAT IT APPROACHES, 
PROBABLY TO FEED ATOMIC 
REACTORS THAT HAVE AL- 
READY BURNED THE HEART 
FROM THIS STRANGE PLANET/ 
NOUR MISSION ISTO... 


ME NOW, TECHNICIAN NEDRA WERE ON THEIR 
SIR / WE'LL 

BE RIGHT 

Ov se 





COMMANDER BODINE ANO NAVIGATION 





WAY A MOMENT LATER... 


IF YOu DO, 
DR. WRADEK SOUNDED \ YOU CAN 
EXCITED/ (F THIS [IS ORGET 
DANGEROUS, NEDRA, 
I'M GOING TO ASK 
FOR ANOTHER 
NAVIGATOR / 


ER 


HERE'S THE PROBLEM, COMMANDER’ JY 
THERE'S AN INTRUDER PLANET OUT ~ | 


SERVATIONS » IT SHOULD 
BE A DEAD PLANET-- 
| BUT IT ISN'T? 


ee FIND AND LEARN NVHAT YOU CAN OF THE 
INTRUDER / RELAY BY RADIO ALL INFORMATION ! YOUR 
CHANCES OF SURVIVING THIS MISSION ARE 
SLGHT, SOIF EITHER OF YOU WISHES, 

YOU CAN REFUSE/ 


ile 





THE CANNIBAL PLANET (S NES: SiR! THE GIANT ROCKET SHIP, EMPTIED OF 
ABSORBING ALL PLANETS WELL, 


INOUR. GALAXY THAT ARE NEDRA, 

ABOUT THE SIZE OF EARTH! / OFF WE 

I'M AFRAID NOU MusT SO 
LEAVE AT ONCE , AGAIN / 


CARGO AND ARMAMENT TO CARRY 
EXTRA FUEL, BLASTED OFF... 






WHAT'S ACCORDING To THE THE SPACE SHIP FROM EARTH CRUISED 
THE DATA PROVIDED BY THE OUTER RIM OF EARTH'S SOLAR 
COURSE, WRADEK, THE MYSTERY SYSTEM FOR DAYS, THEN WEEKS |! 
NAVIGATOR? / PLANET IS ABOUT SIX FUEL WAS RUNNING LOW... THEN... 
HUNDRED THOUSAND a is 
MILES PAST SATURN / LOOK, BRYAN-- I NEVER SAw 
THAT PLANET THERES } IT BEFORE 
IT'S NOTON MY EITHER Y IT'S 
CHARTS! AWFULLY CLOSE 
TO SPHEROID 
KIN 7 





BRYAN, LOOK’ / IT'S DRAWING’ THE WE ONW HAVE OUR SHOCK RAYS 
CTHER PLANET TO ITSELF/ IS THAT WE USE FOR METEORITES / 
THERE SOMETHING WE‘ CAN THEY WOULDN'T DO ANY 

DO? 


ue 





LOOK BRYAN/ ITACTUALLY "\GOOD/ I WANT 
& CLOSER LOOK 
AT THIS THING / 
HOLD NOuR. 

HAT, NEDRA/ 


DISSOLVED THE PLANET 
INTO BLUE DUST! NOW 
IT'S CLOSING ITS 
MOU... DOORS, LI 
GUESS / 


OH, BRYAN --I'M T KIND OF ENVY 
FRIGHTENED / 1880 
Bou: “cei ) 
; = A & : ae pee al ‘ 









T MOVE / 


i iy ' 
a 


(A 


\ 
















GIVES YOU THE SHIVERS, OOESN'T 
IT =. AS THOUGH THE PLANET IT- 
SELF WERE ALIVE -- LOOKING AT 
US AS THOUGH WE WERE 
THE NEXT SNACK / 


nl 


MOVING SLOWW; COMMANDER BODINE 
AND NEDRA COULD ALMOST FEEL THE 
HEARTBEAT OF THE PLANET ...AND 
THEN THEY HEARD THE HIGH PITCHED 
WHINE OF HUGE GENERATORS... 


~LEAVE BEFORE ON WHAT WE'VE 
THIS HAPPENED? /SEEN SO FAR / 


| 


ore 
wry 


att 
AS on nail 


SHE WILL NOT _ CONTACT ANYONE / 
YOUR PRIMITIVE CONTRIVANCE (S 
» POWERLESS / TAKE THEM ABOARD, 


HATCH CREWS / 


th eee Bb 
\% it a 
/ ANN 
; Ll N , 
A | 


aa 


OUR RADIO IS NO Good, BRYAN! 


MABE NOT! IF THEY WERE 
I... DF GUESS THIS (S OUR, 


GOING TO DESTROY US; THEY 
LAST TRIP TOGETHER WOULD'VE DONE IT 
BY NOW? 





YOU WILL LEAVE 5 I-I _ CAN'T HELP 
THE SHIP OR. IT, BRYAN-- I'M 


WE WILL RE- FRIGHTENED / 
MOVE You 


FORCIBLY / 





IT'S NO USE TRYING TO HURT 
THEM, NEDRA/ THAT BLUE 
RAI CF TG Le Nae 
: : WHAT WILL 
WE CO, 
BRYAN = 





THERE IS NOTHING EITHER OF YOU CAN DOJOUR YOU HEARD 

ANET HAS LONG BEEN A BURNED OUT SHELL / rR THAT THING / 

WE CAN EXIST ONIN BY USING OTHER CELESTIA WE CAN OS 

BODIES TO MAINTAIN LIFE IN OUR OWN PLANET / NOTHING . 

Nou MIGHT BE INTERESTED TO KNOW THAT NOTHING , 

NOUR OWN PLANET, EARTH, 6 UNLESS... 
WILL BE NEXT? Rs ° ‘ 





COMMANOER BODINE, A MASTER 
ENGINEER, HAD EXAMINED THE CON - 


TROLS / HE DEDUCED THAT ONE SWITCH 
WOULD CONTROL THE MASTER GENER- 


ATORS AND... 


eee THIS SWITCH 
DOES WHAT I 
THINK IT DOES’ 





THEN STARTED THE 
GENERATORS 
AGAIN’ GET 
IN, QUICK ,/ 


% it 
i 


\ 


COMMANDER BODINE AIMED THE SHOCK 


RANS... THEN PRESSED THE FIRING 
BUTTON JUST AS THE PLANET' 


Ss 
BLUE RAYS COME ON FULL STRENGTH.. 


IT WORKED, 
NEDRA J 
LOOK -- 
WE'RE 
SAFE / 











HURRY, NEDRA/ THAT 
HAS SOMETHING TO D 
BLUE RAY VISION / WE 
GOT TO GET TO 

OUR SPACE SHIP/ 


a 
a I) 


MAYBE WE CAN -- IF WE 
DESTROY THIS THING 
FIRST / I'M GOING TO 
TRY THE SHOCK RAYS / 
THAT PLANET (S 
PRETTY WELL EATEN 
UP INSIDE / 


WE CAN'T 
GET AWAY, 
BRYAN / 


MNBE WRADEK WILL ) L'M GLAD WE 
GIVE US OUR VWA- \ P 
CATION NOW! HE 
SHOULD -- WE 
SAVED THE 
PLANET.’ 


FALLS IS STILL 
THERE BECAUSE 
THAT'S WHERE 
WE'RE GOING 

ON OUR HONEY- 

MOON / 








fhe MIGHTY SHIP -- THE OEADLIEST EVER SEEN IN EARTH'S GALAXY - -HOVER: 
ED MENACINGLY OVER US WHILE THE INVADER DEMANDED COMPLETE 
SURRENDER / OUR MILITARY EXPERTS REFUSED TO ATTACK ... SAID I(T 
WOULO BE. USELESS/ NOTED MEN URGED THE NATIONS TO GIVE UP-- AND 
OUR SPACE PILOTS STOOD BY THEIR SHIPS AWAITING ORDERS --AFRAID 

TO THINK.OF WHAT COULD HAPPEN / 


BO gO rig 
z nal 
& 


TR 





WHEN FIRST REPORTED, THE HUGE MISSILE Wij, Vz 
FROM EARTH IL IN GALAXY XIV WAS AP- © Ssh, = 
PROACHING SLOWLY / EVEN THEN OUR oS 
SCIENTISTS KNEW IT WAS HUGE... 


IT'S INFOCUS, \GO AHEAD, DOUGLAS, 
SIR! VERY TAKE A_GOOD LOOK / You 
MAY BE BATTLING THAT 
MONSTER SOON! 





AMAZING £ WE'VE OSSERVED THEM I'M AFRAID WE'VE HAD IT/ 
FROM TIME TO TIME ON WE HAVE NO WEAPON THAT 

THEIR OWN PLANET-- CAN DESTROY A SHIP THAT 

THEY SEEMED To BE AT SIZE V A COBALT BOMB 

FRIENDLY 2 WAR ALL THE TIME / WOULD JUST RAISE A LUKE 
MUCH LIKE MEN HERE BLISTER, ON THAT BABY,’ / PERMISSION 

a TO TAKE A 
CLOSER. 
LOOK / 


CAPTAIN DOUGLAS HAD BEEN SELECT- WHAT ARE YOu HAPPY LET 'EM GET 
ED FOR JUST THAT PURPOSE / HE ABOUT, YOu BEAUTIFUL NASTY / x 
AND HIS CO4PILOT WERE READY TO IDIOT 2 WE MAY NEVER, / DON'T CARE 


BLAST OFF FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER... SET BACK IF THAT WHAT HAPPENS 


THE ATOMK NERY WELL J REMEM- 
FUEL. TANKS BER, I WANT IN- 
FORMATION, NOT 
HEROES ON THIS 
TRIP / 


HOL--THEY ‘VE GOT A HEAT THEN WE'LL ROAST IN THIS THING LIKE | 
RAY ON US ¥ WHAT IF THEY CHICKENS IN AN OVEN / BUT THEY 
TUREN IT ON FULL STRENGTH 2 ee aa ‘RE WARNING 





DISREGARDING- THE WARNING , DOUGLAS 
BROUGHT HIS SHIP DOWN CLOSER -- 
THEN THE TELEON TUBE LIT AND... 


SINCE YOU ARE BRAVE, 
EARTHLING, I WILL NOT 
DESTROY YOU / ANDO, SINCE 
YOU ARE CURIOUS, YOU 
HIVE PERMISSION TO LAND! 


yan 
'G 


\\\ 





DOUGLAS CONTACTED HIS SUPERIOR 


AT ONCE... , 

(F YOU ARE WILLING, 
THEIR BIG. DOUGLAS, LAND FIND | 
WHEEL INVITED | OUT WHAT THEI 

























ME FORTEA, | TERMS ARE, OBSERVE 
SIR! WHAT'LL / WHAT Nou CAN Y THE 
= Oo = PRESIDENT WISHES 


IF WE HAVE TROUBLE, DARLING -- 
DON'T BOTHER ABOUT ME, JUST 
SAVE NOURSELF / 





I Guess WE'RE 
SUPPOSED TO GOIN 
THERE! REMEMBER, 
KID, THEY DION'T WIN 
THIS BALL GAME YET/ 


IF YOU WANT ) WAIT, EARTHLING, YO 
CAME HERE TO BAR- 

GAIN FOR PEACE, NOT 

TO ATTACK MY CREW / 


is 
\ 


fl) 


ne 


OUR RATIONS ARE 
ADEQUATE / IT 
WOULD BE BETTER 
FOR2 YOU TO THINK 
OF MORE IMPORTANT 
MATTERS --SUCH 
AS SAVING YOUR 
PLANET / 


TI DIDN'T KNOW I 
HAD SUCH A 
WALLOPS LOOKS 
A LITTLE UNDER- 
FED, THOUGH / 


THIS IS ONE OFA 
BATTERY OF HEAT 
GUNS J ANY ONE 
OF THEM COULD 
MELT YOUR 


ALL RIGHT, WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 2 \NHAT'S 
YOUR PRICE TO GO 
AWAY AND LEAVE 
US ALONE 2 


THE FEMALE STIAYS/ 
TELL YOUR LEADERS 
TO SEND CARGO SHIPS 
WITH FOOD AND 
URANIUM AT ONCE / 
RESEARCH, VOU 
KNOW / 


THAT'S PLAIN 
ENOUGH VY 
COME CN , 
PAULA / 





WITH THIS FLEET OF SPACE FIGHTERS, 
I COULD SCORCH EVERY CiTY 
ON EARTH ./ 


WE ARE NOT 
GOING AWAY 
EARTHLING/ 
WE STAY / WE 
STAY AND 
RULE YOUR 
PLANET.’ TELL 
YOUR LEADERS 
-L DEMANO 
UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER 
OR TWILL 
DESTROY 
Nou / Go/ 





LEAVING PAULA BEHIND, CAPTAIN 
DOUGLAS STREAKED ACROSS THE 
SKIES AND REPORTED TO HIS CHIEF... 


THEY'RE MORE HEAVILY AREN'T 
ARMED THAN I THOUGHT! Y 

I GUESS WE'LL HAVE TO 
AGREE TOTHEIR. TERMS / 
YOu WILL COMMAND 
THE FOOD AND 
URANIUM SHIP= , So 
MENTS, CAPTAIN, 























OR URANIUM 2 MY EVERY MOMENT WE HUGE CARGO SHIPS WERE LOADED 
HUNCH IS THEY'RE ) DELAY MIGHT MEAN WITH FOOD AND FUEL / WHILE LEADERS 
ALMOST OUT OF DEATH FOR _EVERY- 


OF OUR NATIONS DISCUSSED THE 
GAS AND ONE ON EARTH / SURRENDER... 
STARVED J IF WE CANNOT TAKE THAT WILL BE 
WE CAN STRETCH | THAT CHANCE / I STILL THINK THEY'RE ALL, CAPTAIN! 
OUT THE PEACE BLUFFING’Y REMEMBER, \ CARRY OUT 
PARLEY, WE MY FIANCEE (S ON THAT Your 
MIGHT FIND =e HAVE AS MUCH MISSION / 
Our’ TO LOSE 4S hee 






tj 


af 


SE oa oe 


ua \ y \\ 
MEANWHILE , PAULA WAS LEARNIN 


S YOUR MEN WOULO'VE BEEN 
THINGS ON THE GIANT OF OUTER SPACE.. EATING THEIRR SHOES IN 


ANOTHER WEEK, TOLO/ 
THE BLUFF WORKE ED, 





BACK, EARTH- 
LING / SOON 
YOUR CRAVEN 
ON THIS THING IS LEADERS WILL 
EMPTY / AND THE SEND.US WHAT 
CREW MEMBERS WE NEED, 
ARE STARVED, 4 


» \ i 


j lh ae 


EN CAPTAIN DOUGLAS DIDN'T LEAD THE HEAVILY LADEN CARGO SHIPS IN AT 








ONCE / HE LANDED FIRST... 
YEAH, I _LUSTENED IN/ BUT I WANT 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING 2 BRING THOSE )\ TO SEE PAULA FIRST-- AND IF YOUR, 
BOYS GOT ROUGH, I GAV 
IMMEDIATELY / NOUR LEADERS ORDERS TOMY CREW me 
CONTACTED US AND AGREED OPEN FIRE / 
TO THE SURRENDER / 


HAL, DON'T LET LET HER GO OR 
I'tlL TAK E YOu 


ALL APART / 


HIS IS A CINCH / an i 
EALLY TURNED OUT 
PAPER TIGERS a 


WE HAD ONLW A LUTTLE FUEL -- NOTHING 
TO FIRE OUR RAY GUNS WITH / I TRIED 

TO BLUFF --MUCH AS YOUR. LEADERS 
DO / SINCE IT DION'T NORK, WE 
ASK MERCY AND A CHANCE TO 


LIVE HUMBLY ON YOUR. PLANET Vy Z 


AS ORDINARY 
CITIZENS / 





NOU STUBBORN 

YOUNG FOOL / 

YOU WILL NOT 

RUIN MY PLANS 
NOW / 


TELL YOUR BOYS NONE OF US 

TO BE GOOD OR I'LL} WANTED TO 

START MELTING FIGHT YOu .’ 
THEM DOWN , WE ONLY 

TO d WANTED HELP 


OH, DARLING. v THE GIRLS ON EARTH 
NOU'RE ARE ATTRACTIVE, TOO! 
WONDERFUL - / PERHAPS WE NVISITORS 
CAN FIND WIVES 
AND RAISE 
a ea a 


| Peay 


THe MOMENT THAT THE SCIENTISTS OF EARTH HAD FEARED SINCE THE FIRST ATOM 
BOMB WAS AT HAND... THE WEAPON THAT WOULD DESTROY EARTH WAS A PROJECTILE 
IN SPACE AIMED AT THE HEART OF EARTH, APPROACHING AT A THOUSAND MILES A 
SECOND! WHO WAS DIRECTING THIS INSTRUMENT OF DOOM # MAJOR JOHN ALLARD, 
ONE OF THE AGLEST, MOST FEARLESS SPACE PILOTS THAT EARTH EVER HAD / 












STOP, JOHN / I BELIEVE IT % DON'T INTERFERE, ELENA?’ I'M DOING 
Now, YOu ARE WHAT THEY RAR WHAT I HAVE 
SAID -- A TRAITOR 7 TO DO / 



















EXCELLENT, MAJOR? 
ON YOUR PRESENT COURSE, 
EARTH'S DOOM [S INEVITABLE ./ 
SET THE AUTOMATIC CONTROLS AND 

USE THE SPACE CAP 
WHEN READY / 









ONLY FORTY EIGHT HOURS BEFORE, MAJOR JOHN ALLARD WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
HGHIN RESPECTED PILOTS IN_ EARTH'S SPACE SERVICE,” THE DEFENSE COUNCIL 
HAD ASKED HIM TO TESTIFY ABOUT THE MENACE FROM THE PLANET DARIUS... 


.-eAND ISN'T IT TRUE, ALLARD, THAT YOU ITSALIES , HE... HE ACTS 
SYMPATHIZE WITH THE DICTATOR'S AMBITIONS / I CAN GUILTY / THEY'RE 
WE HAVE PROOF THAT YOU MADE A PACT WITH EXPLAIN CALLING A RE- 
ABAKUS, LEADER OF THE EVERYTHING? CESS --ILt ASK 
DARIAN FORCES/ GIVE ME HIM MYSELF IF 
Y) A CHANCE / IT'S TRUE/ 





MAJOR JOHN ALLARD WASTHE PICTURE 


OF GUILT AS HE LEFT THE HALL OF 


JUSTICE’ HE WANDERED TOWARD THE 


SPACE PORT AIMLESSLY .., 


JOHN / WHAT'S 
WRONG = WHY 
DON'T YOu TELL 
THAT MAN OFF 2 





ELENA / 
YOU SHOULDN'T BE 
SEEN WITH MES 
DION'T YOU HEAR. 
HIM 2 <'M THE RAT 


WHO SUPPOSEDW 'S 


OUT TO DESTROY 
, HIS OWN PLANET / 


SORRY, SIR / 
THIS SHIP 
1S..,<OO0F/ 


NOTHING PERSONAL, 
SOLDIER, BUT XT 
NEED THIS SHIP 


BRING THAT SHIP BACK, MOU FOO: / 

THERE'S STILL TIME TO FACE THE 

SECURITY COMMITTEE AND 
OEFEND NOURSELFY 





KNOW THAT'S GET AWAY FROM 
ME / I DON'T WANT 
TO TALK TO NOU / 


OT... JOHN 


JOHN WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE SHIP -> 
HE'D COMMANDED \T SNHEN IT WAS 
BUILT THREE YEARS AGO... 


THEY'RE ONTO ME ALREADY / 
I'LL BEA BAKED 

POTATO IF I DON'T 

GETTHIS SHIP 

OQuT OF HERE 

IN A HURRY ,’ 


SORRY. SIR-- THEY'VE GOT ME COLD 
AND IT ADMIT IT/ DROPPIN FOR A 
NMISIT IF YOU EVER COME OuT 
AROUND DARIUS/ THAT'S 
WHERE I'LL BE! 





HELLO, JOHN-- JOHN, YOu'RE } NO/ 
WE'LL BOTH ACTUALLY 

BE ON 

Darius!’ F 


MAJOR ALLARO WAITED TILL 
THE EARTH SHIPS HAD ALL 

BEEN OUTDISTANCED BE- 
FORE HE EXPLAINED... 


JOHN, WHEN ) YOU WERE 


DO THAT ALL 
RIGHT / RS MAN 
EVE 
CONVINCE 
Nou / 





WELCOME To DARIUS, MAJOR ALLARD/ Ye SUITS ME. AARKUS / I WANT TO 
NOU ARE MY GUEST--OR MY PRISONER, Y__ TALK TO YOU / TELL Your Boys 
yy l= YOU PREFER? wp) NOT TO GET ITCHY’ FINGERED / 


AARKUS WAITS £ 

YOU WILL PUT 

ASIDE YOUR 
ARMS? 





= 


AAAKUS -- MASTER OF THE PLANETS OF THIS IS MORE THAN 
OUTER SPACE, SMILED ASHE GREETED: | WORDS, AAAKUSY 
TWO SEINS FROM THE NEXT PLANET 


IF THEY ARE 
THE DEFENCE 
ON HIS UST TO BE DESTROYED... 


GENUINE, THEN 


I BELIEVE You / 
PLANS THAT YOu T WILL HAVE 
- NEED TO ATTACK THEM EXAMINED/ 
I HANE COME TO JOIN \ IT WILL TAKE Ee. 
YOU, AAAKUS/ I AM 


REALIST ENOUGH TO 


ARTH 
SUCCESSFULLY / 


OF THAT, 
EARTHLING / 





THE HUGE DARIAN SHIPS FILLED THE 
SKIES A MOMEN 


T LATER’ LEADING 
THE FLEET WAS AAAKUS... AND WITH 
HIM WAS MAJOR. JOHN ALLARD... 
Ee : THIS ISTHE WEAPON THAT WILL DES - 
AUTHENTICITY TROY EARTH LIOL WILL SHOW YOU 
OF THE DOCU- RS i THROUGH IT/ HE WILL FLY IT AND 
MENTS / WE AIM IT BEFORE ESCAPING IN A 
WILL eee \ Stace Sutce aes se TO THE 
\ -< 


WEA 
NEARING YOUR BENET! 


¥ 
a ATTA AAA 


IT WIL you DO 
CAUNCH HED : FINISH WY Uttce 
IN A MOMENT,’ — CHORE / 


a — LEAVE / 
Ll BE 


. rer 
pened NG 





THINKING OF ELENA STILL ON THE MOTHER, 
SHIP, MAJOR ALLARD GUIDED THE 
SPACE MISSLE ON HER LAST FLIGHT.., 


L'D INTENDED TO USE A PRESSURE 
SUIT AND ESCAPE BEFORE IT HITS -- 
But ELENA WILL BE. 

DESTROYED’ I'LL Go 

AT THE SAME TIME / 











ELENA! YOU 
STOWED AWAY 
AGAIN 4 WHAT'S 


FOR YOU --1F YOU 
REALLY WERE A. 
TRAITOR 7 COME 
ON, LET'S GIVE 
AAAKUS & DOSE 
OF HIS OWN 
MEDICINE / 





THEN TURNED THE FYING BOMB: UNTILAT 
WAS AIMED AT THE MAN WHO HAD BUILT ITZ THEN THEY SLIPPED OUTSIDE... 


MAJOR ALLAROY ) THAT'S THE L 

TURN AROUND ARAKUS AND 
2 = To CONQUER 

UNIVERSE / 


CONGRATULATIONS, | TELL EARTH TO 


LET ME ALONE / 
ALL I WANT IS A 
MONTH LEAVE SO 
MY FUTURE WIFE 
ANO I CAN HAVE 
& HONEYMOON 7 


MAJOR, EARTH 


YOU WELL FOR 
YOUR WORK 
TODAY / 


PICK US UP, LT'LL REWARD 


YOU WITH A 


WONDERFUL -- I 
UNDERSTAND 


ON SATURN *% 
IS WONDER - 
FUL / 


BIG KISS / 








secasr” CAPT. X 


Wai WAS THE TERRIBLE SECRET OF CAPTAIN X 2 HOW COULD HE giltee KE ae 
AND AGAIN -- SNATCH HUGE. WELL ARMED SPACE SHIPS FROM THE UNIVER 
WITHOUT LEAVING A TRACE © THE TERRIFIED LEADERS OF OUR SOLAR Sse 
HAD TO FIND OUT OR BE BOUND FOREVER TO THEIR OWN PLANETS! ONE MAN 
FACED THE TASK OF DEFYING CAPTAIN X -- COMMANDER DALLES: INTER - 

PLANETARY SECURITY OFFICER... 


SO YOU ARE CAPTAIN 
% 2 YOU WON'T GET (ee COMMANDER / THEY TOO LATER, CAPTAIN / 
AWAY WITH IT THIS ARE FROM THE DCOMED PLANET! / SOME OF THOSE 
TIME! THE CREW AT LAST ZF RULE SPACE’ FOOLS IN THE 
WOH'T TAKE YOuR, ‘ CABINS WILL 
CRAZY ORDERS,’ 


sah 


& MONTH BEFORE THAT, COMMANDER -.» BUT OUR PATROLS 
gga = CONFERRING WITH HIS REPORT NO ACTINITY 
{ se 


THERE.’ NOTIN THE 
AT FIRST I WAS SURE 


LAST COUPLE OF 
PIRATES WERE FROM NEARS / MAYBE 
KORELLA, THE DOOMED PLANET/ AS THEY'RE ALL 
NOU KNOW, WE HAVE IT QUARANTINED / DEAD BY NOW,’ 
THE POPULATION THERE 1S RADIC- | | 
ACTIVE / THEY CANNOT LIVE IN 
CONTACT WITH THE REST OF US... 


Sa 


ES 
Gin SSS 





-Y 


THE NEWEST, FASTEST SPACE SHIP EVER BUILT WAS NEARING COMPLETION / IT 
WAS ON THIS THAT THE LEADERS OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM WERE TO HOLD 
THEIR, MEETING CONCERNING CAPTAIN &... 

I KNOW.’ IT WiLL BE 


YES, COMMANDER, WE'RE ALMOST HELLO, GOOD HAVING YOu 
READY / HERE COME CAPTAIN KUNG LA |) CAPTAIN’ ABOARD, COMMANDER.’ 
AND HIS EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MARY LI // IT WILL MAKE MARY 
FROM TANUS, SISTER. PLANET AND ME FEEL MUCH 
. TOKORELLAY 


WE WILL BE LOADED AND READY AT AT 12:01 THE NEXT DAY, THE MIGHTY 
NOON TOMORROW. I HAVE NO FEAR SHIP RELT THE FIRST THRUST OF HER. 
OF THIS CAPTAIN X ” NO MIGHTY ROCKETS / 
SPACE SHIP BUILT CAN 

OVERTAKE US/ 


NICE BLAST-OFF, CAPTAIN’ \ EXCELLENT, I WAS JUST TELLING 
I'O BETTER GET BACK TO COMMANDER! THE MARTIAN DELEGATE 
THE CABIN AND CALM GIVE THEM THAT WE ARE SAFE 
OUR APPREHENSIVE THE CAPTAIN'S FROM ANY OUTSIDE SAFE THAT 
GUESTS DOWN Y REGARD'S / eee ae ’ 
“S j MNO: 


CERTAIN / 





DO Nou A...A GEIGER COUNTER! 
RECOGNIZE } HOW OLOFASHIONEDY ITT... 
Ss, IT SEEMS TO BE REGISTER- 
= ING / ARE WE CARRYING 
URANIUM ABOARD 2 


AHA! I SEE YOu 
HAVE GUESSED 
OUR LITTLE 
SECRET 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
CAPTAIN X/ DON'T 
MOVE --I SENT A 
STEWARD FOR THE 
\ OFFICER OF THE 
» GUARD J 


YOU'RE... HOW 
MANY OF YOu 
ARE HERE 2 


ALMOST ALL THE CREW, 
COMMANDER / THIS 
SHIP (S GOING TO 
KORELLA WITH ALL 
ON BOARD’ 


NES, MARY, WE ARE -- YOU ANDO 
CAPTAIN KUNG LA/ YOU ARE RE- 
LIEVED OF YOUR DUTIES / 
STEWARD, SUMMON THE 
OFFICER OF THE GUARD / 


~S 


H 
i 


ches. | wZA\ J 
! 


i 
a 8% 
i 


AS MANY OF 
US ARE, 
COMMANDER J 
TURN 


AROUND 
— SLOWLY / 


TAKE THESE TWO INTO 
CUSTODY, LIEUTENANT! 
THEY ARE OF KORELLA, 
THE DOOMED PLANET, 


Y'LL ALL BE IN \ THAT TAKES | 
OF RADIATION } CARE OF HIM! 
J YOu PASS THE 
WORD To THE 
OTHERS / 


NO! THE 
DANGE 





WHAT ABOUT STILL ALIVE, COMMAN - COMMANDER DALLES HE MEME ERE 
THE OTHERS-- DER / THEY TURN WHEN KORELLA WAS FIRST DIS ERED, 
THE MEN YOU GREEN - -THEN DEVELOP HOW INTELLIGENT, EARTHLUKE INHABI~ 
CAPTURED IMMUNITY AS WE Do J TANTS HAD BEEN ACCEPTED AT THE BE- 
ON THE OTHER, THEY CANNOT LIVE of GINNING / THEN (T WAS DISCOVERED 

SHIPS / AMONG THE OTHER YR THEIR FRIENDSHIP WAS DEADLY... 

4 PEOPLE FOR TOO 
LONG EITHER WE CAN'T HELP IT IF THE URANIUM FIRES 

ON KORELLA HAVE EATEN INTO US/ 
LOOK IN MY EYES/ MY MIND (tS FEO 
BY THOSE FLAMES/Y WE CANNOT 
CHANGE --SO YOu 

OTHERS MUST / 


NOU WILL NOT MIND IT IN TIME. COM MANDER,, 


CEPTIAIN K CHANGED COURSE AND THE 
| YOUR GUARDS IN YOUR PATROL SHIPS 


GIANT SPACE SHIP FLASHED ACROSS 
ARE USED T ITNOW / NES, THEY THE HEAVENS TOWARD THE GREEN 
ARE MANNED BY OUR MEN Now ./ mane 
DISGUISED, OF COURSE’ 


ARES OF KO 


WHAT CAN WE 09, WE CAN'T DOA ¥ IL THE HUGE SPACE SHIP REVERSED 
COMMANDER 2 THING NET? ROCKETS AND SLOW WN EASED DOWN 
THESE POOR WAIT TILL WE ON THE SEARED ASHES OF WHAT HAD 
CREATURES WILL LAND / BEEN ONCE A LIVIKGS PLANET... 
BURN USIF z Be aie, - : 
THEY STAY Coa AN 7 DALLES / REMEMBER. | IM StAD TO 
THIS CLOSE / ean AT eZ ) ME = HARTMANN = HEAR THAT / 
Vi) f 4 : CLASS OF TWENTY Nou'VE BEEN 
TWO FOURTEEN? MISSING FOR, 
IT'S ALL RIGHT-- TWO YEARS / 
THE RADIATION . 
WON'T BOTHER. A 
YOU FOR MONTHS / 





NONE / NONE OF US 
FEEL TOO WELL BUT 
CAPTAIN % TAKES 
GOOD CARE OF US/ 
POOR DEVIL--HE AND 
THE OTHERS ARE IN 
TROUBLE THOUGH / 


HOW COME ALL 
THIS URANIUM 
HASN'T KILLED 
NOU 7 HOW 
MANY OF THOSE 
MISSING ARE F 


GET HER GUN, 
HARTMANN 7 I'LL 
EXPLAIN LATER? 


TAKE NOUR WEAPON, KUNG 
LAY THE DECISION (S MINE 
TO MAKE --AND IAM Go- 
ING TO MOVE ALL OF YOU 
TO AN UNINHABITED PLANET. 
NOU_CAN START 
OVER THERE / 


I DON'T GET IT, WE NEED HELP, DALLES / 
KUNG LA/ Nou'RE} WE ASKED FOR IT 
NOT AS AGAIN AND AGAIN J 
HARD AS YOU NOW, WE WILL TAKE !T/ 
WANT PEOPLE EVEN IF WE HAVE To 
TO THINK Z r CAPTURE THE 
WHAT'S NOUR REST OF YOU TO 
PLAN 2 ©: (ir 


I'LL TAKE THAT, 
Mss Li / 


MANY OF US WILL GO WELL, THEY'VE 
WITH THEM, COMMAN- |} GOT IT! JUST 
DER! THEY'RE GOOD | SO I HAVETHE | 


Just DESPERATELY 
FIGHTING FOR, 
A CHANCE 
Te UNE? 


LA THAT CAPTAIN 
¥% Wie. NOT 
REAPPEAR / 





SPINS R 
ESN : 


f BY THE 
L COMICS 
ry. 

TION 


APPROVED 


CODE 
AUTHORIT. 
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Ln THE UNENDING SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE AROUND US, THE 
SCIENTISTS ‘OF ALL THE KNOWN WORLDS WERE PUZZLED BY A SMALL PLANET OUT 
PAST SATURN / INTREPID EXPLORERS WENT THERE... AND REPORTED FINDING CIVILIZA= 
TION, FRIENDLY BEINGS,’ OTHERS WHO FOLLOWED CONFIRMED IT! YET, OR. KYLE DURAN, 
WRITING A TEXTBOOK ON THE NEW NEIGHBOR FOUND ONE THING PUZZLING... 


LOOK, KYLE! IT's NOW I KNOW WHY YOu NEVER ) CALM DOWN, DURAN, 
HORRIBLE / CAME BACK TO EARTH, YOU WON'T MIND THIS 
LATIMER! YOU COULON'T/ AFTER WE PROCESS 
Se YOu - 


MONTHS BEFORE, DR, OURAN BEGAN HIS BOOK... 
USING ALL THE DATA TRANSMITTED BY THE EX- 
PLORERS ALREADY ON TSARUS... 


THE TSARIAN ATMOS = 
NOUR, PARAGRAPH I KNOW -- I'LL HAVE TO 
ABOUT THE TSARIAN 


BOOk PHERE’ IT MUST 
GET MORE INFORMATION COMING 2 
ATMOSPHERE ISN'T 


HI, SLOWLY, MAJOR / 
DOCTOR-- I NEED MORE 


HOW'S DOPE ON THE 


HAVE AN OXYGEN 
BASE --YOU AND 
THE OTHERS 

DON'T WEAR 
SPACE SuiTs/ 


CLEAR, KYLE’ FROM LATIMER: / 





(prea: 


} OF COURSE, DOCTOR, / CLIMATE'S 
WONDERFUL TOO -- STAYS AROUND 

f EIGHTY ALL THE TIME / TOO BAD YOu 
FELLOWS THERE CAN'T JOIN 
uS YET’ THE SPACE 

| PORT WILL BE 

| FINISHED ONE OF 

| THESE DAYS, 

THOUGH / 


ONE MONTH ORAGGED BY, THEN ANOTHER) 
AND DR. DURAN WAS GETTING IMPATIENTY 


HE WANTED FIRST HAND INFORMATION, 
NOT LATIMER'S REPORTS... 


FOR THE LAST TIME, \ DON'T DO THAT, SIR/ 
DURAN, NOV I'L LET ME GO ALONE 
SEND HUNDREDS FIRST/ THERE'S... 
OF NOU FELLOWS THERE'S SOME- 
THERE WHEN THING WRONG uP 
LATIMER SAYS THERE’ SOME - 
THE SPACE PORT THING LATIMER. 
THERE IS READY’ A_ HASN'T TOLO 

uS ABOUT / 





AN 

AA 
RNY 
Wy \ 


A 





4 ” Ties ae rr) _ EE 
NES, OR. DURAN SENSED a BECAUSE HE'S 
1 SOMETHING WIROKNG --AND BUT WHY FOUND ONE REASON 
HE WAS RIGHT... AFTER ANOTHER. TO KEEP 
rpmnans . : US FROM JOINING HIM / 
itil ae aaa IT DON'T THINK TSARUS CAN 
SUPPORT LIFE --OUR KIND 
OF LIFE, THAT IS,’ 





» a TSARIAN ! 


THE SPACESHIP 


« Wy 


PROCESSES 
ARE THE 
SAME, HS 
PERSONALITY (S 
UNCHANGED ! 
WE'LL KNOW 
MORE AFTER. 
WE LAND,’ 


LATIMER! SORRY, 

I COULDN'T WAIT 

FOR. YOUR. FORMAL 
INVITATION 7 


I'M GLAD YOU 

CAME, DOCTOR 

NOU CAN BE A 

BIG HELP TO US 

WHEN THE OTHERS 
ARRIVE / 


THE TSARIANS STARED AT EEN, elaee ha 
iY AND DR, DURRAN SWAS EQUA 


CURIOUS ABOUT THEM... 
CORRECT, 


HMM --LIFE is DOCTOR / COM- 
SUSTAINED THROUGH] BUSTION AS SUCH 
THE CHEMICAL IS UNKNOWN ON 
ACTION OF TSARUS - -OXVNGEN 
ON WAS AN UNKNOWN 
UNTIL LATIMER. 
ARRIVED 


| SKIRTING THE CORROSNE ATMOSPHERE OF SATURN, 
DESCENDED SLOWLY ON TSARUS 


FOR. NOT 
SHAKING 
HANDS -- 
HANDS FILTHY. 
YOU KNOW 
THIS WAY, 

we. PLEASE / 


THEN YOu WERE 

RIGHTY MAJOR. 

LATIMER. DOESN'T 

BREATHE’ HE'S DEA ; 
NOT EVEN ALIVE/ EXPLAIN LATER: 






















YES, LATIMER --I HAVE! YOU'RE ) STOP 
STILL LATIMER MENTALLY -- Bur IT 
THE REST OF YOU IS 
METERS, DIALS, WIRE 
AND MOTORS / WOULDN'T 
NOU UKE TO ENJOY A 
STEAK ONCE MORE --OR 
HOLO HANDS WITH A 
PRETTY GIRL LIKE 


WHEW! ATS A \I SEE 
PLEASURE TO BREATHE 
NORMALLY AGAIN Y WHY 
THE HELMET, LATIMER ¥ 
ALLERGIC TO OXYGEN 
: NOW 2 


hi 


AN, “ oa ae 
“Vain 


1 WE MADE THAT THE FOOD, ALL SYNTHETIC, WAS DELICIOUS! 
ADJUSTMENT, TOO, ADJUSTING - - AFTER THE MEAL, LATIMER SHOWED 
AND YOU CAN THEM AROUND... 
FORGET THAT 
‘PROCESSING’ WHAT HAPPENED, \ FRIENOLW/ I 
BUSINESS’ LATIMER. = DID TRUSTED THEM 
WILL ADJUST IT SO THEY OVER- AND THEN THEY 
You Will BE of, POWER YOu? SLIPPED ME AN 
HAPPY TOO /’ 4m 73 ANESTHETIC INTO 
é ; wh MY OXYGEN 


! TAKE THEM TOTHE PROCESSING- 
ROOM! URSK IS WAITING’ 


Way 
Vy 
AVR 
ml 

‘t 


<= ONW GOT A WHIFF OF }). I GOT YOUR ONE THING WE WON'T Do, 1S 
THE GAS--THEN © : LET THESE BiROS 
SWITCHED TO THE ARE WE SGO- PROCESS US, 
EMERGENCY ING TO DOZ 

TANK Y YOU ALL 

RIGHT, VERNA? 


SUBDUE THEM. ZG SETTER SETA 
LATIMER -- I NEW MAINSPRING- 
WILL REPAIR, 

YOU LATER / 


LOOK, NOU CAN'T 
HELP BY FIGHTING’ I COULD HAVE 
TURNED A DIAL AND MELTED YOU 
BOTH AT ANY TIME / THAT SWITCH 
THERE SUPPLIES THE ENERGY 
THAT KEEPS ME AND ALL THE 
aaa SUPPLIED WITH 


VICE? 


rc EXPECTED Nou O10 IT/ NOW |) THANKS TO MAJOR} 
THAT DURAN,’ WE CAN GET LATIMER / COME 
/ OUT OF HERE / ¥ On! 









DT'LL CLOSE THE HATCH 


sors 


SECONDS LATER, THE POWER- & 
FUL ROCKETS CUT IN -- 
JUST IN TIME... 


Ny 


™s d 
AW es 


WELL, YOU'RE FREE. BOTH 
OF YOU! NOU KNOW, OF COURSE, 


THAT I WILL NEVER AGE OR GROW « 


OLD! NOU MISSED THAT 
CHANCE 7 ' 





THEY'RE COMING To LIFE! THERE MUST 
BE EMERGENCY GENERATORS / GET 
ABOARD AND START THE ROCKETS / 







Wife SLAB THEY 


TELL URSK 
TO WRITE 


URSK 
COMMANOS 
YOU TO... 


yy” 





as puaes 9 


you SEEM YOu LEFT ME LITTLE By 
ESCAPED / 
I ERRORED 
IN NOT RE- 
MOVING 
THE BRAIN 
AREA CON- 
TROLLING 
SENTIMENT/ 


THEY 'RE GOING 
BACK / IT'STOO 


YES, I KNOW, 
DOCTOR --AND I 
WISH YOU BOTH 
SREAT HAPPINESS, 
THE KIND I CAN 
NEVER KNOW 





Wien PEOPLE LOOK AT ME TODAY, THEY SEE BILL TONES -- NO TALLER THAN THE AVERAGE 
GUY, NO SMARTER’ BUT I WAS KING ONCE, KING OF AN ENTIRE WORLD -- AND THE 
LOVELIEST GIRL IN THAT WORLD LOVED ME / IT WAS.... 





NOU HAVE VANQUISHED ALL \ NOT BAD FOR A | 
NOUR RIVALS, JONESY / JOHNNY - COME - Ze za Nie @ 
YOU ARE NOW KING OF LATELY, IF I DO ee 
THIS WORLD -- ANO SN SO MW - g NEP, THAT'S ME YOU'RE 
MY HUSBAND,’ SELF, MMMMM / il LOOKING AT / AND 
MMMMM {S THE 
QUEEN'S NAME / 
FUNNY -- THAT'S 
THE FIRST 
THING I SAID 


ced > 


Loa ws 


Sade, 


WATCH IT, = = I CAN'T HELP 
JONES! STOP |=” | IT MMMMM 7 
} LOOKING AT see pS 

MIRIAM AND 

YOU WON'T 

STUMBLE ,/ 


WHEN I SPRAWLED INTO dA \ A QUEEN MMMMM 
THAT PURPLE LIGHT, I GOT Lag, \ \W/ TO YOu, Sie’ How 
THE STRANGEST FEELING-- "ed }\ DID YOU GET HERE 2 
ESPECIALLY WHEN I LOOK- me ‘ " WHAT (IS THAT 

ED AT MIRIAM... 


GET OUT OF MMMMM J 

THAT AWFUL I LIKE You! 

LIGHT RIGHT / You'RE 
AWAY J’ LIKE A 


WAIT A MINUTES 

I Just SAID DOWN 
HIM, MMMMM! FIGHTING 
HE LACKS ROWE / ANYHOW , 
RESPECT/ ‘ GET HIM/ ROWF/ 


ROWF WAS MY GREATEST 
WARRIOR / YOU WILL FIGHT 
MY BATTLES FOR ME 
HENCEFORTH / WHAT 
DO THEY CALL YOu 2 


SHE KNEW HOW TO SHOW HER APPRE- 
CIATION WHENEVER TI WON... 





THEY HAD A PRETTY GOOD SYSTEM IN THAT WORLD / IF ANOTHER BUNCH GOT SORE AT 

MY QUEEN, THEY SENT OVER A CHALLENGE / THE KING DELIVERED IT PERSONALLY! 
THEY HAD PRETTY BIG KINGS THERE TOO.. “re oe "iy 
yp ROWF IS PASSE / | 


I CHALLENGE é as *) JONESY HANDLES 
NOuR FIERCEST |i ‘ i ta THAT WORK NOW, 
WARRIOR TO |g j > KING YGO/ 

A FIGHT TO f > y ee 

THE FINISH / 

ROWE CAN 

NOT STAND 

AGAINST 


AW WZ 


THAT NGO CHARACTOR UST 
: MISSED WITH TWO RIGHTS-- 

\ \ \} <= GOT MY EVES FOCUSED 
YOu'RE NOT REALL \ ¥ VA Ay DURING THE SECOND SWING... 
HURT’ YOu'RE NOT ee N Ki 
GOING TO LET HIM N A ud eas 24 WONDERFUL, JONESY,’ 
SEAT US. ARE Vy, wipe Z| NOU HAVE SAVED 


NOU SHALL \ ANY MORE : 
RECEIVE KINGS 
THE USUAL =] AROUNDZ =” MBN HAVE NOUR 
REWARD,’ / WHAT'S THE AUTOGRAPH, SIR2 
I THINK YOu'RE 
WONDERFUL / 


ne 





AFTER THAT AUTOGRAPH BUSINESS, I WHAT # JUST WHEN THINGS 
DION'T GET AROUND AS MUCH-- BUT LT WERE GOING ALONG NICE, 
DION'T MIND BEING NEAR QUEEN MMMMM Too / I KNOW I HAVE NO 
TOO MUCH... .iitie RIGHT TO SAY [T, MMMMM, 
mw NOU CAN'T! WE'RE GO- BUT I LOVE NOu... 
GEE, NOU'RE ING TO HAVE TROUBLE AW, SHUCKSY 
SWELL,’ WITH THE OTHERS YZ ‘Bre a 
THEY 'RE GOING TO 
GANG UPON US, 


SHE MEANT (T TOO! ALL THE LOCAL BIG WHEELS WERE INVITED--PLUS KING YGO 
AND OTHER OUT OF TOWN BIG SHOTS’ WE WERE MARRIED ONTHE PALACE STEPS! 
T WAS CROWNED KING... @ 
scarica et/ HE'S TECHNICALIN KING OF THE WHOLE 
\\V WORLD Now’ HE'S ALREADY BEATEN 
ALL OF US ONCE AT LEAST’ WE'VE 
GOT TO DO SOMETHING,’ 


ye 
i, 


FOLLOW ME’ \ =/ WATCH OUT FOR, LOOK QUT: HONEY, 

WE'LL SETTLE THE QUEEN / SOMEONE'S GOING 

HIM RIGHT \ TO GET HURT? I 
NOW,’ NG = af THINK IT'LLBE ME/ 


== 





I WAS A REGULAR BEARCAT I DID PRETTY 
HANDN THAT DAY... 
NOU GOT A GLASS 


THAT'S TWO DOWN -- OHNE To Go! 
SEIZE THE... 

Ee? 
JAW, KINGN, one" 
OLD BOY’ 


.sAND LANDED RKSHT BACK IN THE 
| | OBSERVATORY WHERE I STARTED... | 
anes | — I COULD SHAKE you, 
Look 
OuT / 


JIONESY/ YOU'RE SO 
~~ CLUMSY 


C'MERE, HONEY / 
WE'VE GOT SOME 
UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS / 


OF COURSE WE GOT MARRIED... THAT WAS 
THE SECOND TIME FOR ME, COUNTING 
THE OTHER TIME UP ON THAT PLANET J 

a KNOW, I STILC FEEL LIKE A 

Kl 


_ 
_— HAVE SOME 
a ‘ 
\\ \\ \\\ 


NEAH -- I HAVE TO 


KEEP MY STRENGTH 
uP, DON'T I 2 


GRAPES, 
DEAREST, 








Chae THE HORSE GOT ALL THE GLORY -- CARRIED THE GENERALS IN THE PARADES, 
LED THE WILDLY EXCITING CAVALRY CHARGES -- THE MULE DID THE DIRTY WORK, TOTING 
AMMUNITION, SUPPLIES, AND HAULING ARTILLERY / MOST ARMY MULES WERE PRETTY 
HEP... BUT GAVIN'S MULE WAS ONE OF THE MOST IDIOTIC EVER FOALED...IF YOU 
GEUBVE CAPTAIN GORDON / SUT IF YOU'VE TALKED TO PVT, PAT GARVIN OUTSIDE 

SWARPSBURG IN 1864, HE'D DISAGREE... 










I'LL WHALE THE STUFFIN' OUTA YOu, 
CLARENCE! NE'LL GET ME CAP... 
WHEW / THAT SHELL WOULD'VE 

FINISHED ME SURE -- YUH KNEW 
iT WAS COMIN', OION‘T 
NUH, BOY 2 


iN AN \ 


Ghee 


CLARENCE JOINED THE UNITED STATES THAT OID IT! CLARENCE LOVES HIM IH- 
} ARMY IN (862 -- THE SAME DAY THAT AN STANTS 2.5 , 4 
IRISH IMMIGRANT, PATRICK GAVIN WAS HE HALF AN' A FINE MAN 


SWORN IN... we 74 KILLED TWO...DID YOu NE ARE, CLA- 

. WELL, NOW, CAPTAIN, CALL HIM CLARENCE? / RENCE... I 
NOU'RE THE SLOP - HE'S A MITE COLO NOU CAN'TY THAT'S MEAN. CAPTAIN! 
PIEST SOLDIER I'VE FOR THE WORK. MY NAME / 

EVER SEEN, GAVIN-- }] SUT HE'S A HAND- : : 

AND THAT MULE {S THE SOME ANIMAL .! 

STUPIDEST! YOU TWO I THINK T'tl CALL 

BELONG TOGETHER / HIM CLARENCE / 





T'Lt GNE 


COME ON, 

CLARENCE!’ 

THE OTHER 

MULES DRINK 
IT. 


1O GET THAT MULE 

WATERED -- IF HE WON'T 

ORINK, HE'LE GO 
THIRSTY 


VE WERE RIGHT, 
CLARENCE! THE 
WATER WAS BADY 
THE REST OF THE MULES 
WILL HAVE STOMACH 
ACHES FOR A FEW DANYS/ 


PWHAT GOT INTO YE? I'LL PUT YUH ~ 
ON HALE RATIONS IF YE 
KEEP THIS UP’ 


YOu FIVE SECONDS 


AND DON'T CALL HIM 
CLARENCE?’ NOW HE'LL 
HAVE TO GO WITHOUT 
WATERS UNTIL TONIGHT! 


NES, Sik/ 
CLARENCE 
WON'T MIND, 
WILL YUH , 
CLARENCE ? 


SERA DIES EAU DOSY BSCS EY ESE MAILS ELS 
GEG YY Ot aes J ed oY YY a 4» 
OSI ESA ISI AN DSL OE S/R ES 


COME ON, YUH OMADHAUN 

THE CAPTAIN NEEDS THE 

POWDER WE'RE 
BRINGIN’ / 


NEVAH MIND THE VANK-- WE NEED THE 
GUNPOWDER. THET 
ULES CARRIN'? 





P NICE, ME BOY!’ NE 


CAPTURED THE WHOLE IP | WE NEEDED THAT POWDER 


PATROL / I'M JUST ALONG TUH KEEP BAD’ NOW TAKE YOUR COME ON, 
THE SCORE, CLARENCE’ RIFLE AN’ OO SOME CLARENCE! 


FIGHTIN’ FOR A CHANGE / 


rea 


AND DON'T CALL HIM YES; Sik (Ela= 
CLARENCE / CALL RENCE -- ANYTHING 


MAE CLARENCE?’ 


A LUCKY 
HUNCH NOW 
AND THEN . 
GAVIN 7 


YUH SAY, - 
CLARENCE / (OOK AT CLARENCE / THAT'S GOOP 
HE'S HUNTIN' ENQUGH FOR. 


AS CLARENCE? 


BUT THERE WERE OTHER TIMES WHE 
CLARENCE SEEMED INDIFFERENT TO 
ALMOST AS SMART ARTILLERY ... mr 
: y ALL SET, CLARENCE / 


LET'S GO -- BUT EASY. 
So'S YE WON'T SHAKE 





CLARENCE WAS MORE OR LESSTHE Com- 


WE'LL HAVE TO MOVE ACROSS THIS 
PANY PET! THE OTHER MULES THAT START] | FIELD -- YOU OCCUPY THIS FARM- 
ED OUT WITH CLARENCE WERE ALL GONE HOUSE AND PROTECT OUR 
AFTER TWO YEARS... pm FLANK, MAJOR / 
I DON'T MING | bp - 
HEY, GAVIN-- DON'T GO IF CLARENCE | § : 
NEAR MAJOR GORDON'S } DON'T, BILL / 
TENT! THE GENERAL'S 
THERE / 


NOW BE SURE ; F WHOA. MAJOR / THIS HE MIGHT, 
TO... MAJOR: MUST BE CLARENCE/ |]GEN'RAL,’ 
WHAT'S THE : : I'VE HEARD A LOT I CAN'T 
MEANING i ABOUT GAVIN'S TELL WHAT 
OCF THIS 7/ : MULE / CAN HE HE CAN 
READ MAPS Too, 


DO OR 
. CAN'T BO! 


THE CONFEDERATES WERE SUSPICIOUSLY 
QUIET AS THE UNION SOLDIERS STARTED 
ACROSS THE FIELDS... gg_———___—— 


NES, SIR/ 
THERE'S SOMETHING LOOK AFTER 
WRONG / SEARCH CLARENCE, 
THOSE WOODS, 4 SIR/ 





THE YANKS KNOW WE'RE HERE/ 
DON’T LET THAT 
ONE GET AWAY/ 


CLARENCE SAVED THE COMPANY AGAIRES © ? 
FHAT DAY... ANID IT WASN'T LONG AFTER 


AT ANHEN CORPORAL SAVIN 
A MEDICAL DISCHARGE 


TAKE GOOD CARE OF 
CLARENCE / IT'S AN 
HONOR TO HAVE HIM 
NAMED AFTERR ME / 


Wass GIVES 


YE BOTH 
wag FINE 


MEANWHILE, MAJOR GORDON HAD TROUBLE 
ON HIS HANDS... = 
ceanremnccaninans yp I'LL FIX GAVIN FOR \ 
VR Mee WIS! MAKING ME 
eh me = NURSEMAID TO THE 
STUPIDEST MULE IN 
THE ARMY’ 


YE'RE A SWEETHEART, 

CLARENCE / I'LL FEED 
YE THE SWEETEST 
APPLES IN THE LAND 
WHEN THIS IS OVER 


WHY DON'T YOU 
USE THE BIG 
ONE FOR THAT 


NOT CLARENCE -- 
HE'S TOO SMART 
TO WORKS HE 
KIND OF BOSSES | 

THE JOB? ; 





Wis IT A DREAM # A NIGHTMARE # OR WAS THIS FIERY_WORLD SAM CULLEN FOUND 
HIMSELF IN A REALITY # COULD MAN BORN OF WOMEN SURVIVE THE SEARING HEAT 
oc ee ONW ONE MAN KNOWS AND EVEN HE IS NOT SURE THAT HE WAS 





IT AM YOUR CHIEFY BRING 
THE SURFACE MAN TO ME |! 
OUR LAW DATES BACK TO 
THE LAST ICE AGE,” 
INTRUDERS MUST FEEL NO/ I WON'T TELL 
THE FLAME THAT GIVES |] . THEY'LL NEVER KNOW 
Ure? THAT YOU'RE DOWN 


THE CONE WAS COOL AT Fifer --BuT \T GOT 
WARMER AS TRE GROUP WENT DEEPER | 
INTO THE BOWELS OF THE EARTH... 


GUIDED TouR THREE )\ I MAY 4S WELL J WE THINK THERE'S WARM 
DOLLARS, MISTER’ | MWY VACATION'S SPRINGS SOMEWHERE DOWN 
THERE'S A PARTY BEEN PRETTY HERE’ DON'T GET LOST FROM 
LEAVING RIGHT DULL SO FAR,’ | THE GROUP, MISTER, YOu 
WAY 7 MIGHT NOT GET FOUND 
FOR A FEW DAYS,’ 


\ 


\\ 


\ 





hee 


THE WEIRD BEAUTY OF THE 
UNDERGROUND GALLERIES 
HELD CULLEN SPELLBOUND / 
HE DIDN'T NOTICE THAT HE 
WAS ALONE AT FIRST... 


It'S SO HOT I CAN HARDLY STAND 


IT BUT THIS IS WORTH... WHAT'S 
_ |. THAT 2 THAT SINGING 2 
BEAUTIFUL / JUST BE- i 

NOND THAT PINK ROCK 

THERE!S ANOTHER 


AVE... 


THAT VOICE -- IT'S 
BEAUTIFUL / WHOEVER 
IT 1S COULD SING IN 
BIG TIME OPERA / 


THE HEAT WAS LIKE 
Am RNACE 

UY yj Yy — 
“A TING WEAKS I'VE Yj 
4 GOT TO SEE. WHO'S 7 


KEEP IT UP! SING HOW COULD You ? You've 
SOME MORE / NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE! 
j T'VE NEVER HEARD TURN AROUND AND GO 
7 ® “ANYTHING LIKE IT/ BACK-- BEFORE IT'S 
Yj TOO LATE’ PLEASE/ 
YY : 





THIS HEAT IS-KILLING 

HIM / HE MUST HAVE A 
DOCTOR / IF ONLY 
KURAL WAS HERE/ 


DOCTOR KURAL / 
HOW DID YOU... 


I UKE YOUR 
VOICE Tao, 
ENNA/ WHEN 


THE SURFACE, 
I ACQUIRED 
A LOVE FOR 
GOOD MUSIC | 
UNLIKE THE 
OTHERS DOWN 
HERE,’ 


~ os 


A FEW MINUTES. THE HEAT GO... SAY IT) IT'S JUST AS WARM-- 
E'LL BE AS IMMUNE ISN'T HOT DOWN HERE } I JUST RAISED YOUR 
ANY MORE! 5 BODY TEMPERATURE 
ee A LITTLE, 


I DON'T GET IT! OUR PEOPLE fg LIVED ) AND A LITTLE HEAT WAS A NICE 


HAT BROUGHT HERE SINCE TH THING THEN, SIR/ IT GOT 
prise PEOPLE - ERE AGE,’ m be ge copeore EAS” 
“ vy s 
SSIES Hileners = TO ACQUIRE A 
TOLERANCE _ 





WHO'S THIS 


yr da KOAG 2 IN- 
WHY THE DOMED THEY SERVE AS CIDENTALLY, 


HOUSES, DOCTOR | INSULATION DURING 7 
YOU NEED NO THE WARM SEASOW: 
SHELTER FROM TEMPERATURES 
THEN GO To SEVEN 
HUNDRED DEGREES / 
AY DEUCEDLY UN- 
AN COMFORTABLE,’ 


Wy 


KOAG MUST KNON THIS, 
AN INTRUDER IS 
AMONGST US/ 


i WHO (S THIS 7? ONE OF YOUR SURFACE FRIENDS, 
oe DoOcTOR = HAVE YOU 
alc aise SAVE THAT, i/ OH, NO, KOAG/ m( TOLD HIM HIS FATE, 


COULDN'T YOU TWO? ACCORDING TO TRIBAL 


| LAW 2 
KURAL HAS A PLANT ) ; 
NOT QNCE \ KORG NOW! TE THE PILLAR OF FIRE FP 


YOU, EVNA/_/ ENOUGH AS ae ee DON'T BEG 
) ) ANYTHING FROM 


THAT HALF BAKED 
CHARACTER, 


i) fi 4 
\\\a 


ANN 


fw ce 

rT ca : 

| neem 
\ di 


Sa SNM 





‘TAKE HIM TO NOUR. SHIELD, ENNA/ THE 
PILLAR OF FIRE WILL FEAST 
THREE HOURS FROM NOW? 


| IT HOPE YOU'RE THINKING WHAT 
PIM _ THINKING, SAMS DR. KURAL 
| HAS A DRUG THAT CAN 

| RAISE OR LOWER 


AT WILL / MAYBE 


HAVE MUCH 
WM HE'LL HELP US’ 


TIME --LET'S 
FIND HIM IN & 
. HURRY / 


De mi N 
AA 
Ny antl 


WERE COMING 


< \ h\ 
ice NNN SAN Mle: 


THIS (S OUR OWN TELL ME, EVNA-- 
BREED OF BEEF. 
SAM / TASTY, ISN'T 
IT = THE ANIMALS 
WE STARTED WITH 
HAVE CHANGED 
AND ADJUSTED 
TO HEAT JUST 
AS WE DID’ 


THE ANSWER IS 
YES, MY DEAR/ 

I HAVE THE IN- 
JECTIONS ALREADY f 
PREPARED / , 


DR. KURAL-- WE 
TO SEE IF... 


ee 
\\ 


' 
igs 


LET THE GIRL AND TAKE ALL THREE 

DR. KURAL GO? OF THEM TO 

ie T CouLD GET THE PILLAR / 
LOOSE I'D... 


yiZ 


ae 


: 





DO YOu FEEL THE HEAT 2 
GWE US LIFE 2 EVEN 


‘slit: 
‘es RL 
‘a \ eS 
if. 

Me yh Mi 


WONDERFUL, SAM? 
GET BACK, 
QUICKLY / 


THE GUARDS WERE STUNNED FOR A 
SECOND... A SECOND THAT GAVE THE 
DOOMED THREE TIME ENOUGH TO SPRINT 
FOR THE TUNNEL LEADING UPWARD... 


HURRY, DOCTOR’ 
THEYRE AFTER 


—, 
NO NEED TO ASK YOu TWO 
YOUR PLANS/ AS FOR ME, | BE AN 


Nw 


» 
yi} 


: hecaaspyif 





"Gi. we SMAinone 





None. ALASKA. a THE YEAR 1892 WAS BOOMING! THEY CAME Sat SHB AND THEY 
FOUND IT... BUT THE SHIPS CARRIED MEN NORTH, NOT SUPPLIES, A & OF THE 


WEALTHIEST AEN IN THE WORLD HAD HUNGER CRAMPS.’ BUT NOT burch Seesier 4 


ONE T-BONE STEAK MEDIUM ae 
SOLD TOTHE GENT WITH THE NUGGET 
PAY UP AND EAT HEARTY v NEXT 2 
WHO WANTS A STEAK’ I GOT 

PLENTY / 


ESOS 
= oo an? Sw 


> 
ee 


IT'S WONDERFUL / 
HE'S GETTIN’ A HUN 
DRED IN GOLD APIECE 
BuT THEN 'RE 
WORTH IT/ 


\ AA NN 
AN 


K\ 
a VN | \\ 
iy Ay a) 
ne 








COOK ONE» 
FER. ME, 


WHERE ARE YOU GETTIN’ ALL 
THE MEAT: DUTCH > THE 
LAST SHIPMENT OF BEEF 
CAME IN THREE MONTHS 
AGO / WE ATE ALL THE 
HORSES AND MULES ” 














DUTCH WAS MAKING MONEY HAND OVER FIST! THEN: A COMPETITION BEGAN ‘SNATCHING HIM; 
TRYING TO LEARN WHERE THE MEAT CAME FROM -.-- 


THERE HE GOES -- WITH A SLED 
LOAD OF MEATY IT AIN'T 
CARIBOU OR Ele’ I'M 
GONNA BACK TRACK .HIM / 










THEY SAW DUTCH'S SECRET SOURCE OF 
MEAT... A DINOSAUR THOUSANDS OF YEARS 


OLO... 
WHAT TH...7) ITS WHERE DUTCH 
IS.s.0 2 HAS BEEN GETTIN ' 
WHAT 1S IT 7 THE STEAKS/ I 
THINK THEM. SCIENCE 
FELLERS CALLITA 
DINOSAUR / LET'S 
GET BACK TO 
TOWN 7 


. 


THE TRAIL OF THE HEANIIN LOADED SLEIGH 
WAS EASY TO FOLLOW?’ IT LEAD AROUND A 
HILL TO & SOLID WALL OF ICE ..-AN ANCIENT 


GLACIER ... 
HE STOPPED 

















UST AHEAD NOW WE'LL 
FIND OUT.’ 





DON'T GO IN THERE ! WHAT DO I_CARE 7 I JUST GOT BRANE AN’ TRIED \ IM BEAT, 
THAT MEAT HE'S IT ATE TWO ONE MYSELF’ NOT BAD DUTCH / 
SELLING IS THOUSANDS | YESTERDAY AND EITHER / ANN _TIME SUH 

THEN WERE DE- WANT ONE. JUST GET 

UCIOUS.’ GET uP A HUNORED 
HE FOUND BURIED OUTA M4 WAN / DOLLARS / 
IN & GLACIER / 





cain Lh wl ws onc 


av Auaaiil a 


> — 


YOU are lucky! __ 
YOU can just read about it .... 
YOU don't have to enter the 














Even THE EXISTING: MAPS IGNORED THE DESOLATE WASTELAND FAR NORTH OF FAIRBANKS / 
SOCK SORENSON WISHED HE'D NEVER LAID EYES ON THE VALLEY WHERE NO MAN HAD 
THE NORTH WAS DANGEROUS 


TROD BEFORE, AFTER HE reper iz Maat SECRET.” FLYING A CHARTER PLANE IN 


WANTED NO PART OF THE MONSTERS IN THE MIST/ 


GET THAT STEAM Do yOu SEE WHAT 
LINE AWAY FROM I'VE DONE, SOREN- 
THE GLACIER / Xv SON 7 ALL OF NORTH 
YOU'VE DONE al Oy) AMERICA WILL FALL 
ENQUGH HARM : i PREY TO MY PETS 
ALREADY , } KX : AFTER I RELEASE 
NOLKERT ,’ THEM FROM THE 
GLACIERS 


SOCK_SORENSON WASN'T GETTING RICH BEFORE DOCTOR ERNST VOLKERT CONTACTED 
HIM, BUT HE WAS SATISFIED.’ VOLKERT'S AMPLE FEE SHOULD HAVE WARNED HIM... 
FOR THAT KIND OF MONEY. I'D 

FIY YOU TO THE MOONY WHEN 

: DO WE LEAVE 2 


RIGHT AWAY.’ MY ASSISTANT, KORESKY, SHOULD 
an A GOOD DEAL OF THE GLACIER MELTED 


Y NOW .” THE STEAM ACTS QUICKIN 
__ YOU KNOW 7 


AN HOUR LATER, SOCK SORENSON THAT WARM Ale FORMS A DON'T DO THAT.’ 
AND HiS PASSENGER WERE ON MURDEROUS UPDRAFT, THEN OTHERS 
THEIR, WAY... I'LL MARK IT ON THE MAN FIND IT,’ 
ev IT 1S.’ OF VOLCANIC NANIGATION CHART : 

THAT'S A f ORIGIN.’ VLADIMIFe TO WARN OTHERS.’ 
FUNNY bh WORKED OUT A PLAN 
CLOUD -- ™ TO DIVERT AN 
IT COOKS UNDERGROUND 
UKE STEAM’ } STREAM TOA : 

VOLCANIC FISSURE: 


I WARN YOU, LM YOU MEAN JF YOU GET 

NOT JOKING » BACK.’ LAND SAFELW -- 

SORENSON,’ I \F YOU BREAK ANY - 
THING NONE OF US 
WILL GET OuTy 


MARK (TON 
ANOTHER 
ONE WHEN 
I GET BACK’ 








& HELLO, KORESKY ./ HAVE TOO MANY. DOCTOR, IT IS 
SORENSON { VOU SBSERVED ANY GOOD YOU APRIVE/ I NEED 
FOUND TANGIBLE FE ~ HELP AT ONCE.” ONE OF MY 
A SULTS YET z GUIDES IS BADLY HURT,’ 
CLEARED 


STrRie 



















HIS 
NAVIGATION 
WAS 
PERFECT... 
DOCTOR. 
VOLKERT'S 
AID 
WAS 
WAIT = 
ING... 












HE'S LOST A 
LOT OF BLOOD,’ 
WHAT SORT 
OF CREATURE 
DID IT 2 






THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE A BIG CAT-- 
AND AN ELEPHANT?’ 
THAT COULDN'T BE,’ 





SEE € THIS LIZARD 
WILL SOON BE 
SCAMPERING AROUND 
IN THE JUNGLE LIKE 
A TWO YEAR OLO -~ 
AND HE WAS BORN 

A MILLION YEARS 














BEHIND THAT MIST 
ARE COUNTLESS 
PREHISTORIC 
ANIMALS, ALIVE -~ 
EMPTY BELLIED, 





BETTER FLY 
BACK WITH 

ME / YOU'RE 
GETTING BUSH 


IT 1S, THOUGH 


LOOKING FOR. 


ITS HARD TO BE- 
LIEYE “ WHAT'S 
THE PURPOSE OF 
ALL THIS 7 IS IT 
ALL IN THE INTEREST 
OF SCIENCE AND 

















YOU THINK, I LIE, SORENSON 2 
LISTEN, OTH OF YOU... 


AFTER DR. VOLKERT ATTENDED TO THE 
WOUNDED ESKIMO, KORESKY LED THE 
WAY TO THE PLACE WHERE HE WAS 
ATTACKED 


YOU'D BETTER SHED 
THE FURS. DOCTOR-- 
IT'S HOT IN HERE,’ 


THAT IS FOR IMPRACTICAL FOOLS.’ NO, 
I UBERATE THESE MONSTERS FOR 
ANOTHER, REASON.’ THEY WILL RANGE 
SOUTH GN YOUR CONTINENT AND 
TERRIFY YOUR. SOFT, DECADENT 
POPULACE,’ THEN WE WILL 
TAKE OVER,’ 









I KNOW 
WHEN I'm 
LICKED / 
YOu TWO 
HOLD ALL 
THE ACES, | 


I'M GOING HERE'S A DO NOT 
BACK TO THE NE CAPITALISTIC ATTEMPT 
PUNCH IN THAT WITH 
THE JAW, ME.’ HELP. 
NOLKERT,’ OR. VOLKERT 









MAKE ME SICK, 
, TOMY STOMACH! 








ae —— 
WATCH / THAT eee LEE” QEEEA + ION BET IT DID’ 
ROCK MOVED! ) 22 Sin 


We, ; 
ee HD Wi * 


ee 
Pera 


WEA 











PUT HIM BACK IN THE BOTTLE, DOC/ 
ARE THERE MORE PETS OF YOURS 
RUNNING AROUND 


IT'S A DINOSAUR! ALIVE 
ANO UNHARMED AFTER 
EONS IN THE GLACIAL 
ICE / MY EXPERIMENT 
ISA SUCCESS / 





















LOOK.’ EVEN THE WARM 
BLOODED ANIMALS 
SURVIVED’ (IT (S IN- 
CREDIBLE, BUT IT 
SUPPORTS MY THEORY .’ 
THE OTHERS LAUGHED 
BUT NOW 2 LAUGH 


VOLKERT HAO HIS LAUGH... 
BUT THE SABER TOOTHED 
TIGER WASN'T IN ON THE 






LOOK QUT, 
NOLKERT/ 





LET'S GET OUT OF HERE,’ I FLEW You NO, YOU'RE NOT, SORENSON / 
HERE AND I'LL GIVE YOU A RIDE KORESKY IS STILL BEHIND 
BACK BUT I’M LEAVING am YOU WITH A GUN ,/ 
RIGHT AWAN ,7 : > 





NO’ YOU WILL NEVERR 
LEAVE THIS PLACE / 
YOU WILL LIVE ONLY AS 
LONG AS WE NEED 


I'M GETTIN’... 
Look OUT,’ 
WE'LL ARGUE 
QUTSIDEY 






THE GLACIAL ICE ABOUNDED WITH PRE~- 
HISTORIC LIFE FROZEN THERE IN PER - 
FECT CONDITION .”. THE SEARING STEAM 
MELTED THE ICE FAST... 

























_ eee EXACTLY 7 YOU, SORENSON,” 
I DON'T KNOW HOW YOu AFTER. THAT 
CHANNELED THAT STEAM HAPPENS, I 
uP HERE BUT YOU'D WILL STOP 
BETTER STOP IT’ WITH THE FLOW 
THESE THINGS LOOSE, OF STEAM / 





THEY'LL WRECK THE 
COUNTRY / 


WHILE SORENSON FOLLOWED THE SCIENTIST, MORE AND MORE PREHISTORIC MON= 
STERS WERE COMING TO LIFE.” THEY WERE ALL VORACIOUS --!IT HAD BEEN A LONG 
TIME SINCE THEIFR LAST MEAL... . = . ; cis 


WE DELAYED TOO LONG.’ WE'LL 
NEVER GET OUT OF HERE’ THE ICE 
IS CRACKING IN THE WALLS / 








I'LL GO FIRST. THE THEN, THERE WAS A GRIND- | = DIVERTED 
SLACIAL ICE IS ING, EARTH - SHAKING DID THE STEAM . 
SHIETING ” IT MAY ROAR, AND THE CLEAR. THE ANIMALS 
FALL IN ON US,’ ICE SUDDENW CLOSED WE REVIVED: 
INCHES IN FRONT OF WILL SOON 
SORENSON... 

; VOLKERT 


IS CAUGHT IN 
THERE’ KOR- 
ESKY, COME 

HERE, Quick! 

















IT'S A TOUGH WAN TO 
GO’ HE'LL HAVE HIS 
‘PETS ' TO KEEP HIM 
COMPANY FOR THE 

NEXT MILLION YEARS 
OR SO ANYWAY ,7 








DIRECTOR soagp 


OirREcTOR Oe BOARD... oA as BIGGEST INDUSTRIES IN THE WORLD! A MAN DREAMED 
THAT ae ANO THE DREAM CAME TRUE / THIS IS THE SUCCESS SIORY OF HOLLISTE ANG, 
ao e LENE THE ior CHAPTER OF A STRANGE DREAM HE BEGAN TEN YEARS 


eee 





'M_ SORRY I HANE NO JOB OPEN FOR ¥ 
T $ID AGNISE YOU TO HAVE CONFIDENCE 
TWAS LIKE YOU ONCE... FORE 
BUT I CREAMED BN IMPOSSIBLE 


DREAM AND IT ALMOST CAME TRUE’ THERE'S rey 


LASTED YERY LONG 
AT ANY JOB. 
HAVE YOU 2 


Iq ra Re 


an 





THEN I WAS Lg THE KOLECO OFFICES... 
TALKING TO THE PERSONNEL DIRECTOR, 
nes Je MAN NOU MET EARLIER THIS 
DON'T HAND ME THAT "SORRY, 

i/ \NE'VE GOT NO OPENINGS” ROUTINE / A 
| FIRM AS BIG AS THIS ONE ALWAYS NEEDS 
i GOOD EXECUTIVES! WHERE'S THE 
Ws BOSS = I'LL TALK TO HIM / 

{ i 


| 
j 
| 


THE ENGINEER WHO RUNS WAIT! IM AN 
IT REFUSES TO GO BELOW / ENGINEER! 
TWENTY eee FEET/ LET ME TRY, 


NO ONE EL 
WILL EITHER.’ 


IF WE DON'T BUT THE NEW MACHINE! 


FIND THIS METAL YOU SAID THE NEW 
IN SUFFICIENT MACHINE WOULD FIND 


QUANTITY, OUR / IT FOR US 


re WILL 


e 
. 


SILIN, ISN'T IT 2 I OREAMED THAT THE Ol - 
RECTOR SNAPPED AT MM OFFER... 


YOU'RE HIRED! Z'LL HAVE 
TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED 
AT ONCE / 


GO AHEAD, TRY IT IF YOU LET ME WORRY ABOUT THAT. 
~TUST SHOW ME HOW TO 


UKE! © WON'T 

GUARANTEE THAT 
YOu'LL EVER COME 
BACK ALIVE! 


PERATE THE CONTROLS / 





TL PRACTICED A FEW TIMES, I'M DEEPER THAN THE 

THEN IF POINTED THE NOSE ENGINEER EVER WENT 
STRAIGHT DOWN AND GAVE ALREADY / IF I DON'T 
IT FULL THROTTLE ... FIND ORE SOON; 

TVE FAILED,’ 


THE METAL WAS THERE ... THOUSANDS OF TONS OF HIGH GRADE NICKEL ALLOV/ I KNEW iT 
, " 


well = FOUND IT.’ THERE'S NO 
STOPPING ME NOW / I'LL 
GO TO THE TOP.’ 


ZT DID TOO! AT FIRST I WAS NOU'RE NOT STARTING I FACED THE MEN DOWN: LED 
MINING ENGINEER, THEN I ANY LABOR TROUBLE THEM INTO THE SHAFT/ THE 
NC FOR US MINE WAS DANGEROUS -- 
BUT I COULDN'T STOP PRO- 
DUCTION FOR ATHING LIKE 
THAT... 
Z GET TOWORK, 
WHAT DO YOu F Yeon 3 MEN! REMEMBER, YOu 
MEAN YOU'RE , Pes GET A BONUS BASED ON 
NOT GOING xu \ donee : TONNAGE / FORGET THAT 
BACK IN THE $ ge fi NONSENSE ABOUT 
DEEP SHAFT? OM | ak 7 ‘ MINE CANES / 
IT'S SAF OO) Ad 
I TELL = E ic ( iw 
NOU.’ : 


f 





THE MINE DID CAVE IN LAIER--BUT MINING IS A 
DANGEROUS BUSINESS AND SOME ALWAYS 
DIE! THE IMPORTANT THING IS, I GOT 


PRODUCTION... 
YOu'RE & GOOD MAN, 
LANG / THE COMPANY IS DOUBLING YOUR 
PAY -- YOU'RE TO SAIL FOR SOUTH 
AMERICA, CHECK ON THE 
IRON - NICKEL ORE THERE / 


SURRENDER OR 
DIE, CHIEF’ 


' gl 


ag 
Yi 


I SOTA BLOCK OF STOCK FOR THAT DEAL 
I WAS ELECTED A MEMBER OFTHE . 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS A. SHORT TIME 
AFTERWARD." 


WHAT DO YOU THINK , 
MR, LANG = SHOULD 
WE 8UY THIS MAN'S 
SMELTING PROCESS? 






L / WHY BUN IT = 
TAKE IT’ THE 
FOOL HASN'T 
PATENTED 

IT YET’ 























NES. THAT \NAS QUITE A DREAM I HAD! OF 
COURSE, MY OWN RISE IN THE COMPANY 
CAME IN THE LEGAL END OF THE FIRM -- 
BUT IN THAT DREAM, I WAS A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT TYPE... 

WE'RE NOT 


STOPPING / 


WE STOP HERE! HEAD 
SHRINKERS TRIBE DO 
NOT LIKE FOREIGNERS! , 


THE COMPANY GOT MINING RIGHTS WHERE . 
OR COMPETITORS HAD FAILEDY I WASNT 
TOO PARTICULAR WHOSE NECK I STEPPED 
ON EITHER: ... 


THAT WON'T 
WAIT, LANG / I SIGNED 
THAT DEED WAIVER 
WHILE I WAS DRINK- 
ING! IF YOU USE IT, 
NOU'LL RUIN ME?’ 


Y 
YOURSELF SOME 
MORE POISON / 





| YOu SEE How 
I DREAMED 2 





THINGS WORK- 
ED OUT 
TW 


Cel 


OH, YES/ WELL, SIR, I MUST WHAT IS IT 2 WE SENT_A MEMO, MR. 
FOR WHY ISN'T THE LANG / WE'NE GOT TO 

JET POWER HAVE A NEW ALLOY 
HAVE CONFIDENCE AND PROJECT IN: QUANTITY / 


GO! WE HAVE NO PLACE 
VOU BUT REMEMBER -- 


DIRECTORS STEP ON ANY ONE IN 
ARE NOUR WAN / 
WAITING.’ 


THE NEW MINING MACHINE I WILL, MR 
WORKS, SiR, BUT THE LANG / RE- 


PRODUCING # 


SS 


CESSES 
SSO 


: I'LL LET YOU TRY, BECAUSE IT'S 


CARTER -- BUT WHY UNFINISHED, 


ENGINEER. WON'T MEMBER YOUR, REFER To THAT 
OPERATE IT AT DREAM 2 
| MAXIMUM DEPTH! 


BECAUSE I HAVE AFEEL- 
ING THAT THINGS ARE GO- 
ING TO HAPPEN TO ME 
JUST THE WAY YOU TOLD 
IT IN THE DREAM / 
I'M WONDERING... 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE DIRECTOR 
WHO GAVE YOu 
yp THE JOB IN 
YOUR DREAM? 


SILLY DREAM 


WHY -- HE HIT THE SKIDS AS I RE- 
MEMBER 7 HE BECAME A Bum: 
COULD NEVER FIND ANOTHER JOB 
AFTER I TOOK HIS PLACE IN 
THAT DREAM ¢ you DON'T 
MEAN LI... THAT YOU... 


IT WAS 
YOUR 
DREAM 





Gc CAMPED NEAR A LAKE THAT WAR SUMMER, AND THEY WERE GRATEFUL FOR THE 
COOLNESS THE LAKE'S BREEZE CARRIED TO THEIR BARE CHESTS / BUT THERE WAS 
SOMETHING ELSE THAT CAME UP FROM THE LAKE --AND THEY DISTRUSTED AND FEARED! 


pine Se ell 77 7 SAWHER! 
: i. = I SAW 
HER AGAIN / 


HE WAS TOO FILLED WITH EXCITEMENT AND eye THAT SUCH THINGS DO NOT 
WONDER AND LOVE TO NOTE HOW THEIR. EXIST’ THAT THAD FALLEN IN 
FACES WERE HAROENING ... LOVE WITH A DREAM / BUT 

I SAW HER AGAIN TODAY,’ 





eee lL SAW THE 


WATERS OF 
THE LAKE... 


Y ... I SHALL 


COME AGAIN 


a. my) i 


Alo 


aN / J | NG 


7, WHY DON'T YOU COME 
DOWN TO THE LAKE 
WITH ME AND SEES 
FOR YOURSELVES * 


THEIR FROWNS HAD DEER - 
ENED, AND HOW HE SAW 
HOW BSALEFULLY THEY 
LOOKED AT HIM... 


we( N-NOU STILL DON'T | 
BELIEVE ME,’ 









HMPE..-» 
AS |\F ANY- 
THING AS 
FANTASTIC 
45 AMER- 
MAID COULD 
BE POSSIBLE! 


HE |S 
OBVIOUSLY 
DERANGED/ 





THEY WERE THE ELDERS / THEY FELT THEIR LONG | FOR THE COMMON GooD. 
YEARS ENTITLED THEM TO DENY WHATEVER HE MUST BE PUT AWAY,’ 
THEY HAD NEVE SEEN WITH THEIR OWN EYES... 


HE MUST NOT BE PERMITTED HIS MADNESS 
TO WANDER ABOUT UNTIL MIGHT SPREAD! 
HE REGAINS HIS SENSES’ £& 


SHE'LL COME BACK TO THE 
REEDS AND I (s08) WON'T 


AT LAST. JUST WHEN THE BLACKNESS 
STRENGTH OF NIGHT WAS BEGINNING TO BE 
EAVING AGAINST DIMIN GREYED BY DAWN... 


IS JAILER... rm 
ay 
% 


' THE REEDS! HAVE i 
TO GET DOWN TO a 
THE REEDSY ‘ : 

i 





GUT HE WAS SEEN AS HE FEW MINUTES LATER... 
CLATTERED AWAN FROM A ES LATER 

tht HIS TRACKS STOP / WHERE 
UST AT THE SOULS 





MERMAID? 
x AM 
HERE’ 


4 
wT yt a 7 


nae Seti 





THEY STARED AT ONE ANOTHER WITH 
WIDENING EVES... 4 


COULD HE HAVE BEEN 

TELLING THE TRUTH = 

CAN THERE REALLY 

BE SUCH CREATURES 
AS MERMAIDS 2 4 


‘ 
a Pe. Hi 
als 


a 
: me 


HE WAS MAD/ NO SANE CENZAYR 
BELIEVE THAT ANY- 
TIC ASA F 


MERMAID COULD 
POSSIBLY EXIST! , 








| ) 


VER~EVER 


L's TELLING YOU -- WHEN A GUY'S BEEN ON THE ROAD FOR MORE YEARS 
THAN A MONGREL HAS FLEAS, HE HEARS HARD LUCK STORIES SCARY ENOUGH TO 
TURN HIS HAIR WHITE , JF HE ONW BELIEVED THEM / ANO THIS, THE 





I WAS SLAO WHEN HE SHOWED UP THAT 
NIGHT / I DIDN'T KNOW HIM FROM A HOLE 
IN THE WALL - - BUT WE COULD SWAP STORIES... 
AND MAYBE THAT WAY FORGET HOW COLD AND 
HUNGRY WE WERE / I TOLD MINE FIRST... 


NUP-- THAT'S HOW SZ GOT TOBE A BUM 


I'VE HAD A ROTTEN DEAL IN LIFE-- 
THAT'S FOR SURE / 


HH 


I 


= 


i 


| 
| 
fi 


SCARIEST ONE OF ALL, I HAD TO BELIEVE v 





THOSE OLD- FASHIONED BOOK 
TOMAKE ME READ WHEN © 
IN SCHOOL... 


HUNDRED eee 
fits ey 
wee Bw 
je ay a 
Ea)! ; 
i 


UH -OH-- THIS FOUR HUNDRED? \ ‘OU DONOT BELIEVE 
WELL, WHAT-00- ) ME! NO ONE EVER 
YOU- KNOW / BELIEVES ME... 


A 


ome 


- ia 


\ 
LO 


MY_ PARENTS WERE HUMBLE PEASANTS, BUT 
THEY HAD MUCH RESPECT FOR LEARNING’ 


‘ AND SO. WHEN I HAD REACHED MY 
RRR So vg WE SHALL FIFTEENTH YEAR... 
BOY! ree A a CALL HIM — 


GEORGIO! GEORGIO, I 
HANE WONDER - 
NEWS 


meme ec | 


eg 


I WAS FULL OF JOY THAT DAY! GUT IF T HAD ONY KNOWN 
THE TERRIBLE DOOM THAT AWAITED ME, I oe NEVER. 


IS /_ HE IS WILLING 
TO EMPLOY NOU / 


















THIS PUZ ZIM SAS A STRANGE AAR. EVEL! FOR AN ALCHE- 
MIST f UNLIKE THE OTHERS IN His AWESOME TRADE, HE 
DID NOT SEEK THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE THAT WOULD 
CHANGE BASE METAL TO GOLD’ HE SOUGHT SOME - 

THING A THOUSANIDFOLD MORE VALUABLE... 


‘YOU SEE THESE 
VIALS , GEORGIO... 


SQUE DAN ALL OF THEM 
SHALL CONTAIN A SERUM 
CAPABLE OF GRANTING 
IMMORTALITY To 
MANKIND 7 







A Si aa 


HE WORKED WITH THE INTENSITY OF A MADMARI-- ee 

DAY ANID NIGHT) STOPPING ONLY FOR SNATCHES ; - 

OF SLEEP AND SCANTY MEALS / BUT IT WAS A GEORGI -- BEHOLD --I HAVE 

GLORIOUS MADNESS --AND AS I SLAVEDAT HIS] | FLUNG THE SERUM TREATED 

SIDE, IT INFECTED ME TOO... DOG INTO THE WATER. / ANO 
r EVEN THOUGH HE IS WEIGHT- 

TO BE IMMORTAL... TO LIVE 4 e ED DOWN WITH HEAVY 

FOREVER AND EVER... y “iy STONES, HE RISES 

WHAT MORE COULD UNHARMED / 

ANYONE ASK FOR 2 - : 





(i 


a 


THE SERUM WORKS, ; HE SLEPT THEN, EXHAUSTED BY HIS TRIUMPH! AND AS HE 
GEORGIO/ I HAVE SNORED: I BROODED... 
DISCOVERED THE 
SECRET OF AE WAS DISCOVERED IT, HE 
IMMORTALITY / : SAYS! NO MENTION OF ME WHO 
_ SLAVED SO LONG AT HIS 

SIDE / HE SHALL GE 

FAMOUS NOW ... HE 

SHALL CAST ME OUT?’ 





BUT WHAT IF ZN WERE TO = _ 
DRINK THE SE SSeS oe \ 
WHAT (FZ ERE t tS THIS 30 “SHR 
BE THE DST MAN TO / 

LIVE FOREVEf 


BUT HE HAD FORGOTTEN! I 
HAD DRUNK THE SERUM-- 





» DIRECTLY IN THE DEADLY 


PATH OF MODERN ARTILLERY.” 








.. IT WAS NEVER ANY use! 
I COULD NOT DIE / I 

DRANK THE SERUM! 

MY DOOM IS (sos) 

TO LIVE FOREVER 


Y UGH -- THIS GUY GIVES 


ME THE CREEPS / FOR 
A SECOND, WHILE HE 
WAS STILL TALKING, I 
WAS ALMOST BELIEVING 


I BETTER TRY TO 
STRAIGHTEN HIM CuT / 
IF HE TELLS THAT STORY 
OF HIS TOA WRONGO, 
HE'LE WIND UP IN 
A STRAIGHT 
JACKET’ 








< 


AND EVER / 


HEY, BUB-- IF EVERYTHING 
WORKED OUT THE WAY 
YOU SAID, HOW COME 
THAT ALCHEMIST NEVER 
MADE ANY MORE OF 

THE SERUM 2 AND 

HOW COME YOU'RE 
NOTHING @uUT 

A HOBO? 3 


HIM / LUCKY I'VE { 
COME TO MY SENSES, 


BECAUSE THE SERUM WAS 
IMPERFECT’ YES, IT 
GRANTED IMMORTALITY... 
BUT ITALSO KILLED THE 
IMPULSE TO BETTER 
ONESELF? IT SHRANK 
A MAN'S SPIRIT -- SO 
ALL HE COULD 00 WAS 
WANDER ABOUT AIM - 
LESSLY... HOPING 

TO DIE! 








THIS IS GOING FROM BAD 
1 TO WORSE! HE HAS AN 
ANSWER FOR EVERY- 
THING -- AND EVERY 


b 


Ay 


ih 


f 


TOO LATE / HE 
NEVER HEARD 
ME / 


HE DION'T HAVE A CHANCE / 
THE TRAIN SMACKED 
RIGHT INTO HIM... . 





= WAS RATTLED BYNOW... | 


AAAH -- GET GOING! ‘age [| 
YOU GIVE ME 
THE CREEPS,’ ZZ 





SO RATTLED THAT I HAON'T EVEN HEARD THE TRAIN — 
COMING AROUND THE CURVE, BUT THEN... 


BE ANY USE -- HE'LL 
UVE FOREVER // 


“acon rs 
oe 





Bossraernaero ann ean tracer RONAN Yd 


Y NAME 1S JONATHAN PRENTICE / I AM A BILLIONAIRE -- PRENTICE CHEMICALS 
ARE SOLO EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD, I CONTRIBUTE HEAVILY TO ALL WORTHWHILE 
CHARITIES, I AM THE SOLE SUPPORT OF THIS WORLD'S LARGEST RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION, I AM WIDEWN RESPECTED, AN HONORED CITIZEN, A PILLAR OF SOCIETY, 
BUT EVERYTHING IS ABOUT TO CRUMBLE, BECAUSE THIS MAN KNOWS... 


SURE, IMA BLACKMAILER, PRENTICE! 
BUT I DON'T CARE WHAT YOU CALL ME-- 
AS LONG AS YOu Pay UP? 





AND 'F YOU DON'T. L'LL MAKE ..- ALL ABOUT TWO YOUNG CHEMISTS WHO WORKED 
A& PHONE CALL TO THE BIGGEST ; IN THE SAME LAB OVER FORTY - SIX YEARS AGO! 
NEWSPAPER IN TOWN / Mm T'LL TELL THEM HOW ONE OF THOSE CHEMISTS 

T'ctlL TELL THEM... 3 HATED THE OTHER'S GUTS 


ao 2b Ser wet 
PROMOTION - - 
2 IE NOT FOR HIM! 









ANN 
THERE THEY fl 
| GO--PRAIS- 
ING HIM AGAIN; 


ALWAYS 


YOU'RE DOING A 

WONDERFUL JOB! 

THINGS HAVE REALLY 

STARTED BUZZING 

HERE SINCE YOu 
CAME’ 


I PUT TOO MUCH IN OF THAT 

LAST ELEMENT.’ NOW IT'LL 
HAVE TO MAKE THE WHOLE 
THING ALL OVER AGAIN / 


E] AND THREW 


THE WRONG 

COMPOUND 

del 
TH % 


WALL... 











...HOW A FEW DROPS FELL 
ON A DOG SLEEPING 
THERE... 





».s AND WHAT HAPPENED 


THEN ... 






JUST A FEW DROPS --AND , 
THE DOG DISAPPEARED... 


= — 





He IF I COULD ONLY MAKE HIM J} 

DISAPPEAR / IF I COULD 

Hi ~ ANYTHING: WRONG? : CNN GETA FEW DROPS fia" 
I HEARD A CRASH / OF THAT COMPOUND me 


ON AIM? 


WANT ANY HELP ie YEAH -- WOULD You 

CLEANING THIS MIND ? H- HERE'S A 
IT WOULD BE So EASY-- MESS uP2 RAG / I HAVE TO GET 
ALL HE'D HAVE TO RIGHT BACK TO 


DO |S TOUCH IT,” 


IT WORKED/ 
THAT COMPOUND 
GOT RID OF HIM 





eee T'LLTELL ALL THAT TO THE NEWSPAPER, Riss< Ce 
AND I'LL TELL THEM MORE TOO 


---IF uy} 
YOU DON'T PAN UP’ uae WELL, I/M WAIT- <I NEED TIME,. 
ING “ WHAT DO <I NEED TIME 
You SY = TO THINK 7 


=f: 


= 
{= 


i 


FFs 
I /)3 = 


Thi 
VAAN 


iL = Yo, — i 
y, \ ia 


‘ \ i an \\ et 





WHY DID HE HAVE TO FIND 
ME AFTER ALL THESE 
YEARS... WHY 2? 






THE HEADLINES 
TOMORROW / 


BE BACK IN AN Hour / I HAVE 
EXACTLY SIXTY MINUTES 

TO MAKE UP MY MIND... 
7 I HAVE SOMUCH To 

LOSE... SO MUCH/ 


HE'S GONE NOW -- BUT HE'LL i} 


Poy Nw 
THE MINUTES KEEP TICKING BY--| ‘ 
| I HAVE To THINK... I HAVE To 
THINK HARDER AND FASTER THAN 
EVER BEFORE IN MY LIFE... 


WHAT SHOULD © DO 2 
WHAT SHOULD I 
TELL HIM WHEN 






DON'T KEEP ME WAIT- 

ING, PRENTICE...I'M 
NT MAN / 

MAKE UP YOUR MIND 
. 2 FAST’ 


\\ 


AN y 
} Uj} 


en 
ey 


ee 
\.- 
\ 


R WHAT'S YOUR ANSWER, \ 
HOUR'S UP, PRENTICE 27 


PRENTICE / 


I KNOW -- BUT IT'LL 
HAVE TO TAKE 
THAT CHANCE’ 


ECRET 
WYSELF/ 





THIS MAN TRIED TO BLACKMAIL ME / -.- BUT IT DID NOT CAUSE TOTAL 
YOU SEE, FORTY -SIX YEARS AGO, DISAPPEARANCE / IT CAUSED 
WE BOTH WORKEOIN THE SAME LAB! HWE TRANSFERENCE TO THIS PARALLEL 
ACCIDENTALLY DISCOVERED A COMPOUND WORLD’ WHEN I ARRIVED HERE, 
THAT CAUSED THE DISAPPEARANCE OF I WAS AFRAID TO PRESENT MY- 
ANIMATE OBJECTS / MOTIVATED BY SELF AS AN ALIEN... I POSED 
JEALOUSY: HE USED IT AS ONE OF YOU’ AND AS 
TO GET RID OF ME... YOU KNOW, I ‘CARVED A 


FAIRW SUCCESSFUL 
CAREER FO 


R 
MYSELF HERE/ 


THAT'S HIS SECRET HE'S NOT ONE SO I WOUND UP HERE AND STARTED LOOK-. 
OF YOU... HE'S AN ALIEN Y AND Nou'D ff ING AROUND FOR A JOB ASA CHEMIST / 
NEVER_HAVE KNOWN IT IF NOT FOR AS SOON AS I'S 
ME / BACK IN THE OTHER WORLD, Sy 


| <I RECOGNIZ 
I KEPT TRYING TO MAKE THAT COM- 
POUND AGAIN 7 WHEN I HIT IT AT 
LAST, AFTER FORTY-SIX YEARS, 


AN a Sy, LIke 


AS HE SUFFERS ALONG. 
MYSELF’ . 


WE DON'T CARE WHERE AND WE DON'T CARE WHERE 
Mr. PRENTICE CAME. YOU CAME FROM EITHER.’ 
FROM--HE PROVED HIM- YOu'RE A BLACKMAILER... 
SELF TO BE AN ALL RIGHT AND IF OUR. CRIMINAL 
GUY VEARS AGO / ALL CODE'S AT-ALL PARALLEL 
WE'LL HAVE TO OO IS TO THE ONE BACK IN 
THANK HIM FOR. YOuR WORLD, YOu 
TURNING INA HAVE A GOOD IDEA 
BLACKMAILER,’ py WHERE YOu'RE GOING 
TO BE FOR A LONG, 
LONG TIME? 





WHAT BECAME OF 
THE MAN WHO 


FLVED FOR VENGEANCE 2% 


Oy 4 
R \\’ Ws LMG 
NAL 
bs 


H 





Waar HAPPENS AT A HUNDRED THOUSAND FEET WHEN SPEED IS MEASURED IN HUNDREDS 
OF MILES K SECOND 2 IT WAS CAPTAIN AL GIBBONS’ JOB TO FIND OUT,’ THE STUBBY, 
POWER-PACKED ROCKET WAS LAUNCHED AND THE AIR FORCE PILOT PUNCHED THE + 
FIRING BUTTONS... ONE... TWO... THREE... FOUR / AL'S BODY WAS FLATTENED IN HIS 
SEAT AND HIS MIND WENT BLANK ¥ HE SAW VISIONS / 























ANOTHER DREAMER LIKE OUuR- 

SEWES, MY OEAR/ PERHAPS 

HE TOO PASSED THE EDGE 

OF REALITY--AS I DID 
WHEN I SAILED OFF THE 
END OF THE EARTH IN THE 

YEAR ONE THOUSAND AND 
TWO, THE WORLO WAS 

‘ FLAT THEN, 


TOO MUCH ACCELERATION / OXYGEN 
STARVATION WHEN I PASSED THREE 
THOUSAND MILES AN HOUR T 
GUESS,’ I'VE GOT TO 
SNAP OUT OF IT’ 


WHAT AM I DOING- 
HERE 2 I WAS 
MIXING IN THE 
NITROGEN COM- 
POUND WHEN... 
THAT PILOT-- 
WHO (S HE= 







































YOU MUST THIS REPORT HE 

FILED AFTER HE LANDED THE 

EXPERIMENTAL ROCKET Jos 
(S FANTASTIC’ AND GIBBONS 


: STILL ae ITS ALL 


IN THE COMMANDING 
OFFICER'S QUARTERS 
AT A SECRET Alf 
FORCE BASE IN CALI- 
FORNIA, THE FLIGHT 
SURGEON WAS 
TALKING TO THE C.O 


BUT CAPTAIN GIBBONS IS ONE 
OF THE BEST PILOTS WE 
HAVE / I'O HATE TO 

GROUND HIM,’ 














na 


mas sal 


1 wo 


“THE REPORT READ FINE UP UNTIL THE LAUNCHING FROM THE MOTHER Stim ar 
FIFTY THOUSAND FEET / THEN... 


NOu'RE ON YOUR OWN, 
AL-- BETTER YOu 







HERE I GO/ I'lt GET HE REPORTED EIGHT HUN- SEVENTEEN HUNDRED ON 
TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DRED MILES AN HOUR ON THE SECOND THRUST HE 


POUNDS OF THRUS” THE FIRST ROCKET... WAS CLIMBING STRAIGHT 
EACH TIME I HIT é - 
ONE OF THOSE 


BUTTONS / we 


Tone 7 
Sea ama 





ANDO TWENTY-NINE HUNDRED ON NUMBER AT THIS POINT. HIS REPORT BECOMES 
THREE Y’ HE REPORTS THE SYMPTOMS OF FANTASTIC. . 
OXYGEN STARVATION AT THAT SPEED... 


GOT... TO...PRESS... “VRB 
NUMBER FOURS 2 








FROM THEN ON, IT'S ALL DELUSION: .’ OXYGEN 
STARVATION CAUSED IT, NO DOUBT... 


I .HAD A CRAZY HUNCH SOMETHING 
LUKE THIS WOULD HAPPEN 
\F T WENT THIS FAST 








SOMEONE HAO 
BETTER BRIEF 
ME! WHAT'S 
SOING ON = 
WHERE AM L2 


I'M AS PUZZLED AS 
YOu. FLY BOY.” THE 
ADMIRAL HERE 
MIGHT KNOW 

A FEW ANSWERS / 








i 
1 

\ 

\ 


‘h 


\ 


MA. \it 


THAT GENTLEMAN WAS A JUOGE IN YOUR 
COUNTRY” HE'S LOST TO HIS WORLO 
WHICH STILL WONDERS AT HIS 
DISAPPEARANCE,’ WHAT BARRIER 
HE PASSED NONE OF US KNOW,’ 











HE INSISTS HE CLUMBED OUT OF THE 
PLANE AND WALKED OVER TO THESE 
VISIONS / I REMINDED HIM OF THE 
PLANE'S ALTITUDE AND SPEEO BUT HE 
SNS THAT ISWH'T IMPORTANT... 


BOTH OF YOU HAVE PASSED A FORBID- 
DEN BARRIER’ PERHAPS THE 


BARRIER WAS ONE YOU ERECTED 

IN YOUR OWN MINDS, BUT IT WAS 
THERE.’ ALL OF US HERE IN ” 
THIS WORLD HAVE DONE So, 





DEAD (S Nor THE 
EXACT WORD, 
CAPTAIN.’ YOU'VE 

JUST PASSED A 
BARRIER: AST 
SAID... ENTERED A 

NEW, A DREAMER'S 

= WORLD / 





THIS GENTLEMAN TRIED TO CONQUER THE MORE RECENTW WE HAD SEVERAL 


WORLD.’ HE FAILEO... DISAPPEARED MORE ~*~ WORLD CONQUERORS ' 
b a ONE DARK NIGHT AND 
FOUND HIMSELF 


FORCED ON USY THEY ARE a, 
DESPISED HERE TOO,’ =_ ss 






\ 
a 


iY 
iV 


\\\ 










NOW, BEFORE YOUR_NAMES 
ARE ENTERED IN THE RECOROS 
OF THIS COMMUNITY, HAVE 
NOU ANYTHING TO SAY 2 


CAPTAIN, I'M FRIGHTENED, 
CAN'T WE STOP THIS 2 
DO SOMETHING / 


CAPTAIN GIBBONS 

DESCRIBES 
HIS DELUSIONS 
IN SOME OETAIL / 
THIS DREAM 
WORLD OF HIS 
HAD SOME FORM 
OF GOVERNMENT 
TOO! THEY HAD 
A& SORT OF 
CITIZENSHIP 
RITE THAT 

MADE THEIR 
ADMISSION 

TO THAT 
WORLD 
OFFICIAL... 













YOU BET HALT’ YOU VILL RETURN ) GET OUT OF 


AND HAVE YOUR. MY WRAY BEFORE 
NAMES INSCRIBED I SMEAR YOU 
AS HERR JUDGE AGAIN LIKE WE 
HAS DIRECTED, fe OID IN 1944/7 










WHERE ARE WE S4cK! WE CAN GO BACKY CAN'T YOu 
GOING = WHAT BACK TO WHERE WE WERE 

WHEN THIS CRAZY 

DREAM STARTED/ 


CAN WE DO 2 





PERHAPS A MISTAKE HAS BEEN MADE / HiS REPORT SAYS THAT THE’ ROCKET 

PERHAPS YOU TWO WEREN'T READY CUT-OFF WAS JAMMED HE USED ALL 

TO JOIN OUR GROUP,’ HURRY 
BEFORE IT (STOO LATE Y 


Op .\ nt Ni 
vty 


\ 
f la ae, 


\ 


(> 


AN 





WHEW.” I'M STILL GROGGY.’ THAT 
OREAM... THAT GIRL’ HELEN,’ 


WHERE DID I... WHEN I WAS STANDING 
WITH HECEN BEFORE THE OLO SEA 
CAPTAIN.” BUT IF THAT WAS TRUE... 
HELEN (S IN DANGER RIGHT 
NOW, I MUST GET TO HER / 





CAPTAIN GIBBONS USED THE PARABRAKE 
SND LANDED THE ROCKET SHIP INTACT / 
HE BECAME ALMOST VIOLENT WHEN I 

HELO HIM HERE WHILE HE DICTATED THIS 


REPORT “.. 7 
ARRANGE NOTHING! 
YOU NEED HOSPITAL | L'M GRABBING A 
TREATMENT, CAB TO THE 
CAPTAIN,’ I'LL COLLEGE OF 
ARRANGE... CHEMISTRY RIGHT 
NOW.” THAT GIRL'S 
IN TROUBLE / 






















eae 


—— 


{ | 


x 


WAIT FOR ME/ 
Tit BE RIGHT 


THOT... Aire... FEELS GOOD/ 
CAPTAIN, DID... WE 
GET AWAY = 





HE EVEN HAD THE 
QUILL PEN TO 
PROVE HIS 
FANTASY ./ 


POOR DEviL/ I 
WONDER WHERE 
HE iS NOW 2 









(T WAS REAL’ 
IVE GOT TO 

GET HER OUT 
OF HERE, 


AND WHILE CAPTAIN GIBBONS HELD HIS 
FLESH AND BLOOD ‘DREAM’ GIRL THE 
FLIGHT SURGEON MADE HIS REPORT 


YOU MUST GROUND 
CAPTAIN GIBBONS 
UNTIL HE GETS 
OVER HS 
DELUSIONS 

ABOUT THAT 


Ss.” 





CAN'T FIND A THING 

WRONG WITH You / 
YOU COULDN'T BE 
IN BETTER SHAPE 
IF YOu TRIED’ 


BUT MY EYES, Doc’ 
DID YOu CHECK 
MY EYES 27 


YES, YOU'RE I-I WAS 
SLIGHTLIN KIND OF HOPING 
YOu'D BE ABLE 


Doc, WITHOUT 
MY HAVING TO 
SPILL THE 

WHOLE STORY... | 


ee. BUT IT LOOKS LIKE NO-GO/ 
SO HOLD ONTO YOUR SEAT-- 
HERE GOES/ THIS 
TROUBLE WITH MY EYES 
STARTED ON MY DAY 

OFF LAST WEEK... 





SI WAS TAKING A RIDE OUT ON THE DESERT ROAD / GUESS I HAD A LOT ON MY MIND -- 


AND THAT'S HOW COME I DIDN'T SPOT THAT SIGN... 


f GROUND Bee: 
at gre 


Vo EVERYTHING'S CLEAR 
AGAIN “WHEW -- THAT 


ae WAS CLOSE! FOR 


A 
MOMENT L THOUGHT 
aN 





THE NEXT THING I KNEW. 









WW EYESIGHT WAS 
A GONER. FOR SURE! 





I U-TURNED AS FAST AS I COULD, AND I 
KEPT TELLING MYSELF I WASA LUCKY GUY 
ALL THE WAY HOME / WHEN I GOT TO THE 
HOUSE, I SAT DOWN WITH THE PAPER... 





e- /  HMMM-- RIVER'S RISING 
OVER AT FERNDALE/ 
WONDER HOW THE 
TOWN WILL MAKE 
QUT sss 


hy 
Serr ereresy 
A 





«+s THE NEXT DAY'S PAPERS SHOWED THAT Wx DON'T LIKE IT...1T SCARES ME/ 
C I'M IUSTA PLAIN JOE! PLEASE, 


I'O SEEN RIGHT.’ AND IT'S HAPPENED 
TWICE SINCE THEN, COCY EVERY TIME 
I WONDER. HOW SOMETHING'S GOING TO 
TURN OUT, I FIND MYSELF SEEING 
TOMORROW ,” 











eee L SHOULD SAY THE BEST THING ) YOU HOW CAN YOU HELP 
WOULD BE FOR YOU TO TAKE A ME... IF YOU DON'T 
REST / YOU'VE OBVIOUSLY 
BEEN UNDER. A STRAIN 


BELIEVE ME 2? 
LATELY. AND... 


nant 


aa 





AFTER I LEAVE THE DOC. I KEEP WALKIN SURE PAL -- WHY 
THE STREETS I KEEP TRYING TO FOR- NOT 2 LET'S GO 
GET THAT HE THOUGHT I WAS CRAZY -- EASE . SOMEPLACE WHERE 
BUT I CAN'T,’ I HANE TO TELL ALL THIS TO WE CAN SIT DOWNY 
SOMEBODY WHO'LL BELIEVE ME--OoR SOMETHING- 


I'll BuST.../ SUDDENW... OFF MY CHEST,’ 


/ ie z 
HI. PAL, My 


Ship 


h 
Uj Ma 
‘ q 


\ 
4 
\y 


\\ 
\) 


ANA 


SO I TELL HERB JUST WHAT I TOLD THE HMPF --I THINK YOU SHOULD GO ON 
Doc’ AND WHEN I'M FINISHED... THE WAGON,’ YOU MUST BE HITTING 


..aIT SCARES ME, HERB/ I DON'T 
WANT THIS POWER.’ TELL ME-- 
WHAT DO YOU THINK 

I SHOULD Do 2 


THE BOTTLE PLENTY TO 
BELIEVE MALARKY 
UKE THAT 










HE DIDN'T BELIEVE ME 
EITHER... NOBODY WILL 
EVER BELIEVE ME,’ 








Ne 4 
ol m| Win: 


I-I'vVE SEEN YOUR THAT'S RIGHT ANO I'M HARD UP FOR. 
PICTURE IN THE PAPER / CASH RIGHT NOW, IF © DON'T GET MY 
I KNOW WHO YOu ARE, HANDS ON SOME SOON, SOMEBODY 

YOou'RE FRED BLACK, I OWE DOUGH TO IS GOING To GIVE 
THE RACKETEER/ ME A ROUGH GOING OVER / 

BUT YOu'RE GOING- 
TO HELP ME / 


: 









“ 
' 


oe 




















LEAVE ME ALONE,’ I WHEN FRED 
DON'T WANT TO HAVE BLACK ASKS 
ANYTHING TO DO FOR HELP -- 


WITH YOu .” HE GETSIT. 


SEE WHAT 
I MEAN 2 


HERE'S WHAT I WANT You TO DO-- 
LOOK AT THIS SHEET AND TELL ME 
ALL THE WINNERS AT THE 

RACETRACK TOMORROW.’ 


ast 
a 


WELL, WHAT DO yOu SEE AT THE TRACK 
TOMORROW 7 TALK FAST -- I WANT THE 
NAMES OF ALL THE WINNERS 





I SEE NOTHING BUT... 
SMOKE AND 
ASHES / 

















AAAH, I'M CURED L WHEW.’ WHAT A RELIEF / 
SUESS TRIED TO SEE" TO BE NOTHING GUT A PLAIN 
You'Re JOE’ I GO HOME AND FOR 
NOTHING THE FIRST TIME THIS WEEK 
BUT A I SLEEP RKGHT THROUGH 
LOONY, I COULD SEE THE NIGHT... 

AFTER. WAS SMOKE ae . 


AND ASHES.” 
I'M CURED’ 


I'M NOT CURED / 
Zs ZI CAN (sos) STILL 
Z a SEE TOMORROW/ 








YOU WOULDN'T BE TRYING 
TO PUT SOMETHING 
OVER ON FRED 
BLACK, WOULD you? 
NAA... YOURE 
TOO SCARED.’ 


IT'S THE NEXT DAY NOW-- MY 
ON OFF AGAIN. AND JUST 
FOR KICKS, I HEAD FOR. 
THE RACETRACK TO SEE 
WHAT I HAON'T BEEN ABLE 
TO SEE VESTERDAY.’ BUT 
THE SPUT- SECOND I GET 
OFF THE Bus... 








“DON'T NOU UNDERSTAND, — 


OLEY ? IT'S OUR BEING 
SHUT IN HERE TOGETHER 
ALL THESE MONTHS.’ IT'S 
KNOWN AS CABIN at 

FENER “ IT'S JUST 

AS HARD FOR ME,’ 


ae 


AWS FOUR MEN HAD TRAVELED THERE FROM THE 
WEATHER STATION.” BUT BLIZZARDS HAD COME EARLY 
THis NEAR AND THE GREAT NANY EXPLORER, ADMIRAL 
CURTIN, AND AINSWORTH, THE YOUNG CIVILIAN METE- 
OROLOGIST, WHO HAD GONE AHEAD TO THE DESOLATE 
WEATHER OUTPOST FIFTY MILES FROM THE NORTH POLE, 
WERE ISOLATED ” FOR FIVE MONTHS THEY LIVED 
THROUGH THE ARCTIC NIGHT IN THE SMALL SNOW-CAVE, 
3 SEEING NO OTHER HUMAN BEINGS BUT EACH OTHER! 


AINSWORTH, YOU'RE I'LL MAKE IT ALL RIGHT, ADMIRAL ,/ 
A FOOL,’ YOU'LL : AND DON'T TRY TO STOP MEY IT'S 
NENER MAKE IT LIGHT NOW” THE SUN'S FINALLY 
BACK TO THE COME UP AND I'M NOT LOOKING 
WEATHER SSTATIONY AT YOUR. UGW FACE ° 
= NEVER / ; ANY MORE 7 a 





GET OUT OF BY THUNDER , SO LONG, ADMIRAL / 
NY WAY I BELIEVE NOU CAN'T PULL YOUR 


M : 
AOMIRAL ,” YOu'RE FOOL feANK ON ME I'M 
ENOUGH TO A CIVILIAN / 





AT LEAST LEAVE ME LOCK YOURSELF IN OLEY AINSWORTH ALREADY 
THE RIFLE’ I'VE THE CAVE.” I'tt iy A HAD PACKED THE DOG - 
NO PROTECTION NEED IT FOR MY i, co SLED.” NOW HE HAR- 
AGAINST POLAR OWN PROTECTION / : NESSED THE DOGS / THE 
BEARS/ LONG MONTHS OF 
SOLITUDE HAD TAKEN 
THEIR TOLL... 


THE OLD ADMIRAL HAD DECIDED TO MAKE 
py Rea TRY TO SANE THE YOUTH FROM 


TRY AND STOP 
I CAN'T LET You ME, JUST 
Bo IT, AINSWORTH.’ 
IN SPITE OF YOUR. 


OWN INSANITY, I 
CAN'T LET You” 


TRY ITY’ 


YOUNG AINSWORTH'S YOUTH WAS TOO MUCH FO THE OLDER 
AN.’ THE DEMENTED METEOROLOGIST SWUNG HIS 

WHIP, CRIED TO THE LEAD DOG,’ ADMIRAL CURTIN LAY 

MOTIONLESS IN JHE FREEZING WEATHER... 


iy 


f a y 


at 





FOR, HOURS AINSWORTH PUSHED THE TEAM / 
SOMETIMES HE RODE, SOMETIMES HE RAN 
WITH THE TEAM / HE WANTED DISTANCE BE - 
TWEEN HIM AND THE DESPISED CURTIN... 


FREE” I'M FREE AT 
LAST “ FREE.,~ 


























A MOUNTAIN RANGE,’ IT COVERS 
THE WHOLE HORIZAN/ HOW WILL I 


THERE rental BE 
FIND A WAY OVER THAT 2/ 


' NO NIGHT NOW, 
ONW WEARINES: 
TOLD AINSWORTH 


DOGS’ THEN, AS 
HE SCANNED THE 
HORIZON: HIS 

HEART SANK... 


| ee 
\ ‘ i 


IT'S STILL FAR AWAY, BUTNOW IL CAN ADMIRAL CURTIN LAY IN THE SNOW ONLY 
SEE THAT I'LL NEVER CROSS THE A SHORT TIME BEFORE REGAINING HIS 
MOUNTAIN’ I'VE BEEN A FOOLY SENSES... 
a are 
. " } Z 
ON ADMIRAL CURTIN'S ST UH... HE'S GONE,’ THERE 
MERCN .” get creo th WON'T BE A CHANCE IN A 
$ \" I THOUSAND NOW OF STOP- 
: dee Ain me PING HIM / BUT... T'VE 
ay Ns TO TRY... THERE'S 
hoores 


| Gor 
\, JUST ONE HOPE... 





T'LL FOLLOW ANSWORTH'S TRAIL SUDDENLY, ; IF CURTIN WILL FORGIVE 
AND... PERHAPS... JUST HAVING COME TO ME! WHAT A FOOL I'VE 
PERHAPS. HIS SENSES, BEEN / I'VE GOT TO GO 
: AINSWORTH 

TURNED HIS 

TEAM BACK 

TOWARD THE 

SNOWCANE... 


MVE 
oo 7g me 


oe — So 


I WON'T MAKE ITY r'M 

LosT/ I'M GOING TO 

FREEZE TO DEATH HERE 
IN THE SNOW ’ 


SAN Tes SO ; 
P osee AINSWORTH / 
CAN YOU HEAR 
ME, OLEY ?/ 


L 


g 





THE COG TEAM/ AINSWORTH... * DRIVING THE DOGS BACK AGAIN, CURTIN 
NOT WITH THEM / PERHAPS HE 
FELL FROM EXHAUSTION / 


FOUND AINSWORTH NOT A HUNDRED FEET 
AWAY / HE HAD FALLEN JUST BEFORE 
CURTIN HAD ARRIVED... 


SON, YOU'RE 
ABOUT THE 
LUCKIEST 
SUN IN THE 
WORLD / 
















WELL, IT WAS ANYTHING YOU DO TO NES, THAT 
SOME HOURS BE- ME I HAVE COMING, } WAS MY ONE 
FORE AINSWORTH ADMIRAL CURTIN / 
AWOKE, NO WORSE AND if_I HADN'T 
PHYSICALLY FOR RUN AGAINST THAT 
THE EXPERIENCE J MOUNTAIN RANGE , 
BUT MENTALLY... I'D STitt BE 

GONG... STRAIGHT 

TO MN DEATH / 


CURTIN DRONE BACK TO THE 
SNOW-CAVE / THE STORM 

WAS GROWING EVEN GREAT- 
ER IN INTENSITY... 


GUESS HE'S JuST 
EXHAUSTED. I'LL 
LET HIM SLEEP 












WELL, ADMIRAL CURTIN AND OLEY AINSWORTH 
BOTH MADE FULL REPORTS OF THE IN- 
iCIDENT WHEN THEY WERE RETURNED 
SHORTW THEREAFTER TO THE WEATHER 
STATION / AT CURTIN'S RECOMMENDATION 
NO ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINST AINS - 
‘ WORTH . AND HE WAS ALLOWED 
| T COMPLETE HIS CONTRACT 
BY THE TIME AINSWORTH'S 
308 WAS FINISHED, 
HE AND ADMIRAL 
;F CURTIN WERE 
THE BEST OF 


NO, SON/ THAT WAS A MIRAGE J | 

THESE WHITE WASTES ARE AS | 

MUCH DESERT ASTHE SAHARAT) 

AND THE MOUNTAINS AS MUCH A | 

MIRAGE AS THE SIGHTING OF AN 
OASIS IN THE SANDS,’ GOD | 

REALIY WAS WATCHING 
OVER YOu . 









FRIENDS / 





APPROVED 
BY THE 








@)s THE HISTORY OF MEN: AND NATONS NOT ALL 
HEROES ARE FOUND ON THE BATTLEFIELD/ 
TAKE JON KRAKMA FOR EXAMPLE! HE FLED 






RTH IN THE 
DEAD OF NIGHT’ 


WHAT USE COULD HE BE TO THE 
FREE WORLD WHOHAD SENT HIM 
BACK TO HIS HOMELAND 2 HE 
WAS A HUNTED REFUGEE, 
AND ANARTIST / 





ONE SECRET WAS THAT JON KRAKMA HAD 


NOT RETURNED AS HIMSELF, BUT AS 

JON BOLIVICH, AN INDUSTRIAL ARTIST’ 

HE STOPPED AT A CERTAIN DOOR AND 

KNOCKED LIGHTLY J’ BEYOND THE 

DOOR WAS THE SOUND oF 
MONEMENT,’ 


MIKVA OLOVRA HAD WORKED LONG WITH 

THE FREE UNDERGROUND. / SHE WAS 

oe: CLEVER ! THE RED OVERLORDS 
DID NOT SUSPECT’ HER... 


NOUR CREDENTIALS ARE 
WELL FORGED, JON KRAKMA! 


I UNOER- 
STAND I 
AM TO.MAKE 
INDUSTRIAL. 
PAINTINGS 


NOU 00 GREAT SERVICE 
TO THE WONDERFUL 
PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY, 
COMRADE BOLIVICH/ 


BUT I HAVE 
NOT YET DONE 
SERVICE TO 
Sue GREAT 
COMRADE 
DIRECTOR / 


COME IN, COMRADE 

BOLIWICH! YOU HAVE 

BROUGHT THE 
PAPERS # 


THERE WAS NO QUESTION ON THE PART 
OF THE WORKS DIRECTOR, NIKOLAI 


VOROSHEN : OF JON'S CREDENTIALS, iy 
HE WAS PLACED IN THE GREAT 


MUNITIONS WORKS TO CAPTURE ON 
CANVAS THE POWER OF THE REO 


EMPIRPE'S INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH’ 


ee ERHAPS THE COMRADE 7 Se 
WOULD ALLOW ME TO PAINT 
PORTRAIT - - AND PERHA PS 
THAT OF HIS FAMILY 2 





THE PAINTING OF THE DIRECTOR'S PORTRAIT 

FLATTERED THE MAN'S NANITY “ SOON 

JON HAG - THE RUN OF THE WORKS, EVEN 

ENTRY TO THE DIVISION THAT MANUFACTURED 
SX : SECRET WEAPONS / 


AS EACH PAINTING WAS COMPLETED IT WAS 

TAKEN FROM JON AT THE FACTORY BY 

MUKY A OLOVRA vee 9 ; 
IAM GLAD! I 


HENE GIVEN OU 
GREAT DEMOCRACY 


THE PROPAGANDA ¥ 
MINISTRY 1S PLEASED 

WITH YOUR WORK,  § 
COMRADE BOLOVICH! & 


vi 


BY THE FOLLOWING MORNING THE LUMINOUS 

PAINT HAD DISINTEGRATED / THEN MIKYA 

DELIVERED THE PAINTING TO THE 
PROPAGANDA MINISTRY 7 


Bh WW BEST WORK /| 


SOIT WENT 
UNTIL ONE 
MORNING 


NO DETAIL OF SECRET PRODUCTION tend 
JON'S EYE’, TRAINED IN OBSERVA' 
= WHAT F anf ere HE RE 
4 EDO E DRY Oil PICTURES 
se COMBLETED, USING A 
COLORLESS PAINT, IN- 
MISIBLE IN THE LIGHT.’ 


COMRADE THE 
CIRECTOR 
WANTS NOU IN 
HIS OFFICE / 
PERHAPS TO 
GWE You SOME 





SO YOU THOUGHT YOU HAO _ \ 





THE MAN 
US FOOLED, EH, KRAKMA? } WHOSE 
WELL, LET ME INTRODUCE  / SIGNATURE 
MM ASSOCIATE / ye 
COMRADE BORIS 
BULRRAVICH / 





THAT YOu'LL MOU'LE HAVE TIME TO THINK I(T 
NEVER, OVER BEFORE YOUR TRIAL / 
LEARN PERHAPS YOU WILL CHANGE 

FROM ME/ YOUR, MIND ABOUT HOW 


MUCH YOU WILL. 
ACCOMPLICE ¥ BUT PERHAPS 


WE CAN WORK TOGETHER, 

KRAKMAS IF YOU TELL US 

WHO ELSE (S WORKING. 
WITH YOu 2 


ION WAS PLACED IN SOUTARY : 
CONFINEMENT’ NO ONE CAME / § 
HE WAS GIVEN NO FOOD OR 

WATER .., 


KRAKMAS 





THERE |S ONE CHANCE 
NOU WILL HAVE TO 
TRUST ME / I WiLt 
CALL AT MIDNIGHT.” 
OESTROY THIS 

bie e SWALLOW 


WELL, T CAN BE 
NO WORSE 
OFF BY TRUST- 
ING THE SENDER 
OF THIS NOTE 7 
EVEN THOUGH IT'S 
SOME KINO OF 


i 


j HAN E 
FORGED CREDENTIALS 


TO GET US OUTY 
BUT IT'S A RISK... 


TRAP’ AN EXCUSE 


LEANING THE CAR AT THE 

SIDE OF THE ROAD, THE 
TWO MEN RAN ACROSS 
FIELDS, OVER HILLS/ AT 
LAST, AN HOUR LATER... 


MY CREDENTIALS 
HAVE SAVED US SO 
FAR: KRAKMA/ 
BUT NOW WE LEAVE 
THE CAR AND ARE 
ON OUR OWN / 


MY JOB IS DONE, 

KRAKMA / THE PLANE 

WILL TRY TO TAKE 
YOu OUT’ 


IT'S AN HONOR \ I'M A HUNTED 
TO SHAKE MAN NOW / THEY 
THE HAND WILL GET ME 
OF SO SOONER OR 
BRAVE A LATER / BUT I HAVE 
CZECHS A LOT TO COM- 
YOU TAKE PLETE BEFORE 
FANTASTIC THEY CATCH UP 
CHANCES / WITH ME / 

GOOD LUCK / 


THE ESCAPE PLANE MADE IT ACROSS THE BORDER, 
INTO THE SAFETY OF FREE EUROPE / JON WOULD 
HAVE MUCH TO REPORT IN WEST GERMANY’ HE 
WOULD NOT FORGET THE FIGURES THAT MIKYA 
HAD FAILED TO DELIVER’ THEY WERE GROUND 
INTO HIS MEMORY -- AND HE COULD ASSURE 
THEM AT HEADQUARTERS, THAT WITH PEOPLE 
LIKE THE GUARD WHO HAD LED HIM TO SAFETY, 
THE SPIRIT OF THE CZECHS 

HAD NOT BEEN BROKEN 

BY THE RED YOKE 





Tales of the MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER 


THiS SEAL OF APPROVAL APPEARS ONLY ON COMIC MAGAZINES WHICH HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY REVIEWED, PRIOR TO 
PUBLICATION, BY THE COMICS CODE AUTHORITY, AND FOUND TO HAVE MET THE HIGH STANDARDS OF MORALITY AND 
GOOD TASTE REQUIRED BY THE CODE. THE CODE AUTHORITY OPERATES APART FROM ANY INDIVIDUAL PUBLISHER AND EX- 
ERCISES INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT WITH RESPECT TO CODE-COMPLIANCE A COWwIC MAGAZINE BEARING [TS SEAL {S 
YOUR ASSURANCE OF GOOD READING AND PICTORIAL MATTER Yor ies : 
Executive Editor 


Mere iS A SCENE IN A NEW YORK PARK /"HERE IS 
AMERICA, AND ALSO HERE IS THE WHOLE WORLDY HERE} 
NATIONS MEET ON A COMMON FRIENDIY GROUND AND i 
HERE WEALTH RUBS SHOULDERS WITH POVERTY / HERE 
IT IS NOT STRANGE EVEN TO SEE A HOBO WITH HIS OWN 
SERVANT / YET THERE 48 SOMETHING DIFFERENT ABOUT 
THIS MAN AND HIS SERVANT TODAY HE IS ATRAMP, 

TOMORROW, WHO KNOWS 2 BUT ITIS ANGTHER Day | 

IN THE MAN'S LIFE WITH WHICH OuR STORY 

' \S CONCERNED.. 


ar 
oS \\ 


\ , 
Wanyyail™ 


vo # “ 
Ww aa? aa ANY , 


AYEAR AGO HANK LANGDON: EX-ARMY 2 Z//PANGDON HAD REFUSED TO RUN GUNS 
NRFORCE PILOT, SOLDIER -OF -FOR- FY Ye ePID AMMUNITION FOR BOYD THREE 
TUNE , WAS IN GUATEMALA Cry, GA JNEARS GEFORE IN SOUTH:AMERICA , 
WHERE HE HOPED TO LANDA Jos 

REVOLUTION / BOYD HAD NEVER 


ZA FORGIVEN HANK / LANGDON WATCH- 
CARLOS BOYD! No )g _ YEAH / LOOK DOWN 


GOOD PURPOSE fay THERE / WHAT 
COULD BRING HIM Do YOu SEE 2 


‘ big HY 
pi “ef 


ih C 





ae Ses 
Senora 


HANK'S EVES SEE THE BOY WITH ; GET HIM, BUT WATCH OUT / HOSS INDIANS 
FOLLOWED THE THE BASKET 2 ARE FAST! 
RECTION " 
BOYD = 0 | OON'T WORRY, 
POINTED... Z , BOSS’ 


LANGDON HAD NOT 
HEARD ALL THAT 


=> 
ENOUGH / HE 
HURRIED DOWN 
TOTHE STREET... 





HANK LANGDON 
WAS FAST AS 
LIGHTNING, AS 
TAUT AS STEEL, 
AND THE 
ELEMENTS 

OF SURPRISE 
WERE IN 

HIS FAVOR.’ 


>> 


bere : 
“sii 


Se S 
% 


BUT IT EES \ MAYO: KING OF ALL 
AYO'S INDIANS OF THIS 
COUNTRY’ RULER 
° JUNGLE 


BETTER DELIVER IT 
FAST’ I_\WON'T 
GUARANTEE To BE 
ABLE TO HELP YOU 
NEXT TIME / 


BOYD SHOWED NO RESENTMENT) 4 


BUT WENT TO LANGDON'S ROOM: 


HERE IT (SIN ALL RIGHT, BUT 
AOVANCE / 


ELSE’ WHEN WE 
REACH MERIDA 
MY JOB IS 
FINISHED’ 


GRACIAS, GRACIAS, SKIPIT, SON-- 
SENOR J If LIN- Tu SuT TELL ME WHY 
EVER CAN PERFORM 

& SERVICE FOR 

THE SENOR.... 


IF BOYD 


LANGDON, L'VE GOT IMPORTANT 
TAN / I 


SUSPECTED }| PLANS IN MERIDA, YUCATAN - 


HANK LANG-~ 


NEED A PILOT TO FLY MY 
PLANE THERE 7 T'it 


DON HAD 
SPOILED HIS PAY PLENTY’ WANT 


APPROACH - 


TO TALK AGSOUT IT TOMY, 
IN MY ROOM ROOM! TD 
FEEL SAFER 

THERE / 


EO HIM AT 


A 


ms 
ft 


LHANK'S FIRST TROUBLE CAME WHEN 
HE FOUND THREE MEN WERE TO 
ACCOMPANY BOYO/ TWO OF THEM 
WERE THE ONES HE HAD PREVENT- 

CED FROM ROBBING LIN-TU / THEN. 

ROVER & BROAD SPAN OF TERRITORY... 


ALL RIGHT, LANGDON. ) ARE YOu 
SET THE PLANE 
DOWN HERE ” 





HANK COULD NOTARGUE WITH. JF) ROS BOYD FOLLOWED A HaRD- 

BOYD / THE FAT MAN LAUGHED LG PACKED TRAIL HALF AN HOUR! 

MIRTHLESSLY, ORDERED THE THEN .. Se 
ANE DOWN ONCE MORE. G$ ~—Z& 


KEEP LANGDON IN GOLOY AND I'M 
GETTING IT OUT 
OF HERE’ 
E SOME 
DEAS ABO! OUT, 
Tee PLACE .¢ 


» BUT RESISTANCE WAS USELESS 
THERE WERE A THOUSAND INDIANS 

PURE GOLD / THEN. AS HE TURNED J HOLDING THE PARTY CAPTIVE / 

TO LEAVE THE STREAM 3 2 


Ah ee | SHAT WILL THEY ) IF YOU KNOW 
WHA... GET ‘EM, ie DO TO us, ANY PRAYERS, 
YOu GUYS! el LANGDON = BOYD, You'D 
GET 'EM/ L om BETTER BEGIN 
THEY'LL : SNING THEM / 
KILL US./ pee : C2 


A FEW MOMENTS LATER, THE 


g g NOT UNTIL LATE IN THE NIGHT DIO 
CAPTIVES WERE INSIDE THE TEM-— BOY 


D AND HIS MEN DROP TO 
PLE BEFORE A COLDLY FURIOUS SLEEP FROM EXHAUSTION / HANK 
MANO. ; LANGDON HAD GONE TO SLEEP AT 
HE WHO ENTERS THE 5 CR, ONCE ONLY TO FEEL SOMEONE 
pEOREIDDEN CAND > ATHOUT SHAKING HIM AND WHISPERING... 
ISSION | 
DEATH TO ALL OF YOU ve SENOR, SENOR, 
AT SUNRISE / “ ce AWAKE QUIETLY.’ 
/ Y ~~ NOT ae 
THE OTHERS / 





PS daa \. 






LANGDON FOLLOWED LIN-TU WHO 


MOVED SWIFTLY, SOUNDLESSLY 


INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE TEMPLE'S 








CELLAR... 

TWO OF THOSE WHO 
SLEEP ARE THE ONES WHO AT~ 
TACKEO ME, SENOR/ BUT 
YOu... IT WELCOME THE CHANCE 
TO REPAY YOUR 
KINDNESS / 









i] 


Vi v 


uhiypr 


THE CANOE WENT ON FOR 
HOURS AT TREMENDOUS 
SPEED 


Bee 


(T'S THE BAY OF 
HONDURAS / iF 


HONDURAS RE- 
PUBLIC WE CAN 
GET A PLANE TO 
NEW YORK / = 
TO HIDE HANE MONEY THAT 
ACROSS THIS / BOYD PAID ME IN 
BAY / MY MONEY BELT! 
ITLL PAY OUR, 


















SOON THE CURRENT GREW SWIFT / 
LANGDON JUDGED THE SPEED OF 
THE CRAFT TO GE FIFTY OR MORE 
MILES PER HOUR / YET THERE 
WAS NO SKY ABOVE THEM... 


WHAT (tS IT [SA HUNDRED TIMES 
SWIFTER eae TRAVEL- 











41H THE GUATEMALAN JUNGLE Re 
RIVERS ABOVE GROUNDY ALL ARE BENEATH 
THE SURFACE OF THE JUNGLE 


WON'T THESE WORD HAS NOT YET COME 
OTHERS ATTACK | TO THEM FROM MANO / AND 
US, LIN-TU S THEY WILL NOT ATTACK A 
MANO BOAT’ BUT I CAN 
rs aioe RETURN, 


* 
4 
4 
¢ 
é 
é 
3% 
ab 
ie 
*¢ 
oes 


HAVE BEEN IN 
THE UNITED 
STATES FOR 
ONLY A FEW 
WEEKS, AND 
HANK'S MONEY 


DEVOTED SER- 
VANT./ BUT 
HANK IS A 
SOLDIER- OF - 
FORTUNE, AND 
SOON His 
FORTUNES 
MAN CHANGE / 


at MAN 


YOUNG MYRON KING, ASSISTANT CURATOR. OF THE 
BIG CATS AT THE MIDWEST ZOO HAD PLANNED 


ne gr ye THE CAUSE OF HIS ig A MERE TWELFTH 
F A FOOT-- A SINGLE INCH 


wy ‘ 


a 


AND lle EXOTIC 
AND MYSTERIOUS INDIA.. 


% 





NOT EVEN THE FACT THAT HE WOULD 
SAIL HOME ON THE SAME SHIP iN 
WHICH JOHN VANCE, FAMOUS TRAP- 
PER OF LIVE WILD ANIMALS, WOULD 
CARRY HIS JUNGLE CARGO TO 
THE STATES, RELMEVED HIM OF 
HiS BURDEN... 





E RESULTS WERE ALWAYS THE 


. OH, MYRON, I AM FOND OF 
YOu, BuT I SIMPW CAN'T MARRY A MAN 
ONE INCH SHORTER THAN I AM, AND BE- 

SIDES, YOU SEEM SO SILLY GOING 

BROUND WITH THAT REVOLVER AT 

YOUR WAIST EACH TIME WE 

ARE AROUND WILD ANIMALS ,’ BUT, 
a MERRY... 


ANDO TH 
SA 





eae 





MYRON KING WAS QUITE DISMAYEO/ KNOW- 
ING HE WOULD NOT StEEP HE DECIDED To 
MISIT JOHN VANCE, THE WILO ANIMAL 
COLLECTOR, WITH WHOM HE HAD 
BECOME FRIENDLY... 


r 
IT'S MYRON KING 









IT WAS THE ONE -HUNOREDTH NIGHT 
OF THE TOUR, AND ON NINETY -TWO 
PREVIOUS NIGHTS MUCH THE SAME 
CONVERSATION HAD TAKEN PLACE 
BETWEEN THE SAME PEOPLE in 
MBNY PARTS OF THE WORLD... 


LOLA TNR CRONE LAA 


I CAN WEAR ELEVATOR SHOES,’ AND L'VE 
TOLO YOu BEFORE THAT THE CARTRIDGES 
| PRE ONW GLANKS TO SCARE THE 
| ANIMALS IF ANY SHOULD GET 
LOOSE /’ IT DO KNOW A LITTLE 

ABOUT THEM, YOU KNOW,’ 






I WON'T BE VERY GOOD 

COMPANY, KING.” BAD 
ATTACK OF MALARIA .’ 
THE DOCTOR'S ORDER- 
ED ME TO BED,’ I'D 
BE TOO WEAK TO 
RISE, EVEN WITHOUT 

HiS ORCERS,’ 

eee: 


I'M SORRY 









MYRON KING RETURNED To His “SRR OPP ir ns Some TIME PAST MIDNIGHT 


OWN STATEROOM AKID LAY DOWN 2 { WHEN THE STORM BROKE,’ ANDO WITH 
ON HIS. BED LETTING HISOWN $f THE PASSING OF TIME IT GREW IN 


ASHE LAY STARING IN THE 


UNHAPPINESS WASH OVER HIM INTENSITY... 
DARKNESS... it, ee 






ITS GREATEST FURY 
SHORTLY BEFORE DAY- 
LIGHT.” A HUGE WAVE 
P NESHED OVER THE 
FORWARD OECK, 
SWEEPING A CRATE 
AGAINST THE RAIL... 








MYRON HEARD SOMEONE BEHIND 
HIM ” HE TURNED TO FIND THE 


ORDER. EVERY - 
SHOOT THE ) ONE TO HIS STATE- 


MYRON CAME ON DECK AS SOON | 
AS THE STORM ABATED, IT WAS. 7 
NOW DAYLIGHT.” GOING TOWARD 
THE FORWARD DECK, HE SAW.. 



























7 I'VE GOT TO DO SOMETHING BEAST’ ROOM,’ CLEAR THE 
FAST THIS PROWLER CAN QUICK. BE- VY DECKS UNTIL I TELL 
CAUSE PLENTY OF TROUBLE’ FORE HE YOu IT'S SAFE’ 











KILLS SOME - 








OH, MYRON, I 
HEAR A TIGER 
IS LOOSE 
ISN'T IT EX... 





ROOM 
FOOL DO You 
SELF KILLED 2 


PROMENADE OCECK/ SUT I'LL HAVE 
HIM _ NOW IF 

I JUST HAVE A 

LITTLE LUCK / 


AS _ SOON AS THE BEAST WAS INSIDE 
THE LOUNGE, MYRON KING SLAMMED 


THE DOOR SHUT AND CALLED FOR THE 
MEN, ay 


NO TIME TS TALK NOW / 
GET THAT CRATE RE- 
PAIRED AND BRING IT 
HERE / DON'T BOTHER 
~TOHN VANCE,’ HE'S 
TOO ILL TO COME 
ON DECK y 


HE WAS ABOUT TO GO AFTER THE BEAST, 
WHEN HE SAW MERRY RUNNING To- 
WARD HIM... 


GET TO YOUR STATE - 
1, YOU LITTLE 


WANT TO GET YOUR- 


WHEN HE HAD MADE SURE THE OECKS 
HAD BEEN CLEARED, MY 


RON KING. 
APPROACHED THE SNARLING TIGER., 
LET'S HOPE HE'S SCARED 


ENOUGH TO RUN FROM 
THIS GUN,’ 


THANK 


GOOONESS/ 


i) 


H 





WITHIN AN HOUR THE CRATE HAD 
BEEN -REPAIREO AND STRENGTH - 
ED.” MYRON KING ORDERED IT 


OPENED AND PLACED BEFORE THE 
LOUNGE DOORWAY... 


NOW GET ME SOME 
GOOD HEAVY ROPE! 
PLENTY OF IT/ 

















FORCING PULL THAT { PULL THE ROPE! 

R ‘ 
TRIDOF f GIVE THE 4 PULLS PULLS 
THE ROPE os 
INTO THE 


CAGE, 
MNRON KING 
ENTERED 
THE LOUNGE 
THROUGH A 
WINDOW / 
AS HE LIFTED 
THE LOOPED 
END OF ROPE 


ae 
AN 


vant 








MYRON KING CUT 
THE ROPES 
THAT HELD THE < 


KEEP PULLING! I'tt 
GET HIS HIND LEGS,’ 





GOOD! HE'S IN’ 
SLDE THE GAGE 
DOOR SHUT AND 
WE'LL HAVE HIM! 




















CAGED ANIMAL 


OVER THE CAGE 
AND A NET TO 
CARRY THE CRATE 
PLACED ABOUT 
THE CAGE! 


EEA YX BBR SSN 


OH. MYRON! YES, MERRY MARVIN OID 
HOW BRAVE MEAN... THAT HEIGHT DID 
YOU ARE, NOT MATTER ANY MORE.’ IN 


EXPECTED YOu AND TO GO 
TO TAKE THAT AFTER 
ANIMAL ALIVE / THAT 
I THOUGHT TERRIBLE 
YOu'D SHOOT ANIMAL 
WITH ONLY 


FACT MYRON KING SEEMED 
TO TOWER ABOVE HER AS 
HE TOOK HER IN HIS ARMS / 





\ ANN 


AR 






Hg a : 
| ese 


THE SARGE WAS USED TO TOUGH 
ASSIGNMENTS, BUT NOT EVEN HE 
eave THE ORDER THAT WAS 


FROM COLONEL GEORGE 


INTELLIGENCE HAS 

J SERGEANT \ ADVISED US OF AN 
REPORT- 

1 ING, Si 


EXPECTED ATTACK. 


SERGEANT.’ I WANT 
YOU TO TAKE Six 
PICKED MEN AND 
DEFEND THE PIPE 
FROM BEING 
DESTROYED! 


R 
2 SERGEANT BART AR 


ON THE Olt PIPELINE, 





KEEP THOSE GUNS WORKIN', 
KEEP MOVIN’ UP AND DOWN THE 


WA 
FINE HUNDRED, AN’ WE © 


-  BLACKSMAKE 


DESERTY AND IT rertof 13 DON rc 


cist "Sine WAS KNOWN BETTER AS 
SARGE BY THE MEN WHO LOVED --AND SOMETIMES HATED -- 
THE TOUGH. HARD - BITTEN CAREER MAN... 













AN! 







Ol” WE'RE SEVEN ase tae 






LET ‘EM KNOW THAT.’ 





SIX MEN. THAT'S RIGHTY YOu'LL 
HAVE A TRUSTED ARAB GUIDE 
TO LEAD YOU TO THE PLACE,” You 
WILL GO BY CAMEL CARAVAN, 
DISGUISED AS ARABS’ YOu'LL 
TAKE PLENTY OF AMMUNITION AND 
MACHINE GUNS, AND FOOD | 
ENOUGH FOR THREE DAYS/ 





SARGE KNEW THE ARMY WAS IN THE OFSERT WITH PERMISSION OF THE ARAB RULE 
GUARANTEE DELIVERY $F THE OIL CONTRACTED FOR BY THE Dee STATES GOVERNMENT” 
BuT ae ip oead lated OF HIS SIX PICKED MEN ANNOYED HIM... 


HEY, SARGE, DOES THE SHADDUP! ALL OF YOU / 
COLONEL THINK ONLY A YA NOLUNTEERED TOGO, YA 
HALF DOZEN ARABS LOST YOUR RIGHT TA 
ARE GONNA HIT ASK QUESTIONS ’ 
THAT PIPE LINE = 


DOGGONE WELL WiSH 

I KNEW THE 
ANSWER 
MYSELF / 





IT WAS A SLOW TEDIOUS JOURNEY OVER THE BLAZING SANDS /THERE WAS THE SWEAT OF MEN 
AND THE SMELL OF CAMELS, AND THE DRONE OF THE ARAB GUIDE URGING THE BEASTS ON... 


WHEN THEY HAD MADE CAMP. THE ARAB | THEMEN WERE WEARY AFTE! 
GUIDE STARTED BACK, t Wi) SETTING UP THEIR GUNS IN TH 
WHY, ALONG A NEARBY WADI, AND THEY SLEPT 
THOUSAND MILES OF SOUNDLY / BUT SARGE'S MIND 
PIPE, DO THEY LEAVE KEPT WANDERING, QUESTION - 
S HERE 2 THERE's |. ING.’ BEFORE DAWN HE WAS UP 
eS TIME TO THINK OF uy 
THAT, GOTTA SET UP YEAH... SEE!) SARGE/ 
THE GUNS,’ F . I THINK © SEE / SARGE, 
~ THE REA... LOOK, 
z THEY RE 


COMIN! 7 


a, a 


KLY 


H(i at ih 
Kt le a 
Ss wil ye 





n ea _ 
| GET WITH IT, MEN/ GET ToYouR. Yaa 
STATIONS / DON'T GINE ‘EM A 
CHANCE TO SEE WE'RE 
ei ONIN SEVEN 


Ky 
Ui My 


4 Zz 
y) WM 


THE ARABS CAME / WILD MEN LEO Sy _ THE FIERCE 
SHEIK AL! RHENGIS WHO KEPT HIS LEADERSHIP | 
OF FIVE HUNDRED MEN SY SHEER POWER OF HIS 
RUTHLESS COURAGE... 


"WSS SWS 


M 


Se WY BOYS, WE'RE REALLY WITH IT/ 
ZZ gee KEEP MONIN! UP AND DOWN 
: Pek AND KEEP" 
PED BUSTERED,’ 


<S S ’ 
Ni 

| } 

f 

} 


BUT NOT EVEN THE FIERCE ARAS SAND 
COULD FIGHT IN MIDDAY / IT WAS THEN 
THAT SARGE TOOK CARE OF HIS WEARY 
ANE WOUNDED EN... 


f f z f IT AIN'T NO USE, YEAH = DID THEY 
i ee ; “ \ SARGE / THEY‘LL /GET THROUGH 
] f i . _ - 
ny y ay) LEAD TO THROW 
a y f > t 
2a \\ AT _'EM 2 WE'LL 
ie | \Y ‘ ro) SHOW ‘EM 





THE FIGHT WENT ON UNTIL DARKNESS CAME / 
THEN WITH THE MORNING IT RESUMED AGAIN.” 
NOW SARGE HAD LOST TWO MEN / BUT THE 
ARABS HAD LOST A HUNORED. 


THIS (S WE'LL GIVE 'EM ALL WE GOTY’ 
THEN WE'LL USE OUR FISTS! 
WHEN WE'RE OUTA ACTION 
THEY'LL KNOW WE WENT 
DOWN SPITTIN' ON 
OUR HANDS.’ 


g 
g 
g 
g 
g 


LOOK, SSRGE, LOOK’ 
OUR OWN CAVALRY.” 





BOYS, I GOT JUST FIVE CIGARETTES, IT WAS A FINE JOB, THE TRUTH (S, 
IT'S... KINDA LIKE... LIKE IT WAS SERGEANT’ I 
STACKED UP THAT WAY / THEY SUPPOSE You 
COULD-A_HAD MINE, ANONDER STILL 
TWOss: MINE, WHY SEVEN MEN 
Too, SARGE!! | WERE SENT To 


THOSE 
BATTLE FIVE 


WELL, THERE'S THE REASON, SERGEANT! YOU AND YOUR 
MEN WERE DECOYS To DRAW SHEIK ALI RHENGIS, 

WHILE EVERY OTHER MAN IN THE REGIMENT WORKED 

TO MINE THAT BURIED TAP-LINE/’ 


/ THEN, SOMEBODY WAS 
STEALIN' UNCLE 
SAM'S Olt? 


st sa = y 
: ST | : 


tf 
: 










THE REDS! SHEIK AL! RHENGIS 


J, OPERATION BLACKSNAKE WAS ENDED’ 
WAS BOUGHT OFF BY THEM AND <“YYH, AT COLONEL HART'S ORDERS, SARGE 
ALLOWED THEM TO BURYATAP- | geen Gf 
if 


J ANO HIS MEN RODE WITH THE COLONEL 
LINE / INTELLIGENCE HAS KNOWN [es fp, ST THE HEAD OF THE COLUMN WHEN 
ABOUT IT SOME TIME / But y) 


YB THEY RETURNED To THE BASE... 
WE HAD A LOT OF @ 7) 
PLANNING TO DO / 


IN_ MAY REPORT THAT'S A LOT TO 
OF WHAT YOu 
AND:YOUR, MEN 
pm Ticreoncy / MENS Bot HOSS 
RUPE, SUGGESTING < TWO WHO DIDN'T 
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SEVEN CON- 
GRESSIONAL 
MEDALS’ 







“SS os 





EASIER TO 
B GET 





THE MIRAGE 


Wau THE SIRENS WAILING LIKE MADDENED ALMOST THERE / 
BANSHEES, AND THE SEARCHLIGHT SCOOPING H- HAVE TO KEEP 
WHITE FUNNELS OUT OF THE DARKNESS, THREAT- GOING / 
ENING EVERY MOMENT TO PINPOINT HIM, THE 
MAN RAN TOWARD THE HIGH PRISON WALL.. 





HAVE TO 
MAKE IT... 
HAVE TO! 


WHEN HE REACHED THE TOP, ALL HE 
COULD DO WAS LIE THERE QUIETLY, 
HIS MOUTH SAGGING, GASPING 
UKE A FISH OUT OF WATER ... 





... BUT SUDDENLY... DESPERATE fm 
LUCK GUIDED RSS 
HIS HAND 

AT THAT MO- 
MENT TO A 
PIECE OF 
LOOSE 
MASONRY... 





AND NOW, CLOAKED BY DARKNESS | THEY'LL NEVER. 
AGAIN... : CATCH ME / 

— NEVER’ I'M 
I'M OVER / DIFFERENT/ 
I MADE 


Lge 





HE SMILED CRUELLY AS HE JOGGED THROUGH 
THE NIGHT’ HE HAD JUST DONE WHAT_NO MAN 
HAD EVER DONE BEFORE / HE HAD BROKEN 
OUT OF THE GRIM PILE OF STONES THAT WAS 
A MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON ON THE EDGE 
OF THE DESERT... : 





THEY THOUGHT THEY 'D 

STASHED ME AWAY 

FOR LIFE’ I SHOW- 
ED THEM 


B ANOTHER MAN WOULD HAVE TREMBLED AT THE 
PROSPECT OF THAT VAST LIMITLESS STRETCH 
OF SAND’ BUT HE ONLY SMILED... 


{THIS DESERT, I'LL ; 
CONTACT MYOLDO  ~ NOBODY'S 
GANG / THEN I'LL CROSSED 
START ROLLING : You 
AGAIN... AND oe BEFORE.. 
THEY ‘LL ALL WISH ; 

THEY WERE 
NEVER BORN / 


pee | 


ee 





THE STARS IN THE CURVING HE HAD CONCENTRATED 
SKY SEEMED TO STARE TABLETS THAT HE HAD 
UNBLINKINIGLY .f THE ONLY STOLEN FROM THE PRISON 
SOUND THAT COULD BE DISPENSARY / WATER 2 
HEARD WAS THE HISS OF HE HAD A SINGLE CANTEEN, 
SAND UNDERFOOT AS HE WAS CERTAIN THAT 

THE MAN CONFIDENTLY S 

STARTED HIS LONEW TREK... 


1... BUT I'M OIFFERENTY I 
PULLED A FIRST BY 
BREAKING OUT TO- 
NIGHT --AND I'LL PULL 
ANOTHER FIRST BY 
CROSSING YOU 


‘ 
Wh" 


; 


i : ii ! 5 
a vy 
" Ry. ig 

j ‘ i 4 : 


i, 
ry : \ A 
vy 
a 
4 og PN 


TIME FOR. MY 
FIRST SIP 
OF WATER / 








BND SO, SETTING 
HIS COURSE 

WITH THE COMPASS 
THAT HE HAD 
FURTIVELY MADE 
HIMSELF IN THE 
PRISON TOOL 
SHOP, THE MAN > 
WALKED AND 
WALKED UNTIL THE  / 
DARKNESS FADED 
AND THE SUN 
SHONE HIGH IN 
THE SKY, SEAR 
ING THE AiR 
ANO THE SANOS@ 
AND PARCHING 


HIS THROAT ,., 
























WHEN THEY WERE SHOOT- ANOTHER MAN WOULO HAVE 
ING AT ME UP ON THE TURNED BACK AT THAT MO - 

WALL, THEY MUST'VE MENT -- BUT NOT THIS ONE 
HIT IT 4 IT'S EMPTY, HE WAS DIFFERENT... 

NOT A DROP LEFT,’ 


TLL MAKE IT... I'LL MAKE 
IT... AND WHEN I DO, 

A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE 
GOING TO BE SORRY /’ 


\ Wi 
ny TU AN " , ae i, ‘ a (Ww 


= ws mY, 
Le a YG 
LT x 


ae \ i» ay a 


BABA BGR DESERET LOM TUM EPEC a7 SUODENW... 
ee A BACKDROP OF ENDLESS Dey 


OC ER ne TKS ‘sical EN Ere 
MORE SSLOMIY 


‘4 ~ 
SS 2, 
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BUT THERE WAS MORE TO SEE THAN -TUST WATER... 


GREEN TREES... GRASS... TENTS...MEN ... 
DANCING GIRLS... L-LIKE SOMETHING OuT 
OF A KID'S STORY-BOOK 





IT'S A MIRAGE... THAT'S WHAT IT 1S... NOTHING NO OTHER. MAN WOULD'VE 
ELSE / IT LOOKS SO REAL... BUT IT'S A HAD THE WILLPOWER TO TURN 
MIRAGE, CAN'T WASTE MY STRENGTH... AWAY, HE WAS DIFFERENT... 
HAVE TO STAY ON COURSE,’ 
HAVE TO KEEP GOING. 


HAVE TO MAKE ALL OF 

THEM PAY... MAKE ‘EM 

SUFFER... LIKE I'M 
SUFFERING,’ 





AND THERE WAS SOMETHING ELSE THE 


DESERT KNEW... 
THEY ALWAYS TURN 

THE AWAY ” OUR DESERT 
STRANGER, | SHANGRI-LA IS SHELTERED 
BY AN IMPENETRABLE WALL 
BUILT BY MODERN MAN'S 
DISBELIEF IN THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A PARADISE ANYWHERE ON 
EARTH.’ IF ONLY ONE OF THEM 
WOULD COME TO US’ BUT , 
THEY ALL TURN AWAY ... THEY 
ARE ALL THE SAME ' 

























“ONLY ONE 


Kine ANDERSON, HE WAS CALLED... AND IN THE WIDE VALLEY THAT HE KEPT FOR HIM- 
SELF AND RULED WITH AN IRON HAND, HE WAS REALLY KING.... 


NOBODY STANDS UP TO 
KING ANDERSON / YOu 
HEAR -- MOBODY / 





FOR A LONG MOMENT THE HOMESTEADER Stood, 
AND THE ACHE TO FIGHT BACK WAS STRONG WITH- 
IN HIM & BUT THEN... 


SETTLE OOWN HEREY WHAT'S THE USE? IX 
NOwW S(T’ WOULDN'T STAND A 
q CHANCE AGAINST 
ALL OF THEM 
















HE'S PULLING WHAT DID ‘| | BUT THEN --AS A SPURT OF SADNESS RAN 
QUT, KING,’ ; YOU EXPECT 2 | PP THROUGH HIM FOR THE HOMESTEADER 
HE HAD SO RUTHLESSLY DRIVEN AWAY -- 
THE OLD MAN FROWNED’ FOR KING 
ANDERSON HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN SO 
RUTHLESS!’ MORE YEARS BACK THAN 
HE CARED TO REMEMBER... 


HIS SMILE HAD BEEN 
HEARTY AND WARM THOSE 
DAYS -- ESPECIALLY WHEN 
iva PLANED WITH THE YOUNG 





WE'LL SETTLE DOWN HERE, 
AGATHA, WITH OUR YOUNG ‘UN / 
WE'LL BUILD A GOOD LIFE 
FOR OURSELVES RIGHT 
“a HERE / 


WE'LL NEVER LOSE 
HIM, AGATHA/ WITH 
THAT BITHMARK ON 
HIS BACK, HE'LL 
STAND OUT IN ANY 
HERO,’ 


ee 


ermal 





BUT THEN, ONE DAY, WHEN ANDERS OFF .. AND WHEN HE HAD RE- 
BY HIMSELF FOR SUPPLIES... p= : ag ‘Tu 


Me 


THEY ‘RE 
GONE... AGATHA AND 
THE BOY / L'VE 

CsoB) LOST BOTH 
OF THEM / 





as He toe AND WARMTH FOR MANKIND HAD DRAINED OUT OF HIM THAT DAY... ORAIN = 





wwAND NOW HE WAS OLD 
ANDO STILL FULL OF HATE / 
BUT FROM TIME TO TIME 
HE FELT SPURTS OF SAD- 
NESS FOR THOSE HE 
DROVE AWAY ... 


YOu DID 
IT AGAIN. 
KING” 


NOBODY ‘LL 

EVER STAND 

UPTO YOu... 
NOBODY,’ 


WE GOT ANOTHER 
JOB TO DO, BOYS!’ 


ANOTHER VEAR FASSED, 
ANG KING ANDERSON'S 
HOLDINGS WERE STILL 
EXPANDING ZY SUT THEN 
ONE DAY ... 





AND BEEN REPLACED BY A BITTER RUTHLESSNESS/ HE HAO LIVED ON, 
HATING EVERY BODY, AND HE HAD BUILT FOR HIMSELF THIS *KINGDOM‘' IN THE 
VALLEY 


... ANOTHER, HOMESTEADER 
JUST RODE IN’ HE'S 
SETTIN' UP IN 

THE VALLEY,” 


("é 


gos 


HOWDY, MISTER--~ 
WHAT CAN ZI OO 
FOR. YOU 2 





YOU_CAN GET OFF MY 
LAND -- THAT'S WHAT 
YOu CAN DO’ 
. WIDE -OPEN / 
LIKE ANYBODY 
WITH A 


\ 
4 ee use 
be = 
Qe 


YOU'RE JUST BEGGIN’ ; WHY YOU... GO TEACH HIM WHAT 
FOR TROUBLE, STRANGER! HE HAS TO LEARN, MIKE.’ 
NOBODY EVER STANDS 

UP TO THE KING,’ 


j If ( 


Z 
lw 
eZ 


ARS 


: 


, a i 
| Ve 


BUT THE STRANGE 
PILE -ORIVERS... 





ANYBODY ELSE THINK I HAVE 
SOME LEARNIN' TO 


THE YOUNG STRANGER. NO! (T CAN'T 

FOUGHT LIKE A PANTHER / / 
BUT THE ODDS WERE TOO BE... BUT IT IS. 
GREAT EVEN FoR THE x 
ONLY ONE WHO HAD EVER 
HAD ENOUGH COURAGE TO 
STAND UPTO KING ANDER - 


WHAT DO WE 
DO NOW, KINGS 


+ JUST LIKE xr DID ONCE’ I Spas BREAK 
ITTOHIM YET?! I'LL TELL HW LATER... 
AFTER HIS TEMPER'S COOLED DOWN 
SOME / I'LL TAKE HIM ON AS A 
PARTNER ... CHANGE 

MY WAYS, 


YOU THREE -- 
PUE INTO HIM/ 


WHO WAS DRAGGED OFF 
BY THE INJUNS/ HE'S 


A GROWN MAN NOW. 
COME To BUILO A NEW 
LIFE FOR HIS OWN 


LEAVE HIM BE LET HIM SETTLE DOWN 
HEREABOUTS IF HE WANTS... AND 

FROM HERE ON IN, STOP CALLIN’ 
ME_KING YZ THIS IS AMERICA... 
THERE ARE No KINGS IN 
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THERE ISN'T A PROMOTER ALIVE WHO WOULDN'T GIVE HIS EYETOOTH 
FOR AN ACT LIKE THAT ONE v IT WAS THE MOST... IT WAS A SUPER= 

SPECTACULAR SMASH SENSATION ” AND YOURS TRULY HAD TT 

SIGNED up! YOURS TRULN, AL MORTON, WAS THE EXCLUSIVE PRO- 


2 THF JAAN WO 


AINTED<AIR 


DITko THE NIGHT I MET HIM, IT WAS DOWN 
oe IN THE DUMPS / A SERIES OF - 

k FLOPEROOS HAD LEFT ME FLAT 
BROKE, AND I WAS SITTING IN 
A CAFETERIA, FEELING SORRY 
FOR MYSELF. WHEN ALL OFA 
SUDDEN I SPOTTED THIS SCREW- 
BALL WITH THE BERET... 


HMPF -- AND I THOUGH J 
HAD TROUBLES / THAT RE- 
FUGEE FROM A BOOBY 
HATCH IS TALKING TO 
HIMSELF... \NITH 

GESTURES YET.’ 









BUT THEN 
<i LOOKED 





N-NOW IT'S SORT OF 


He Ease 
aw \ / Ale... COULD You 
, 


ms DO IT AGAIN = 


x 
ids 


Za 
f Nl 
Py 
« 


‘ 


THEY'RE TERRIFIC! YOU CAN MAKE 
A _MILLION. BUCKS WITH THEM... A 
TRILLION IF YOU LET ME HANDLE 
NOU 4 'MON -- T'LL PROVE IM 
NOT TALKING THROUGH MY HAT, 





I WAS PULLING HIM AWAY, 
YAKKING SO HARD ABOuT 
HOW THE CROWD! ee Fah ee 
PROVED HOW MUCH DOUGH 

WE COULD CLEAN UP. THAT 
I HAROW HEARD WHAT THE 
OLO DAME SAID... 


THE POOR BIRD FLEW 
INTO THE PICTURE As IT 
WAS DISSOLING... 
AND NOW IT'S DEAD 


Tie eoue Susy ‘'S oe 
SET MOV 


cees FLL SWING THE 
NEWSPAPERS ... HERE'S 
GOING To BE PLENTY 

TO READ ABOUT THE MAN 
WHO PAINTS ON AIRY 


YOu'LL NEVER RE - 
GRET THIS, PAL ’ NO 
MORE STARVING 
. IN & GARRET 

FOR YOU / 





THEY ATE UP EVERY WORD. WE 
WOUND UP WITH MORE HEACLINES 
THAN THE HOPE DIAMOND HAS 
CARATS 


We NEXT DAY: T CALLED & PRESS CONFERENCE... 


BELIEVE ME, GENTS-- | ae et 
THIS ISTHE BIGGEST JE 
STORY OF THE CEN- 
TURY ” JUST THINK 
OF IT... STARVING 
ARTIST WHO CAN'T 
AFFORD TO BUY 
SKETCHBOOKS, 
INNENTS & GAS- 
PAINT FOR PAINT- 
ING ON AIRY 




























ow pictures 


AIR PAINTER 
DISCOVERED <4) 


5 Yo a 
5) ei —— en 
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wee. 
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Y-YOU MEAN) NOU CAN BET YOUR, 















CABINET BOTTOM DOLLAR. 
MEMBERS THEY WILL’ AND 
TO EVERY BIG SHOT IN AND IN- AFTER THEY SPREAD 
THE COUNTRY 7 DUSTRIALISTS | THE WORD, THIS 












WILL COME / JOINT'LL HAVE TO 

BUILD & DOZEN 

EXTRA BOX OFFICES 
TO HANOLE THE 


MOBS’ 









I'M JITTERY ...I GOT BUTTER - 

FLIES IN MY STOMACH?’ WHAT 
ABOUT KNOCKING OFF A QUICK 

SKETCH FOR ME RIGHT NOW-- 
HUH 2 JUST TO MAKE SuRE 
NOTHING CAN GO 


WE HAD 
JUST 
TWENTY - 
FOU 
HOURS TO 
GO TILL 
THE 
PREVUE/ 
THERE 
WASN'T 
A DETAIL 
THAT 
HADN'T 
BEEN 
TAKEN 
CARE 
OFLaEr 
HAD 
TIME 

ON MY 
HANDS... 


WHAT _A BREAK --WE TWO BUMPING 
INTO EACH OTHER / I HAVE TO 
KEEP PINCHING MYSELF TO 
MAKE SURE L'M NOT 
DREAMING 





YOU CAN DO IT, ALL RIGHT... YOU CAN SAY HEY -- THAT MOTH! 
I CAN SEE ALL THE DOUGH M ‘ THAT IN WHEN THE GAS- 
POURING (NTO THOSE BOX i SPADES ’ PAINT HIT IT... 
OFFICES RIGHT NOW.’ EH : IT DROPPED DEAD’ 
















THE GAS IS 
ONN VERY 
SLIGHTLY 
NOXious/ 
(T COULD NOT 
POSSIBLY 
HARM ANY - 
THING LARGER. 
THAT A MOTH, 


WHEW / THOUGHT, 
FOR A SECOND IO 
HANE TO CALL OFF 
THE SHOW / SO 
LONG, IT'LL PICK 
NOU UP TOMORROW/ 










GOOD NIGHT! TRY TO WHAT A SCARE THAT WAS! ALL OF A SUDDEN SOME- 
SLEEP... AS I SHALL BUT HE SHOULD KNOW... THING CLICKED UP WHERE 
0O_ THE MOMENT ‘COULDN'T HARM ANY - 
IT CLOSE THE THING BIGGER THAN 





» AND I REMEMBERED... SURE, ABIRD'S BIGGER 
- THAN A M ses AT = 
THE POOR BIRD FLEW. 

INTO THE PICTURE... AND 
NOW IT's DEAD.’ 










THE GAS-PAINT HAD 
NOTHING TO DO 
WNITH (T.7 


IM IN & SPOT 
WHERE A UTTLE 
EMNESDROPPING 
MIGHT GO A 
LONG ‘WAY .7 


THIS WHOLE DEAL'S 
STARTING TO SMELL 
BAD! SOMETHING 

TELLS ME... 





BUT I COULON’T STOP WORRY- 
ING... 2) STOP 


FOUND MYSELF PARKEO: 
UNDER HIS STUDIO AGAI 


DOES THE 
EARTHLING 
PROMOTER 
SUSPECT. 
ANYTHING & 





IT IS GOOD THAT WE CHOSE SO WISEL / 
ANY OTHER EARTHLING MIGHT HAVE 
WONDERED OVERMUCH OF THE NATURE 
OF THE GAS-PAINT... HE MIGHT HAVE 
REALIZED THAT UP TILL NOW YOU HAVE 
ONW USED IT IN TINNY QUANTITIES IN 
ORDER TO DISGUISE THE FACT 

THAT IT (S A POWERFUL POISON / 





ESS TO 
MISSION 7 









7 nh ee 


? 





NOULL FINO 
OUT LATER 
WHAT I DID... 
BUT THIS WAS 
THE NEXT NIGHT 
NOW ... THISS 
WAS THE DRESS - 
ING ROOM / iki 
FIVE MINUTES: 
THE CURTAIN 
WOULD GO UP... 










THERE !S NOTHING 
TO WORRY ABOUT,’ 
NOTHING SHALL 


Ee 


wAND THEN HE MIGHT HAVE YES -ANO 
SEEN THROUGH OUR PLAN THEN THE 
TO ELIMINATE HIS COUNTRY’S | GAS. PAINT 
LEADERS OF GOVERNMENT / SHALL ORIFT 
AND INDUSTRY, FoR. 1 
AT THE PREVUE TO- AUDIENCE... 
MORROW, I SHALL THIS GREAT 
PAINT A MAMMOTH COUNTRY SHALL LOSE 
AiR, PICTURE, ITS LEADERS... AND 
USING OUR WE OF THE PLANET 
TOTAL SUPPLY XOROGU SHALL GAIN 
OF THE GAS CONTROL HERE / 
PAINT,’ y 
‘ 



















‘N-NOTHING SHALL GO WRONG! 
HE SAID / THE BIGGEST 
SMASHERSO ANY PROMOTER 
EVER HAD... AND Csog) IT 
HAD TO TURN OUT TO 


pee 
ee i 


. i 
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I GOTTA DO SOME- 
Bess 
U 
Zs Pe . 





Y-YOU ALL RIGHTS 
EVERY THING 
R-READY 2 





THERE (S NOTHING TO 
RRY ABOUT... 


WO 
NOTHING SHALL 
GO WRONG?’ 


COULDN'T 
HEAR A 
PIN DROP... 


THE JOINT WAS ROCKING. 
WITH APPLAUSE AGAIN... 


HE'S HEADING FOR THE 
5 dled THIS HAS 


ye \ 
Z Ai cl " 


THE FANS I 
INSTALLED ATTHE REAR 
OF THE STAGE HAVE 
BEGUN To SPIN’ THE 
FUMES HAVE BEGUN 
TO DRIET OUT TO 
THE AUDIENCE 


ZONES YT THERE I> HEAR 
(T= 8807 THE JOINT WAS 
ROCKING WHEN HE TOOK, 
HIS BOM... 


THE FLOOD- 
LIGHTS ARE SO STRONG, 


< 
APPLAUDING 7 


LET THEM FEAST 


<= AM IMMUNE, 
BUT EARTH- 
LINGS ARE 
NOT,” 





TULL ILL LL IL ba 


NOTHING BUT SILENC! 
NOW /” I AM THE ONL 
ONE LEET ALIVE / 


THE THEATER IS... 
ml i “ei 


Hi. SNAKE!’ I 
CONTACTED THE 
POLICE LAST 
NIGHT’ WE LET 
YOU GO THROUGH 
WITH THE ACT 
BECAUSE WE 
DIDN'T KNOW 
WHERE YOU HAD 
THE GAS PAINT 
HIDDEN... WE 
WANTED YOU 

TO USE IT 

ALL uP’ 


WE SOUPED UP 

THE FLOODLIGHTS 
SO THEY'D BLIND 
YOU...& REMOTE - 


AUDIENCE THAT 
WASN'T THERE / 


wt GRAB HIM’ 


yi 


rt) a 
is Sion sag 


ws AND YOU, AL 
MORTON, NEXT | TO SIGN 
TIME Nou SIGN 

UP AH ACT, 

MAKE CER - 

TAIN, YOu 


THE PUBLIC'LL PAY 
MILLIONS TO HEAR THIS 
STORY RIGHT FROM 
THE HORSE'S 
MOUTH! MILLIONS / 
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